Land at Baker’s Road, Belchamp
St Paul

Statement of Community
Involvement

February 2023

Prepared by PLMR for BSR Energy (BSR)



Land at Baker’s Road Statement of P L M R

Community Involvement

Contents

O o Yol BN AV IR 4 0] 4T P PPPPPPPPPPTPPO 3
R 0o T = ¢ TP PPT PPN 5
3. PrinCIPles Of BNGAZEMENT.......oi et e et e et e e e ettt e e et teeeeeabeeeeateeeeatbeeeaseeesstaeeesseeeanteeeesseeeaareaans 6
3.1 NBTIONAI LEVEL ...ttt et ettt e b e s a et e bt e e bt e sab e e bt e sbe e e b e e eabesabeesabeebeesabeennnenane 6
3.2 LOCAI LOVEL. .ttt ettt ettt e b e s bt e e e bt e e bt e s b e e et e e bt e e bt e bt e e bt e e aee s beesaneeneenaee 6
33 (6o 73T V11 o o T TP T TP O PP PPN 7
I ¥ 1 =] g L] Fo [Tl g ¥ T LT 0 41T o PR 8
4.1 Stour Valley NOrth Ward MEMDE........oouiiiieeee ettt e et e e s te e s rae e e sabe e e s aeeessaeeessteeennreeesnneeas 8
4.2 Other political stakeholders at Braintree District COUNCIl........ccccuereiiieeiiiii e 8
4.3 ESSEX COUNTY COUNCl .eviiitiiieiiiieeeesctee ettt et e e ettt e et e et e e et e e e sate e e snaeeeensaeesnseeesasaeeessseeaansaeesnseeeenseeannns 9
4.4 Belchamp St Paul Parish COUNCIL.......ccuieeiiiieeee ettt et e e e rtte e e s e e e e ta e e eensaeesateeeensaeeennnes 9
4.5 Cl1are TOWN COUNCIL .uveeuiiiieiieieestt ettt b et ettt ettt e sb e bt ese e bt e st e seeestesreennesbeennesmnenrens 10
4.6 TECHNICAl CONSUITEES ...ttt ettt et s a et s bt et s bt e bt et e sbe e besbe e b e sae et e eaeenbaenbeene 10
4.7 (0] 1o 1= o= ¢ TV T o LTRSS RS USSP 10
5. COMMUNILY CONSUIATION. ... .iiieiiii ettt ettt e ettt e ettt e e ettt e e e ateeeeabeee e baeesstaeeasaeaesseseansaeesasasaansseesassaeessenanns 11
5.1 (00eY a0 T 0010 o118V A\, =11 T o - U UUPURPPSRNS 11
5.2 VA= E] L £ T PSP P PO PPRUPTOPPRPRPRPRT 13
5.3 N ool =1 4 o 1= |- TP T PO PP PPPIUPTOPPRPRPRPRT 13
5.4 POSTEI CITCUIATION ..ttt sttt sae e e b e e ae e st e e bt e s be e s b e e beesabeesseesabeesanesaneens 14
5.5 LOCAI MBI . ..ttt st st st e e s st n e een et 14
5.6 IN-PErsON CONSUIALION BVENT....ccicuiii ittt e e e st e e s aee e e e e e e s beeesaaeessnsaeeensseesnnsneesnseeanns 14
5.7 Project email address and PhONEIINE ..........oe i e e e e e st ae e e eaaee e sraeeens 15
T 0o Y (1YW 1 = oY o I 2= oo LY SN 16
6.1 FEEADACK OIS, ettt et sttt st ae s bt e nesbe e resb e e resneesre e resneenreane 16
6.1.1  QUANTITALIVE JAta..uiceeeiieieieeeeeee ettt b e bt r et et e a e sreenesre e reeanerens 16
6.1.2  QUAIIEATIVE FEEADACK. ... e cueeiieeeeeee ettt st et st sb et bt e bt bbb e enne b 18
6.1.2.1 Following a review of the information available, do you have any thoughts that you would like to share
regarding the landscaping and biodiversity Of the SIT? .......ccciii i et e e 18
6.1.2.2 Following a review of the information available, do you have any thoughts that you would like to share
regarding transport movements throughout construction or any other transport-related queries? ..........cccceecvveennes 20
6.1.2.3 Please provide any fUurther COMMEBNTS .......oii i e e e ete e s aae e e sre e e e bae e ssseeesareeaens 21
6.2 [0 g =TI ST Yo g 1Y <L SR 22
6.3 [ Lo Y YT XY oo 1 <L SR 22
7. Summary and response t0 FEEADACK. ........iii i e e e e ete e e sreeeans 23
7.1 Visual impacts 10 [0Cal JaNASCAPE ... .ccociiiieiie ettt e et e etr e e et e e et e e eeabaeeesareeeensaeesanaeas 23

January 2023 1



Land at Baker’s Road Statement of P L M R

Community Involvement

7.2 Impact on and suitability of the local road NETWOIK .......cccviviiiiie e 23
7.3 The land should remain in @griCUtUral USE ........cc.uiiiiiie ittt aee e e e e ta e s nae e e saree e eanes 23
7.4 CommUNItY BENETIT FUNG.....ooiiieecie et e e et e e et e e s tt e e e tb e e e eateeeeentaeesabaaeesbaesnnsaeesnsanas 24
7.5 Additional consultees and extending MailiNg ar€as.......ccuviiiieeeiiiiieiie e e e et e e re e e raeas 24
8. CONCIUSION 1.ttt ettt et s bttt s et et s ate s bt e st e s b e e st e b e e abeeb e e st e see e b e ea b e ebeeat e ebeen bt eh e e bt eaeeeheenbeshe e bt saeebesanebens 25
LS O Y oY o= g Lo [Tl F USRS 26
Appendix A — Sample of letter to Stour Valley North Ward CouncGillor.........cc.ooeeiiiieiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 26
Appendix B —Sample letter to Braintree District COUNCil MEMDErS.....coouiiiiiiiie e 28
Appendix C—Sample of letter to ESseX CoOUNtY COUNCIT ....coiuiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieeiee ettt ettt s re e 30
Appendix D — Sample of letter to Belchamp St Paul Parish COUNCIl .........cocceeriiiiiiiiiiiiiiicceeeee e 32
Appendix E —Sample of letter to Clare TOWN COUNCIT .......eiiiiiiiiiiieiieeseete ettt ettt 34
Appendix F — Sample letter to other stakeholder roUPS......uii i iii i 36
Appendix G - Sample of email issued to Braintree District Council members, Essex County Council Members, and
Belchamp St Paul Parish Council folloWing QUEEN’S PASSING ..cccuvtrrueiriiriiienierieeiieesiee e e steesteesiaeseeesieessreesaeesnbeesanesane 38
Appendix H - Sample of letter to immediate NEIGADOUIS .........cccuviieiiie e e 39
Appendix | —Sample of cONSUILAtION [EATIET ........eiiieieeee e e et are e e st e e aaae e eanaeas 41
APPENiIX J — CONSUITATION SUIVEY ....eeiiiiieeeiiee ettt et e et e e e st e e eete e e e abeeeeteeessaeeessteaeastseseassaeessssaasbessassaeennsenas 43
Appendix K— Sample of cONSUILATION WEDSITE............eiiiiii ettt e et e et e e e b e e e ba e e eeaaae e eneeas 47
Appendix L — Sample of SOCIal MEAIa @UVEM.........ooouiieeee ettt ettt e e e e ett e e e eat e e e e are e e eabeeeeasaeeeanaeas 54
Appendix M — Poster advertising coNSUItation EVENT........covuiiiiiiiiiie et s e 55
Appendix N —Press release issued to 10Cal MEAIA ........uiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 56
Appendix O — Exhibition boards from consultation @VENT..........coouiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 58

January 2023 2



Land at Baker’s Road Statement of P L M R

Community Involvement

1. Executive Summary

PLMR was appointed by BSR Energy (BSR) to undertake a programme of community engagement to support
its planning application for the Land at Baker’s Road, Knowl Green site, and to produce this Statement of
Community Involvement.

The main period of community consultation took place between the 26 September and the 16 October 2022.

Ahead of the launch of the public consultation period, all of the relevant members at Braintree District Council,
Essex County Council, Belchamp St Paul Parish Council, and Clare Town Council, as well as other key
stakeholders, such as relevant local community groups, were made aware of the emerging proposals and were
offered the opportunity to meet with the project team to discuss the plans in more detail.

The consultation was advertised through the distribution of a leaflet to 2,250 addresses surrounding the site,
150 letters to immediate neighbouring residents and businesses, social media adverts on Facebook and
Instagram, a press release issued to local media, and posters issued to Clare Town Council and Belchamp St
Paul Parish Council to display, which advertised the in-person consultation event.

A project-specific website, dedicated project free-to-call telephone line and project-specific email address were
also provided.

The in-person consultation event was held on Tuesday 11 October 2022, between 4pm and 8pm at the Clare
Old School Community Centre, Clare, Sudbury, CO10 8PX. In total, 38 people attended the event and spoke to
members of the project team in attendance.

During the public consultation, residents were encouraged to complete a consultation survey. This survey
sought residents’ general views on the climate emergency, the cost-of-living crisis, and biodiversity. They were
also invited to share their thoughts more specifically on the proposals regarding landscaping and biodiversity,
construction, transport movements, and any other feedback they wished to share.

All the materials provided at the public consultation event were shared on the BSR Knowl Green website along
with the consultation survey to ensure those who did not attend the in-person event were able to access all
the information. A total of 27 residents gave feedback during this first consultation period.

A further round of engagement was held between the 24 October and the 11 November 2022. This was due to
an administrative error, which meant that a number of households intended to be included within the initial
leaflet drop, did not receive their leaflet. To allow as many residents and businesses to feedback as possible,
the decision was taken to reopen the consultation for a further two-week period and to issue information
about the consultation to 300 additional addresses.

An additional 5 people provided feedback following the reopening of the consultation between the 24 October
and the 11 November, taking the total number of local people responding to the consultation to 32.

The feedback provided during the consultation included:

o Comments expressing support for the proposals
Comments noting that all new buildings should have solar panels
Comments that the land should remain in agricultural use
Concerns over the visual impacts of the proposals
Concerns over the size of the roads, being too narrow and single laned
Concerns over damage to the roads during construction

o O O O O
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Objections to the proposals as a whole
Concerns over the survey

Comments against the landowner
Praise for the project team

o O O O

e The project team will continue to engage with those residents that signed up to be kept up to date, Braintree
District Council, Essex County Council, Belchamp St Paul Parish Council, and other key stakeholders as the
application progresses through the planning process.
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2. Context

BSR Energy (BSR) is bringing forward an application for a proposed 49.99MW solar development on Land at Baker’s
Road, Belchamp St Paul. The 52.88-hectare site is located 1km northwest of Belchamp St Paul village in Essex. The
proposals represent an opportunity to boost renewable energy production in Braintree.

Solar development is a cleaner and cheaper alternative to fossil fuels, helping to support our energy independence,
something highlighted within the Government’s recent Energy Security Strategy, which calls for a five-fold increase in
solar energy by 2035. The proposals for Land at Baker’s Road seek to:

Allow for a significant opportunity for green energy production in Braintree

Ensure a secure and stable supply of electricity to help meet the Government’s target of Net Zero by 2050
Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms take up less than 5% of the land. This allows
for plants to continue to grow and animals to still pass through the site

Provide a minimum increase of 60% in Biodiversity Net Gain, which exceeds the 10% target outlined in the
Environment Act 2021

Improvements in the condition of existing habitats and creation of new habitats to enhance biodiversity on site
Secure the future of a local family farm, supporting ongoing agriculture in the area

Allow the land to be returned to agricultural use following decommissioning with an operational lifespan of 40
years

The nearby area is rural, and the site is predominantly surrounded by open fields. The main village centre of Belchamp
St Paul is nearby, along with a scattering of agricultural buildings. The site is well located for a solar park development,
given its discreet location.
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3. Principles of engagement

The purpose of this section of the Statement of Community Involvement is to highlight the objectives of public
engagement, methodology, strategy, and the principal guidelines that PLMR, on behalf of BSR, has followed as part of
its community consultation programme.

The objectives of the process have been to inform members of the local community on BSR’s proposals and to seek
their views on the proposed solar development being brought forward for Land at Baker’s Road, Belchamp St. Paul,
ahead of submitting a planning application to Braintree District Council (BDC).

There are a series of planning policies and guides at the national and local level which stress the need for applicants to
engage with the local community when bringing forward proposals of this nature.

3.1 National Level

The Localism Act 2011 emphasises the need for pre-application engagement and actively encourages both Local
Authorities and applicants to take these principles into account. The Act enshrines in law a community right to
consultation; it includes the “requirement to carry out pre-application consultation” and also requires a “duty to take
account of response to consultation.”

Meanwhile, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which came into force in March 2012, strengthens the need
for front-loaded community engagement, and is based on the principle that consultation should not be a reactive
process, but rather it should enable the local community to say what sort of place they want to live in at a stage when
this can make a difference. Such involvement leads to outcomes that better reflect the views and meet the needs of
the wider, diversified community. The NPPF was revised in February 2019, building upon these core themes of
community engagement, and then further revised in July 2021 which resulted in a number of changes including
strengthening sustainability and biodiversity commitments and measures to improve design quality through the
ambition of ‘beauty’ in planning — where local communities and developers are encouraged to work together to design
and build beautiful places.

Alongside this, in August 2020, the Government launched a White Paper, ‘Planning for the Future’, which outlined a
range of reforms, including the digitisation of the planning process. It states that engagement with local communities
should move predominantly online, with digital resources such as maps and data making the planning process more
accessible to the public.

3.2 Local Level

Braintree District Council (BDC) adopted its latest Statement of Community Involvement (SCl) in February 2021. The
document sets out how and when the Council will involve local communities in the planning system, together with a
description of the types of involvement that will be used. The document includes community engagement in both Plan
Making and consultation on planning applications.

Sections 8.7, 8.10 and 8.11 of BDC’s SCI on page 25, under the heading “Pre-Application Process”, states:

“8.7 The NPPF highlights the importance of pre-application engagement and states that a Local Planning Authority
should encourage Applicants to engage in pre-application discussions prior to submitting a formal application for
consideration.”

“8.10 It is recognised that the level of engagement needs to be proportionate to the nature and scale of a proposed
development. The more complex or contentious the proposal, the broader the range of consultation methods should be,
to allow as many people as possible to engage with the process.”

“8.11 Applications for new residential or commercial development should be subject to wider community engagement.
The scale of this engagement would be relative to the proposed development. The list below is not exhaustive, but
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outlines some of the consultation measures which should be considered by applicants to ensure meaningful engagement
with the local community is undertaken:

e  (Consultation with the Parish / Town Council

e  Consultation with the Neighbourhood Plan Group (if applicable)

o ledflet mail drop to adjoining properties outlining the proposed development and how residents can submit
feedback

e Publicise proposals via a website and/or through the local press, social media and flyers and provide a
mechanism for residents to be able to submit feedback

e  Public meeting/local exhibition in an accessible venue (accessible for disabled persons and for all members of
the community) within the locality of the proposed development, for residents to view the proposals, ask
questions and submit feedback

e  Workshops with different groups (local residents and interest groups) to discuss proposals.”

3.3 Conclusion

With all of the above taken into account, planning policy and guidance at the national and local level indicates that the
consultation process should be based on the following principles when it comes to pre-application engagement:

e Access to information should be open and without qualification

e Communities should be enabled by informing and educating

e  Participation should be sought and encouraged

e There should be front-loaded involvement

e The process should be transparent and conveyed in plain-English

e Messages should be consistent

e There should be feedback and an intent to take account of responses

The principles outlined above should be adhered to, whilst acknowledging the fact that there can often be barriers to
providing a comprehensive and wide-reaching consultation process, including:

e The complexity of many issues, including the developing nature of proposals at the pre-application stage
e Difficulties in identifying and reaching different groups within a community
e Thelanguage of planning can be complex and disengaging to a lay member of the public

PLMR on behalf of BSR has sought to adhere to these principles of engagement throughout its consultation on the
proposed solar development for Land at Baker’s Road.
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4. Stakeholder Engagement

Consultation on the proposed solar development on Land at Baker’s Road, Belchamp St. Paul took place in earnest
between 26 September and 16 October 2022 and reopened 24 Octoberto 11 November 2022. As part of this, the project
team engaged with the following:

e The Stour Valley North ward member at Braintree District Council

e Relevant members of Braintree District Council

e Relevant members of Essex County Council

e  Belchamp St Paul Parish Council

e (Clare Town Council

e Statutory consultees, including; technical consultees from Essex County Council and Natural England

e Local groups, including; Eco Essex, Essex Climate Action Commission, Essex is Green, Essex Wildlife Trust and
Place Based Climate Action Network.

e 2550 neighbouring residents and businesses, including a separate letter to the 150 immediate neighbours
inviting them to a separate meeting

The following sub-sections provide an overview of the engagement with each of these stakeholder groups. Please note
that following the initial consultation materials being shared with political stakeholders, further contact was made in
light of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II's passing and the national mourning period to inform them that the public
consultation had been delayed until 26 September. A sample of the email that was issued can be viewed at Appendix
G.

4.1 Stour Valley North ward member

A letter was issued to the ward member for Stour Valley North, the ward within which the site sits, Councillor lona
Parker, on 31 August 2022. The letter advised of the proposals coming forward and the pre-application consultation.
The letter was issued via email and offered a meeting to discuss the proposals, outlined the details of the in-person
consultation event, and invited her to attend a political stakeholder preview event. A sample copy of this letter can be
viewed at Appendix A.

A follow up phone call was made, a voicemail message was left, and an email was sent to Councillor Parker to follow up
on our letter on 2 September 2022. This process was repeated on 7 September 2022. A reply was received from
Councillor Parker on 12 September 2022 in which she stated she was not able to attend the proposed meeting and
requested that the notification leaflet be sent to households in Tilbury Juxta Clare and Little Yeldham. A reply was issued
to Councillor Parker on 13 September confirming the inclusion of these areas in our public consultation.

4.2 Other political stakeholders at Braintree District Council

A letter was also issued to a number of other relevant members of Braintree District Council, including the Leader, and
Deputy Leader of the Council and the Cabinet Member for Climate Change and the Environment, and Cabinet Member
for Planning and Infrastructure on 31 August 2022. The letter advised of the proposals coming forward and the pre-
application consultation. The letter was issued via email and offered a meeting to discuss the proposals, outlined the
details of the in-person consultation event, and invited them to attend a political stakeholder preview event. A sample
copy of this letter can be viewed at Appendix B.

A follow up phone call was made, a voicemail message was left, and an email was sent to each of the above-mentioned
members of Braintree District Council to follow up on our letter on 2 September 2022. This process was repeated on 7
September 2022.
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A reply was received from the Cabinet Member for Planning and Infrastructure, Councillor Spray, on 31 September
2022, confirming that she had reviewed the information, however, was unable to attend the meeting offered. She
confirmed that she would attend the consultation event to look at the proposals.

A follow-up email was received from Councillor Spray on 12 October 2022, noting she was unable to make it to the
consultation event the previous evening but that she would look out for further information coming forward but would
not make any comment prior to the application going to the Planning Committee.

4.3 Essex County Council

A letter wasissued to the relevant members of Essex County Council, including the member for Hedingham ward, within
which the site sits, the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council, and the Cabinet Member for Economic Renewal,
Infrastructure, and Planning on 31 August 2022. The letter advised of the proposals coming forward and the pre-
application consultation. The letter was issued via email and offered a meeting to discuss the proposals, should they
wish, and outlined the details of the in-person consultation event, inviting them to the political stakeholder preview
event. A sample copy of this letter can be viewed at Appendix C.

A follow-up phone call was made, a voicemail message was left, and an email was sent to each of the above-mentioned
members of Essex County Council to follow up on our letter on 2 September 2022. This process was repeated on 7
September 2022.

On 7 September, the Deputy Leader of the Council, Councillor McKinlay confirmed that she was unable to attend the
meeting.

On 16 September the Division member for Hedingham, Deputy to the Leader, and ECC Climate Czar, Councillor Schwier
emailed to enquire if the information was in the public domain as he wished to share it with his division Parish Councils.
He also confirmed that he hoped to attend the public consultation event and questioned if details had been sent to ECC
Planning for information and comment.

On 21 September an email reply was sent to Councillor Schwier confirming that on 26 September the information would
all be in the public domain and offering to draft a letter outlining the proposals and the public consultation for him to
forward to his division Parish Councils. It was also confirmed that high-level engagement had occurred with ECC officers
and formal consultation will occur once the application is submitted.

4.4 Belchamp St Paul Parish Council

On 17 August 2022, an email was sent to the Clerk of Belchamp St Paul Parish Council to offer to present to the members
of the Parish Council as part of their scheduled meeting on 6 September. On 18 August 2022, the Parish Council
confirmed their interest in meeting with the team to hear about the proposals. It was agreed that the meeting would
take place at 7pm on 6 September prior to the Parish Council’s Meeting that evening. It was requested that details of
the proposals be sent ahead of the meeting to allow Councillors to review them. This information was shared via email
to the Parish Clerk on 31 August, which included a letter outlining the plans and a site location plan. A sample of this
letter can be viewed at Appendix D.

At the meeting with the Town Council, the following points were raised:

e Roads are narrow and windy — construction traffic routes need to be carefully considered

e Upon presentation of the proposed transport route for construction traffic, the PC suggested that the traffic
sticks to main roads for as much of the route as possible. Members advised that traffic to the site routes from
the A120, to the M11, onto the Al1, then through Haverhill and down to the site via main A road routes for as
much of the way as possible.

e Members noted that historically any benefit money has stopped with Braintree District Council. Asked if this
would be ringfenced to the area.
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e Requested that the consultation event details are shared with the Council to display.

e  Sought further details on the biodiversity measures across the site and how these have been rolled out on
other sites.

e Asked if there would be any noise from the site once operational.

e Members were interested in details of the landowner, many of which were confidential

e Asked why this location was selected.

e Asked questions about the impact on the value of the land for agricultural use.

e Sought further information on BSR and the other work that it is involved with.

4.5 Clare Town Council

On 26 August 2022, an email was sent to the Clerk of Clare Town Council to offer to present to the members of the
Parish Council as part of their scheduled meeting on 15 September. A follow up email was sent on 8 September, which
also included a letter for the Council to inform them of the proposals and consultation. A sample of the letter can be
viewed at Appendix E

On 13 September, an email was sent to the Chair of Clare Town Council offering a meeting at a time of the Council’s
convenience should it be of interest. The Chair confirmed that a meeting would be of interest to the Council.

On 16 September, the Council confirmed their next meeting would be Thursday 29 September and offered a time to
present to the Council. On 20 September, an email was sent to the Council confirming that the team was unable to
attend the next meeting and offered an alternative meeting, or the opportunity for a preview session ahead of the
consultation event on 11 October. It was agreed that Councillors who wished to attend the consultation event would
do so in their own time.

4.6 Technical Consultees

In parallel to the Pre-Application Enquiry to Braintree District Council, BSR has also taken advantage of the opportunity
to consult with the following groups:

e Natural England
e Local Highway Authority: Essex County Council
e Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley

Details of each enquiry and the formal responses are outlined in further detail in the Planning, Design & Access
Statement, which accompanies this Planning Application to Braintree District Council.

4.7 Other groups

A letter was issued via email on 22 September 2022 offering a meeting to discuss the proposals for Land at Knowl Green
to the following groups:

e  Eco Essex

e  Essex Climate Action

e Essex Wildlife Trust

e Place Based Climate Action network

A sample of this letter can be viewed at Appendix F. No responses were received.
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5. Community Consultation

Following the Covid-19 pandemic there is now a renewed expectation for materials to also be made available online,
and as such a hybrid approach to community consultation was carried out.

Consultation was carried out between 26 September and 16 October 2022 and was advertised in the local community
through a community mailing, social media adverts, letters to immediate neighbours and postersissued to Belchamp St
Paul Parish Council and Clare Town Council. All communications linked the community through to a dedicated
consultation website, where more details on the proposals were available, as well as details on how to submit feedback,
and a survey. All communications included details of the in-person consultation event.

Due to the administrative error, which was discovered following the close of the initial consultation period, the
consultation was reopened for a further two weeks between 24 October and 11 November 2022. This was advertised
through a community mailing to the 300 missed households, the 150 immediate neighbours and on the dedicated
consultation website.

A summary of this activity is covered in this section of the report.

Image of Community Consultation event on Tuesday 11 October 2022

5.1 Community Mailing

A letter was issued to 150 immediate neighbours via Royal Mail First Class post on 23 September 2022 offering them
the opportunity to meet the project team to discuss the proposals should they wish. The mailing area for this letter is
outlined below. A copy of this letter can be viewed at Appendix H. Following the issue of the immediate neighbour
letter, two residents got in contact to request a site location plan, which was missing from the information shared.

One resident responded seeking a call from BSR to discuss the proposals. This call took place on 3 October. The resident
largely raised concerns over a different solar development and was interested in understanding more general
information about solar farms. The call covered:

- Concerns over a different solar development

- Concerns over the lack of engagement that had been undertaken by the other solar development

- Not sure this development will affect them too much

- Was keen to understand the planning process and the process for delivery of a solar development in general
- Had some concerns over construction traffic to site on small local roads

- Concerns over property values being negatively affected
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Church Street

\&Bélc‘hgnp
St'Raul

A leaflet was issued via GPS tracked hand delivery on 26 September 2022 to 2,250 residential and business addresses in
the local area. The mailing area is outlined below. This area was selected to consult those residents and businesses that
are more likely to have a vested interest in the proposals. A copy of this leaflet can be viewed at Appendix I.

‘ \|nilci§%"/|‘;ﬁ|ing"‘Area_§;7

However, the mailing area above was an error and had been updated following initial engagement with political
members to include additional areas, as shown below.
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Gestingthorpe

A letter was then issued to the 300 missed addresses from the original leaflet drop via Royal Mail First Class post on 27
October 2022 apologising for the error which missed them off the original delivery and informing them of the reopening
of the consultation period. Additionally, a letter was issued to the 150 immediate neighbours via Royal Mail First Class
post on 27 October 2022 informing them of the reopening of the consultation.

Recipients of the first leaflet were encouraged to attend the in-person consultation events and all recipients of
communications were encouraged to provide their feedback using the online survey. It was also communicated that all
of the information available digitally was available in hard copy, and accessible formats on request, to ensure full
inclusivity. A copy of the online survey can be viewed at Appendix J.

5.2 Website

A dedicated project website (www.BSRknowlgreen.co.uk) was created ahead of the consultation and included relevant
information on the proposals, information on the construction and operation, the exhibition boards, details of how to
submit feedback as part of this consultation, a survey, FAQ, and contact information for the project team.

For full inclusivity, all of the information on the website was available in a hard copy format to be posted on request.

Screenshots of the website can be viewed in Appendix K.

5.3 Social media

Throughout the initial consultation period, adverts were run across Instagram and Facebook to promote the
consultation and the in-person consultation event. These were specifically targeted to the area that received the leaflet
drop to ensure that residents who were most likely to have a vested interest in the proposals were informed of the
consultation. Throughout the course of the advertisements running, they received 28,182 impressions, resultingin 526
link clicks through to the consultation website.

Screenshots of the Facebook and Instagram advertisements can be viewed at Appendix L.
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5.4 Poster circulation

A poster was designed to advertise the consultation and in-person exhibition event and is available to view at Appendix
M. This was shared with the following groups for them to display or share:

e  Belchamp St Paul Parish Council
e Councillor Peter Schwier

e Cavendish Parish Council

e Clare Town Council

e Stoke by Clare Parish Council

Belchamp St Paul Parish Council responded to confirm that a poster advertising the consultation was on display on the
Parish Council’s notice board.

5.5 Local Media

A press release was issued to the Braintree & Witham Times, Essex Live, East Anglian Daily Times and Saffron Walden
Reporter to promote the consultation and the in-person event to try and boost engagement and attendance at the
event. However, the consultation was not featured. An example of the press release issued can be viewed at Appendix
N.

5.6 In-person consultation event

An in-person consultation event was held on Tuesday 11 October 2022. The event was held from 16:00 — 20:00. Nine
exhibition boards were displayed at the event covering the following topics:

e Introduction

e The Proposal

e The Landscape

e Viewpoint 2

e Viewpoint 3

e Viewpoint9

e Biodiversity

e Construction and Operation
e Have yoursay

A copy of the exhibition boards can be viewed at Appendix O.

The event was held at the Clare Old School Community Centre, as this was the most appropriate second-choice venue.
The first choice of venue, given its proximity to the site, the Belchamp St Paul Community House, was closed for
refurbishment work at the time of the consultation. The event was held between 16:00 and 20:00 to ensure that as
many residents as possible had an opportunity to review the materials and speak to the project team.

All of the materials provided at the in-person event were also available online and in hard copy, and accessible formats
on request.

The event was attended by 38 residents. This represents a turnout rate of 1.68% of those who had been notified directly
through the community mailing. This is a relatively low turnout rate and could reflect a number of factors, namely that
people were able to view the information online, an acceptance of the need for green energy in the area, or little to no
interest in the proposals.
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Attendees at the event were encouraged to complete the online survey to save paper, so very few forms were
completed at the event. Two hard copy feedback forms were received, with one being posted through to us following
the event and prior to the close of the consultation period and one posted into the feedback box at the event. A full
summary of the feedback received, both online and at the physical event is outlined within the next section of this
report, Section 6.0 Consultation Responses.

The following areas of interest were raised by residents at the events:

e Concerns over the construction traffic route proposed

e Questions on impact to agricultural land

e Questions on how the site was selected

e Concerns around the use of high-grade agricultural land for solar developments
e Concerns relating to the screening proposed at the site and impact on views

e Concerns over water runoff and potential risk of contamination

e Concerns over diesel generators on site

e Suggestions of further consultees to engage

e Questions regarding the safety of solar panels to the environment / glare / noise
e Questions relating to biodiversity and planting on the site / tree retention

e Concerns over the extension of the site in future

e Questions around community benefit and the community fund more specifically
e Comments of support for green energy and solar developments

e Comments that the Prime Minister is “bonkers” for not supporting green energy / solar development
e General questions around the application —how this is determined / timeframes

5.7 Project email address and phoneline

A dedicated project email address and freephone project line were provided as part of the consultation to allow
stakeholders to contact the project team. The project line and email address could be used by residents to request
information by post, ask questions, or provide their feedback.

In total 20 emails were received to info@BSRknowlgreen.co.uk throughout the consultation period. Responses were
issued to all queries and all feedback received has been taken into consideration ahead of submission.

6 phone calls were received to the freephone project telephone line.
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6. Consultation Responses

6.1 Feedback forms

Throughout both consultation periods, people were invited to submit their feedback on the proposals via an online
consultation feedback survey, hard copy forms were available at the in-person consultation event on Tuesday 11
October 2022 and on request. A copy of this survey is available at Appendix J.

This section of the report provides a detailed overview to the response received throughout the consultation. All of the
responses received have been carefully considered by the project team ahead of the submission of the planning
application.

In total, 32 survey responses were received to the consultation, representing a 1.25% response rate of those who were
directly engaged through our leaflet mailing. An overview of the feedback is outlined below, broken down into
quantitative and qualitative feedback.

6.1.1 Quantitative data

The quantitative data received as part of the consultation was helpful in providing an overview of the attitude towards
the Climate Emergency, net zero, cost-of-living, land use and Biodiversity Net Gain.

As Figure 1 shows, 90.63% of respondents stated that they either ‘agree’ or ‘somewhat agree’ that we need to take
steps to tackle the Climate Emergency.

A similarly high 77.42% of respondents stated that they ‘agree’ or ‘somewhat agree’ that building new solar
developments will contribute to reducing carbon emissions and reach the goal set by the Government of meeting Net
Zero by 2050. This is shown at Figure 2.

Figure 1: To what extent do you agree that we need to Figure 2: To what extent do you believe that building new solar
take steps to tackle the Climate Emergency? developments will contribute to reducing carbon emissions and
reach the goal set by the Government of being net zero by 2050?

3.13% 3.23%
0.00%

6.25%

= Agree = Agree

= Somewhat agree = Somewhat agree

No view No view

Somewhat disagree Somewhat disagree

® Disagree = Disagree

As can be seen from Figure 3, respondents were split on whether they agreed that new solar developments will assist
with the current cost-of-living crisis, with 50% stating they ‘agree’ or ‘somewhat agree’ that these new developments
will help to provide additional energy security for the UK and reduce the cost of household and business energy bills.
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Figure 3: To what extent do you agree that building new solar developments will assist
with the current cost-of-living crisis, by helping to provide additional energy security for
the UK, and reducing the cost of household and business energy bills.

= Agree

= Somewhat agree
No view
Somewhat disagree

= Disagree

Figure 4 shows the response to the question relating to Biodiversity Net Gain. The proposals providing a minimum 60%
Biodiversity Net Gain on site was considered to be of importance to respondents, with 60% considering it as either ‘1’
(very important) or ‘2’ (important).

Figure 5 shows the response received to our question relating to the site being returned to agricultural use. Returning

theland to agricultural use following any solar development being decommissioned, was considered ‘1’ (very important)

or ‘2’ (important) to 81% of respondents.

Figure 5: On a scale of 1 - 5 how important is it to you that

the site is returned to agricultural use following any solar
development being decommissioned?

Figure 4: On a scale of 1 - 5 how important is it that the
proposals provide a minimum 60% biodiversity net gain
on the site?

m1l
m1 3% .
2 3
3 4
4 5
m5
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96.77% of respondents stated that it was ‘important’ or ‘very important’ for them that new developments make
provision for improvement and creation of habitats, through infill planting, species rich grassland and native hedgerows.
This is shown in Figure 6.

Figure 6: Sustainability and biodiversity (for example, maintaining habitats and helping to create new habitats)
are becoming increasingly important given the climate emergency. How important is it to you that new
development makes provision for improvement and creation of habitats, through infill planting, species-rich
grassland and native hedgerows?

0% 0.00%

3%

= Very important
= |mportant
Neutral
Not a priority

= Not important at all

6.1.2 Qualitative feedback

There were a wide range of responses to the qualitative questions at the end of the survey, which asked if there were
any other comments that respondents would like to make on the proposals around two core themes: landscaping and
biodiversity; and transport movements throughout construction, with one final question seeking any other feedback
from respondents. These themes were chosen as we wanted to receive feedback and be aware of the views of the local
community. As is to be expected when receiving feedback, the responses were mixed and did not always keep to the
designated theme resulting in comments not always aligning with the theme of the question. Most responses were
constructive and offered suggestions for how to improve the scheme. This included a variety of comments in support
of the proposals. A breakdown of the feedback received from the three qualitative questions is below.

6.1.2.1 Following a review of the information available, do you have any thoughts that you would like to
share regarding the landscaping and biodiversity of the site?

When asked to provide any further thoughts regarding the landscaping and biodiversity of the site, the majority, 56%
of respondents chose not to answer. Those respondents that provided feedback highlighted the belief that the land
should remain in agricultural use (32%), concerns around the visual impact to the landscape the proposal might have
and requests for further planting to mitigate this (16%), concerns around the impact the construction might have on the
landscape (16%) and support for the project, biodiversity increases and use of solar developments in nature (11%).
Figure 7 below provides a visual overview of the response to this question.
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Figure 7:

= Concerns around the visual impact to the landscape the proposal might have
and requests for further planting to mitigate this

® Land should remain in agricultural use
Concerns around the impact the construction might have on the landscape
Support for the project, biodiversity increases and use of solar developments in
nature

= All new buildings should have solar panelling

= Green energy should be cheaper to households

= Unhappy with questions in survey

m Objection to the proposal as a whole

= Unhappy with consultation period

Examples of comments received in this section of the feedback form include:

Land should remain in agricultural use

“Leave the site as agricultural land and don’t develop it. It comes with its own naturally-occurring wildlife.”

“I totally disagree with this proposal. | am 100% against building the solar panel on good agricultural land. And
it ruins the local environment. Both for the flora, fauna and for people too.”

“We would also much prefer that it became compulsory for ALL new build housing schemes and ALL new
commercial buildings to incorporate solar panelling. This would be far preferable to taking agricultural land out
of food production”

“Growing crops is far more important, taking away agricultural land is a false economy”

“I totally disagree with this proposal. | am 100% against building the solar panel on good agricultural land. And
it ruins the local environment. Both for the flora, fauna and for people too.”

“It is important to find suitable locations to build solar farms ideally using land which cannot be used for
intensive agriculture. This land is arable and | think not suitable for pasture.”

Concerns around the visual impact to the landscape the proposal might have and requests for further planting to

mitigate this

“My only thoughts would be that the solar panels are hidden by natural hedgingi.e. robust hedging to required
hight along the main road”

“Visual impact is critical. These are unsightly in a beautiful countryside. The desert would be better. No visual
impact, loads of space and more solar radiation”

“We would like to see all hedgerows left in place and preferably double planted so that there is a greater
density of habitat for wildlife.”

Concerns around the impact the construction traffic might have on the landscape

“The questions do not allow for the damage caused in building site and industrial poisoning of the land”

“In addition there will doubtless be a major impact on the old green lane leading from Knowl Green to Clare in
Suffolk.”

“This site is already naturally landscaped and biodiverse. Puttingin a solar farm would be destructive to both.
Leave it as it is.”

January 2023 19



Land at Baker’s Road Statement of P L M R

Community Involvement

Support for the project, biodiversity increase, and use of solar developments in nature

e  “Solar Farms can work in sympathy with the environment”

e “It seems unlikely that the site will be able to be used for animal husbandry as the site is unsuitable, so as long
as biodiversity is maintained AND improved-good. | have been assured that the intrusive nature of the
development will be kept to a minimum, also assured on archaeological observation.”

6.1.2.2 Following a review of the information available, do you have any thoughts that you would like to
share regarding transport movements throughout construction or any other transport-related
queries?

When asked to share their thoughts regarding transport movements throughout construction or any other transport-
related queries, 50% of respondents chose not to answer. Those respondents that provided feedback shared concerns
over the suitability of roads for construction traffic (39%), requests to keep to main roads (13%) and questions about
the duration of construction works and their impacts (13%). Figure 8 below provides a visual overview of the response
to this question.

Figure 8:

= Concerns over the suitability of roads for

construction traffic
m Request to clean roads regularly

Concerns over impact to local area and requests for

compensation
Request to keep to main roads

= Request for no construction traffic at night

m Questions over duration of construction works and

their impact
m Suggestion for the use of traffic lights during high

point of construction
m Objection to the proposal as a whole

m Support for construction speed

® Request for more time to consider impacts

Examples of comments received in this section of the feedback form include:

Concerns over the suitability of roads for construction traffic

e "The road in is nearly single lane and unsuitable. If other lorries use this road at the same this will block the
road and make impassable. Not the right road to site.”

e “Transport on this narrow rural lane would be both destructive and intrusive.”

e  “This will be very disruptive on tiny, rural roads.”

e  “The route via Tilbury Juxta Clare is not suitable for large vehicles”

e “The roads leading to the site from all directions are not suitable for heavy construction vehicles. Roads are
already in a poor state and due to the rural nature of the area are not a priority to the Council”

Reguest to keep to main roads

e “Keep to the main roads as far as possible”

January 2023 20



Land at Baker’s Road Statement of P L M R

Community Involvement

e “Keep to the main roads where possible and clean mud from local roads regularly”
e “Please don’t bring enormous vehicles through the villages, they always run over my garden.”

Questions over duration of construction works and their impacts

e “How longis the anticipated work and transport movements going to take”
e “How long will the development take to be fully functional and how the local traffic flow will be affected by
this development? Example: road closed, heavy plants movement etc.”

6.1.2.3 Please provide any further comments

Finally, when asked to provide any further comments or feedback, 64% of respondents chose not to provide any further
comment. Those respondents who provided feedback expressed support for the project and the team at the
consultation event (28%), further reiterated that they wished to see the land remain in agricultural use (22%), expressed
objections or negative comments about the project and the landowner (11%) and expressed concerns over the visual
impact to the landscape (11%). Figure 9 below provides a visual overview of the response to this question.

Figure 9:

= Concerns over the visual impact to landscape

m Land should remain in agricultural use
All new buildings should have solar panelling
Support for the project and the team at the
consultation event

= Site is too close to public highways

® Unhappy with questions in survey

m Objection to the proposal as a whole

= Comments against landowner

= Unhappy with consultation period

Examples of comments received in this section of the feedback form include:

Support for the project, project team and the consultation event

e “Goodidea, need as much renewable energy as possible”

e “Hopeit goes ahead we need green energy”

e “Thankyou for answering my questions”

e “Goodidea, need as much renewable energy as possible”

e “l generally found it very informative and hope you are successful.”

Land should remain in agricultural use

e  “Prime agricultural land should not be lost to solar energy, particularly since this would be to the aesthetic
detriment of the surrounding area.”
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e  “This should not go ahead. It is valuable grade 2 land that should stay in food production”

e  “Please liaise with house builders and commercial builders rather than prioritising large plots of productive
agricultural land.”

e “Grade two farmland must not be turned over to solar power”

Comments against the landowner

e “The landowner has plenty of other land more suitable to make this project possible. He will stop it happening
through being obstinate.”
e “Yes, we need renewables, but not when a development is destructive to the countryside and is for personal

financial gain.”

6.2 Email responses

In total, 20 email inquiries and responses were received throughout the consultation. The email responses highlighted
a range of questions and concerns regarding the proposals including:

e Questions and concerns around the impact to biodiversity

e Objections to and concerns about the proposal due to the use of agricultural land

e Questions and concerns around the visual impacts of the proposal and screening mitigations
e  Support for the project and the increase in biodiversity

e General questions on the proposals or requests for further information

6.3 Phone responses

Six phone inquiries and responses were received throughout the consultation. These consisted of requests for a meeting
with the project team from an immediate neighbour, questions about the site location map that was made available,
expressing support for the project overall and a question on the location of the proposed new substation.
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7. Summary and response to feedback

The low response rate to the consultation could indicate that there is a limited interest in the proposals from the local
community which may indicate that a relatively small number of people feel that they would be directly impacted by
the proposals, perhaps owing to its discreet location. Additionally, of the 32 respondents only 9.4% expressed strong
views against the proposals, with the majority of respondents either expressing neutral views or support for the
proposals.

The feedback received was balanced, with a number of people noting support for the project or providing suggestions
for additional mitigation. Concerns raised throughout the consultation mainly centred around the impact of the
proposed development on the visual landscape of the area, the impact on and suitability of the local roads network for
construction traffic, and the belief that the land should remain in agricultural use. Some other feedback was received
outside of these core themes, which has been outlined below.

7.1 Visual impacts to local landscape

Drawing on the feedback relating to the perceived adverse visual impact of the proposal, further investigations have
taken place to establish where additional planting can be incorporated. This has resulted in additional screening being
implemented along Bakers Road, and the bridleway running along the western side of the site, where it has been
identified that there is currently inconsistent or ineffective screening in the form of hedging and trees. For further
information on this matter, please refer to the Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) and Landscape Masterplan,
which outline in detail the full scheme of mitigation being introduced to the final layout plan for this Planning
Application.

7.2 Impact on and suitability of the local road network

Feedback during the public consultation revealed concerns regarding the capacity of the local highway network to
withstand the proposed construction traffic, and the perceived impact of large vehicles on the safety of existing users
(whether they be travelling via private motor vehicle, bicycle or on foot). BSR Energy is committed to ensuring a safe
and efficient build-out of the proposal, and has carefully tailored the construction traffic route to limit the level of
disruption caused to local residents. Furthermore, BSR has drawn on this particular feedback to ensure the appropriate
measures are in place along Baker’s Road to alleviate any local concerns regarding capacity and safety during the
construction-phase of the proposal. For further information in relation to transport and access, please refer to the
Transport Statement and Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP), which have been submitted with this Planning
Application.

7.3 The land should remain in agricultural use

There is a delicate balancing act between (A) taking effective action against climate change, (B) establishing a secure,
independent energy source in the UK, and (C) ensuring that the UK’s food security is not impacted.

The proposed infrastructure would have an operational lifespan of 40 years, and following decommission, the land can
be efficiently reverted to agricultural use. Throughout the lifespan of the solar development, there is a significant
opportunity for biodiversity to continue and thrive on the site. This is because solar developments take up less than 5%
of the land, which will allow for plants to continue to grow and animals to still pass through the site.
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As part of the proposals, BSR Energy has committed to providing a minimum of 60% increase in biodiversity net gain for
the site, this not only meets but far exceeds the minimum 10% target outlined by the Government in the Environment
Act 2021. As part of this, existing habitats on site will be retained and managed, to ensure that there is no detrimental
impact on the existing condition of the habitat over the lifespan of the development.

By supporting renewable energy schemes, such as this, we are taking an important step forward in the fight against
climate change and will be helping to contribute towards a secure and stable supply of electricity for the United
Kingdom.

7.4 Community Benefit Fund

If the proposals were to be granted planning permission, BSR would establish a Community Benefit Fund worth up to
£49,990 (£1,000 per MW installed) that would be managed by the Essex Community Foundation. In the meeting held
between the project team and Belchamp St Paul Parish Council on 6 September 2022, concerns were raised about the
management of Community Benefit Funds in the past. The Parish Council raised concerns that historically funding was
stopped at the Braintree District Council level, meaning there was no guarantee that the communities that are directly
impacted by the developments that the fund was established for would benefit from the funding. Additionally, a similar
concern was raised by Clare Town Council that despite residents in the Council being directly impacted by the proposals,
as they are located in the neighbouring County they would not benefit from the proposed fund.

It was agreed that if planning permission is granted for the proposals, further discussions would take place on how to
set up and manage the Community Benefit Fund to ensure that the local community is represented and are the
beneficiaries of the funding. BSR will work with the Essex Community Foundation to ensure that the funds are
distributed to important local projects. It is also proposed that local representatives be on the fund so that people who
are active in the local community have a say in where the funds are directed. BSR is open to further discussions on the
management and distribution of the Community Benefit Fund with Belchamp St Paul Parish Council and Clare Town
Council, should the proposals receive planning permission.

7.5 Additional consultees and extending mailing areas

Following the meeting with Belchamp St Paul Parish Council on 6 September, a request was made from the councillors
to extend the proposed consultation area to include residents of Belchamp Otten and Tilbury juxta Clare to ensure a
larger amount of the local community who might be impacted by the proposals during construction or operation were
included. The larger consultation mailing zone, shown in Section 5.1 of this report, was produced following discussion
with Belchamp St Paul Parish Council. This request was also made by the local ward member for Stour Valley North.

On 21 October 2022, the Clerk of Belchamp St Paul Parish Council contacted the project team to inform them that
following the 18 October meeting of the Parish Council it was established that the residents of Belchamp Otten, Tilbury
juxta Clare and Little Yeldham had not received the initial consultation leaflet as had been agreed and expected.
Following an investigation into this incident, it was established that due to an administrative error with the printing and
distribution provider, the map used to deliver the consultation leaflet that was used was the originally proposed
distribution area and not the updated larger map. To correct this error and ensure that all residents who wished to be
involved in the consultation were able to, the consultation was re-opened for a further two weeks and the original
leaflet and a new letter explaining to residents the error and the re-opening of the consultation was sent via first class
mail to those who were missed out on 27 October 2022. Additionally, a follow-up letter which included the site outline
map was sent to all 150 immediate neighbours informing them of the extended consultation period and allowing them
to provide further feedback if they wished.
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8. Conclusion

Throughout the community consultation programme, the aim has been to inform members of the local community,
members of Braintree District Council (BDC), and other key stakeholders, of BSR’s proposed solar development for Land
at Baker’s Road, Belchamp St Paul prior to the submission of a planning application to BDC.

The project team is confident that it has conducted a thorough community consultation programme in support of a
planning application for the proposed solar development on Land at Baker’s Road, Belchamp St Paul.

Feedback has been properly recorded in this Statement of Community Involvement and responded to appropriately.

The project team has endeavoured to respond to all of the feedback received throughout the consultation and has
sought to address the concerns raised by stakeholders. The proposals directly respond to the need for green energy
production in Braintree. The site is located in a discreet location and every effort has been made to ensure that the
proposals are sufficiently screened to further address any visual impacts.

The project team will continue to engage with the local community and other key stakeholders throughout the
remaining stages of the planning process.

ENDS
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9. Appendices

Appendix A — Sample of letter to Stour Valley North Ward Councillor

B3R Energy Limited

BSR 35 and 35a The Maifings
Lower Chariton Trading Estate

Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 S5GE

E: info@bsrenengy com

T: +44 (0]1458 224 900

31 August 2022

BY EMAIL OMNLY
Dear Counciller Parker,
Land at Bakers Rood, solar development proposals

I am emailing you as the representative for Stour Valley Morth at Braintree District Council,
regarding BiR Energy’s emerging proposals for solar development on Land at Bakers Road,
Belchamp 5t Paul. The proposals, which are still ot an early stage, sesk to provide a 49 7MW
solar energy development, which would power the eguivalent of 12,501 homes a year and
provide a reduction of 11,072 fonnes of CO2 per year. Pleasze find enclosed with thizs letter a
site location plan to help with identifying the proposed location of the development.

The need fo protect the planet from global warming hasz never been maore important, and
the recent summer temperatures and drought in the UK have reinforced this urgency. At the
same time, the socaring cost of living crisis requires alternative energy projects which do not
rely on expensive gas, o help reduce consumer bilk long ferm.

Solar development iz a cleaner and cheaper alfernative to fossil fuels, helping fo boost our
energy independence, something highlighted within the Government's recent Energy
Security Mrategy, which calls for a five-fold increase in sclar enargy by 2035,

Our proposals for Land at Bakers Road seek to:

* Allow for a significant opportunity for green energy production in Braintree

* Ensurz a secure and stable supply of eleciicity to help meet the Government’s
target of net zero by 2050

* Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms take up les than 5% of
the land. This allows for plants to confinue to grow and animals to still pass through
the site

* FProvide o minimum increase of 255% in biodiversity net gain, which exceeds fthe 10%
target outlined in the Envircnment Act 2021

* |mprovements in the condifion of existing habitats and creation of new habitats to
enhance bicdiversity on site

+  Secure the future of a local family farm, supporing ongoing agriculfues in the area

* Allow the land fo be returned o agricultural use following decommissioning with an
operational lifespan of 40 years

As the local representative for the area, we would like to invite you to attend a virtual
presentafion of the proposals on Thursday 8 September 2022 18:00 - 1%:00. We have also
writhen in similar terms to the following Brainfree District Councillors:

Councillor Butiand — Leader of the Council

Councillor Cunningham - Deputy Leader of the Council

Councillor Schmitt — Cakinset Membker for Climate Change and the Bnvironment
Councillor Spray — Cabinet Memiper for Planning and Infrastructure

+44 (01458 224 P00 | info@bsrenergy.com | wwa.brfishrenewaobles.com
B3R Energy Umited | Company number 10435333
Registered oddress: 35 and 350 The Malfings. Lower Chardton Trading Estafe, Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 SGE
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BSR

We have written in similar terms fo the above memibbers, but should you feel that there are
others at the Council who would bensfit from attending the briefing, or would be inferested
in the proposals, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

We appreciate that given your position as the Yice Chair of the Planning Committes it may
b2 necessary to have Officers in attendance for any mesfing and you will be unakle fo
provide any feedback. We of course also respect any decision to net meeat with us, given
your positicn.

For your wider awarenes:z, we are due to meet with memizers of Belchamp 31 Paul Parish
Council on Tuesday & Septemiper 2022 at 19:00. As part of this meeting with the Parish
Council, we also hope to understand memlpers” views of ow proposed pubklic consultation
activities, which are cutlined below for your information.

Owr public consultation is scheduled fto run from 19 September 2022 to h Oclober 2022 The
consultation will provide the opportunity for the wider community to comment on the
proposals. Prior to launching the pulblic consultation, we will be outreaching to our closest
neighbours and relevant community groups to brief these in advance. We are ablo seeking
to brief Clare Town Council on the proposals.

To launch public consultation, it is intended to issue a leaflet to 2250 househaolds across Knowl
Green, Belchamp 3t Paul, CThurch Street, Clare, Stoke by Clare, Ashen, and Cvington, inviting
residents to view information on our welbsite, and provide feedback using our online
feediback form, project specific reephone line (0800 058 4283), and project specific email
address (info@BiEknowlgresn.co.uk). Hard copy information and accessible versions will be
made available on reguest.

It is also infended that we will puklicize the consultation through social media advertising. All
matenals will invite residents to attend ocur public consultation drop-in session on Thursday 298
September 2022 between 4pm and Bpm at Clare Town Hall, Market Hill, Clare, Sudioury C310
EMM. The consultation event will provide residents the cpportunity fo speak with a member of
the project tearn, and review information on the proposals.

| hope that this letter is helpful. Should you have any questions or 1o BSVP to our meeting

invite, please do not hesitate to contact Lawen Whipg, or Alastair Fisher from PLME, cur
stakeholder ngagement consuttants, on SN -

We can confinue to be contacted by residents and other interested paries by email ot

info@BSRknowlgreen oo uk and by calling freephone 0B00 058 4283,

fours sincerely,
Sarah Hyrmas

Project Manager

BSE Emergy

EMDE

+44 (001458 224 P00 | jpfo@bsenergv.com | was britishrenewgbles com - LQ
B3R Enengy Limited | Company number 104353232 A
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Appendix B — Sample letter to Braintree District Council members

January 2023

B3R Energy Limited

BSR 35 and 35a The Maltings
Lowver Charton Trading Estate

Shepton Malket, Somerser, BaAd SQE

E: info@bsrenergy.com

T: +44 |0)1458 224 P00

31 August 2022

BY EMAIL OMLY
Dear Counciller Butland,
Land at Bakers Road, solar development proposals

| am emailing you as the Leader of the Council at Brainfree District Council, regarding BER
Energy's emerging proposals for sclar development on Land at Bakers Road, Belchamp 5t
Paul. The proposals, which are sfill at an early stage, seek to provide o 47 97MW solar energy
development, which would power the equivalent of 12,501 homes a year and provide o
reduction of 11,072 tonnes of CO2 per year. Please find enclosed with this letier a site
locafion plan to help with identifying the proposed location of the development.

The need to protect the planet from global warming has never been more important, and
the recent surmnmer ternperatures and drought in the UK hoave reinforced this urgency. At the
same time, the scaring cost of living crisis requires altermative energy projects which do not
rely on expensive gas, to help reduce consumer kills long term.

Solar development is a cleansr and cheaper altemative to fossil fuels, helping to boost ow
ensrgy independance, something highlighted within the Govemment's recent Energy
Security Strategy. which calls for a five-fold increase in sclar energy by 2035,

Cwr proposals for Land at Bakers Road seek to:

*»  Allow for a significant opporfunity for green energy production in Braintree

* Ensure o secure and stable supply of electricity to help meet the Govemment's
target of net zere by 2050

* Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms take up less than 5% of
the land. This allows for plants to continue to grow and animals fo still pass theough
the site

* Provide @ minimwm increase of 25% in bicdiversity net gain. which exceeds the 10%
target outlined in the Environment Act 2021

* Improvements in the condifion of existing habitats and creation of new hakitats to
enhance bicdiversity on site

* Secure the future of a local family farm, supporting ongoing agriculture in the area

*  Allow the land to be returned to agricultural vse following decommissioning with an
operational ifespan of 40 years

Given your posifion at the Council and likely interest in this imporfant proposal, we would like
to invite you to attend a virlval presentation of the proposals on Thursday & September 2022
18:00 — 19:00. We have alo written in similar terms to the following Braintree District
Councillors:

» Councillor Parker — Stowr Valley Morth [the site ward)
» Councillor Cunningham — Deputy Leader of the Council
»  Councillor Schmitt — Cakinet Member for Climate Change and the Environment
« Councillor Spray — Cabinet Member for Planning and Infrastructure
+44 (01458 T24 200 | ipfo@borenergycom | amw brtizhren=wobles com

e

B3R Energy Limited | Comparny number 10435322
Regisier=d address: 25 and 35a The Maltings, Lower Chardton Trading Esfate, Shepion Mallef, Zomemset, BAL SQE
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Should you feel that there are others at the Council who would bensefit from ottending the
briefing, or would be interested in the proposals, please do not hesitate fo get in touch.

Cwwr puklic consultation is scheduled to run frem 19 Seplember 2022 fo 9 October 2022. The
consultation wil provide the cpporunity for the wider community to comment on the
proposals. Prioe o lavnching the public consultation, we will be outreaching to ouwr closest
neighbours and relevant community grouvps to brief these in advance.

To launch puklic consultation, it is intended o issue a leaflet to 2250 households across Knowl
Green, Belchamp 5t Paul, Church Street, Clare, Stoke by Clare, Ashen, and Ovington, inviting
residents to view information on our website, and provide feedback using cur online
feedback form, project specific freephone line (0800 058 4283), and project specific email
address [info@BSEknowlgreen.co.uk). Hard copy information and accessible versions will be
made available on request.

It is also infendead that we will publicize the consultation through social media advertising. Al

matenals will invite residents to attend our public consulfation drop-in session on Thursday 29H
Sepltember 2022 between 4pm and Bpm at Clare Town Hall, Market Hill, Clare, Sudbury CO10
BHHM. The consultation event will provide residents the cpporunity to speak with a memioer of
the project team, and review information on the proposals.

| hope that this letter is helpful. Should you have any gquestions or o BREVP fo cur meeting
invite, please do not hesitate to contact Lavren Whipp, or Alastair Fisher from PLME, our
stakehclder engagement consultants, on ar

We can confinue o be contacted by residents and other interested parties by email at
info@BS Fknowlaresn oo uk and by caling freephons 0800 052 42283,

Yours sincerely,
Sarah Hymas

Project Manager
BER Emergy

ERD3

+44 (0] 1458 224 P00 | infofibsrenergy.com | www.britishrenswaobles.com E
B3R Energy Lmited | Company number 10425323 +

1

A
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Appendix C — Sample of letter to Essex County Council

January 2023

B3R Energy Limited

BSR 35 and 35a The Malfings
Lower Chariton Trading Estate

Shepton Malet, Somerset, Bad SQE

E: info@bsrenergy.com

T: +44 (0]1458 224 00

31 August 2022

BY EMAIL OMLY
Dear Councillor Schwier,
Land at Bakers Road, solar development proposals

| am emailing you as the representative for Hedingham, Deputy to the Leader, and ECC
Climate Czar at Essex County Council, regarding BSR Energy’'s emerging proposals for sclar
development on Land at Bakers Road, Belchamp 5t Paul. The proposals, which are still ot an
eary stage, seek to provide a 47 PPMMW solar energy development, which would power the
equivalent of 12,501 homes a year and provide a reducfion of 11,072 tonnes of CO2 per
year. Please find enclosed with this letter a site location plan to help with identifying the
proposed location of the development.

The need to protect the planet from global warming has never been more important, and
the recent surnmer temperatures and drought in the UK have reinforced this urgency. At the
same time, the soaring cost of living crisis reguires altemative energy projects which do not
rely on expensive gas, to help reduce consumer kills long term.

Solar development is a cleaner and cheaper alternative to fossil fuels, helping to boost ouwe
ensrgy independence, something highlighted within the Govemment's recent Energy
Security Strategy. which calls for a five-fold increase in sclar energy by 2035,

Cwur proposals for Land at Bakers Road seek to:

*  Allow for a significant opporfunity for green energy production in Braintree

* Ensurs a secure and stable supply of elechicity to help meet the Govemment's
target of net zerc by 2050

* Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms take up less than 5% of
thie land. This allows for plants to confinue to grow and animals fo still pass theowgh
the site

* Provide 2 minimum increase of 25% in biodiversity net gain, which exceseds the 10%
target outlined in the Envircnment Act 2021

* Improvements in the condifion of exisfing habitats and creaticn of new hakitats to
enhance bicdiversity on site

* Secure the future of a local family farm, supporting ongoing agrculture in the area

*  Allow the land to be returned to agricultural uwse following decommissioning with an
operafional ifespan of 40 years

Given your position at the Council and likely interest in this important proposal, we would like
to invite you to attend a virhwal presentation of the proposals on Thursday 8 September 2022
19:30 — 20:30. We have ako written in similar terms fo the following Essex County Councillors:

» Councillor Bentley — Leader of the Council

»  Councillor McEinlay — Deputy Leader of the Council

»  Councillor Wagland OBE - Cakinet Member for Economic Renewal, Infrastructure,
and Planning

+44 (0] 1458 F24 900 | infodiporenargy com | www brifichrenewgblas com

BER Energy Limited | Company number 10425323
Regisiered address: 25 and 35a The Maltings, Lower Charfton Trading Esfote, Shepion Mallet, Jomeset, BAL SGE
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BSR

Should you feel that there are cthers at the Council who would bensfit from attending the
briefing, or would be interested in the proposals, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Cwr public consultation is scheduled to run from 190 Seplember 2022 fo 9 Oclober 2022. The
cansultation will provide the opportunity for the wider community to comment on the
proposals. Price to launching the pubklic consultation, we will be outreaching to ocuwr closest
neighkours and relevant community groups to bref these in advance.

To launch puklic consultation, it is intended to issue a leaflet to 2250 houwseholds across Knowl
Green, Belchamp 3t Paul, Church Street, Clare, 3toke by Clare, Ashen, and Ovington, inviting
residents to view information on cur welbsite, and provide feedback using cur online
feedback form, project specific freephone line (0800 058 4283), and project specific email
address [info@BiRknowlareen.co.uk). Hard copy informafion and accessible versions will be
made availakble on request.

Itis also infended that we will publicize the consultation through social media adwvertising. All
materals will invite residents to attend our public consultation drop-in session on Thursday 29M
September 2022 between dpm and 8pm af Clare Town Hall, Market Hill, Clare, Sudiouwy CO10
BHM. The consultation event will provide residents the cpportunity to speak with a memiber of
the project tearn, and review information on the proposals.

| hope that this letier is helpful. Should you have any guesticns or to BEVP to cur meeting
invite, please do not hesitate to contact Lavren Whipp, or Alastair Fisher from PLME, our
stakeholder engagement consultants, on NN

We can continue to be contacted by residents and other interested parties by email at
info @B Rknowlgreen co uk and by caling freephons 0800 052 4283,

Yours sincershy,
Sarah Hyrnos

Project Maonoger
BSR Emergy

EMDE

+44 (D) 1458 T24 900 | info@osrenergy.com | wwe. britichrenssables com

a
-
:
BiR Energy Limited | Company number 10435323 &
- . - P . - - - . = o " - 5 o =
Regisfered oddress: 25 and 35a The Malings, Lower Charfton Trading Esfote, Sheapion Malet, Zomersef, BA4 SGE =
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Appendix D — Sample of letter to Belchamp St Paul Parish Council

January 2023

B3R Energy Limited

BSR 35 and 35a The Maltings
Lowver Charton Trading Estate

Shepton Maket, Somernset, BA4 SQE

E: info@bsrenergy.com

T: +44 (0]1458 224 00

31 August 2022

BY EMAIL COHLY
Dear Councillor Butland,
Land at Bakers Road, solar development proposals

| am emailing you as the Leader of the Council ot Brainiree Distict Council, regarding BSR
Energy's emerging proposals for sclar development on Land of Bakers Road, Belcharmp 5t
Paul. The proposals, which are =il at an early stage, sesk to provide a 47 97MW solar ensrgy
developrment, which would power the equivalent of 12,501 homes a year and provide a
reduction of 11,072 tonnes of CO2 per year. Please find enclosed with this lefier a site
location plan to help with identifying the proposed location of the development.

The nead to protect the planet from global warming has never been more important, and
the recent surnmer temperafures and drought in the UE have reinforced this urgency. At the
same time, the scaring cost of living crisis regquires altemative energy projects which do not
rely on expensive gas, to help reduce consumer kills long term.

Solar development is a cleansr and cheaper altemative to fossil fuels, helping to boost ouwr
ensrgy independence, something highlighted within the Govemment's recent Energy
Securty Strategy. which calls for a five-fold increase in sclar energy by 2035,

Cwur proposals for Land at Bakers Road seek to:

»  Allow fior a significant opporunity for green energy production in Braintres

* Ensure o secure and stable supply of electricity to help meet the Govemment's
target of net zerc by 2050

* Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms take up less than 5% of
thie land. This allows for plants to continue fo grow and animals fo still pass theough
the site

* Provide a minimum increase of 257 in biodiversity net gain, which exceeds the 10%
target outlined in the Environment Act 2021

* Improvements in the condifion of existing habitats and creation of new hakitats to
enhance bicdiversity on site

»  Secure the future of a local family farm, supporting ongoing agriculfure in the area

*  Allow the lond to be returned to agricultural vse following decommissiconing with an
operafional ifespan of 40 years

Given your position at the Council and likely interest in this imporfant proposal, we would like
to invite you to attend a virfwal presentation of the proposals on Thursday 8 September 2022
18:00 - 19:00. We have alo written in similar terms to the following Braintree District
Councillors:

»  Councillor Parker — Stow Yalley North [the site ward)
»  Councillor Cunningham - Deputy Leader of the Council
o Councillor Schmitt - Cakinet Membker for Climate Change and the Environment
» Councillor Spray — Cabinet Member for Planning and Infrastructure
+44 (D] 1458 224 900 | jpfpfiberenergy.com | mww brifichrenewgbles com

i

B3R Energy Umited | Company number 10435323
Regisiered address: 25 and 35a The Maltings, Lower Charfton Trading Esfote, Shepion Mallet, 3omeret, BAL SQE
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Cwr public consultation is scheduled to run from 190 Seplember 2022 to 7 October 2022, The
consultation will provide the cpportunity for the wider community to comment on the
proposals. Prior to launching the public consultation, we will be outreaching to cuwr closest
neighbours and relevant community groups o brief these in advance. We are alsc seeking
to brief Clare Town Council on the proposals.

To launch puklic consultation, it is intended to issue a leaflet to 2250 househeolds across Knowl
Green, Belcharmp 3t Paul, Church Street, Clare, 3toke by Clare, Ashen, and Ovington, inviting
residents to view information on cur website, and provide feedlback using our online
feediback form, project specific freephone line (0800 058 4283), and project specific email
address [info@BSREnowlareen.co.uk). Hard copy information and acoessiole versions will be
made availakble on request.

Itis alsc infended that we will puklicke the consultation through social media advertising. All

miaterals will invite residents to attend our public consultation drop-in session on Thursday 29
September 2022 between 4pm and 8pm at Clare Town Hall, Mareet Hill, Clare, Sudibuwry CO10
BMM. The consultation event will provide residents the cpportunity to speak with a memler of
the project tearn, and review informaftion on the proposals.

| hope that this letter is helpful. Thank you for the oppordunity to present cur proposak and we
ook forvard to meeting you on Tuesday & September 2022, Should you have any guesfions
ahead of cur meeting, please do not hesitate to contact Lawen Whipp, or Alastair Fsher

from PLME, cur stakeholder engagement consultants, on _
|

We can continue fo be contacted by residents and other inferested parties by email at
info @B Rknowlareen oo uk and by caling freephone 0800 052 4283,

Yours sincershy,

Sarah Hyrnos

Project Manoger

BSRE Energy

EMD3

+44 (0]1458 224 900 | info@bsrenergy.com | waww.britishrenewoblas.com 4 Lq
B3R E P Compary number 10435323 ]
Regisiered oddress: 25 and 350 The Maltings, Lower Chaortton Troding Esiote, Shepion Mallet, Zomeset, BAL SGE -
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Appendix E — Sample of email and letter to Clare Town Council

BSR Energy Limied

BSR 35 and 35a The Maltings
Lower Chartton Trading Estate

Shepton Malet, Somerset, BA4 5GE

E: infoiibsrenergy.com

T: +44 [0} 1458 224 %00

8 September 2022
BY EMAIL CMLY
Dear Councillors,
FAC: All Members of Clare Town Council
Land at Bakers Road, solar development proposals

| arm emailing you as a memiber of Clare Town Council regarding BSE Energy’s emerging
proposals for solar development on Land at Bakers Rood, Belchamp 3t Paul. The proposals,
which are still af an early stage, seek fo provide a 49 MW solar energy development, which
would power the equivalent of 12,501 homes a year and provide a reduction of 11,072
tonnes of CO2 per year. Flease find enclosed with this letier a site location plan fo help with
identifying the proposed location of the development.

The need to protect the planet from glolbal wamrming has never been more important. and
the recent surmmer temperatures and drought in the UK have reinforced this urgency. At the
same fime, the scarnng cost of iMing cnsk requires aternafive energy projects which do not
rely on expensive gas. to help reduce consumer bills long ferm.

Sclar development is a cleaner and cheaper alternative fo fossil fuels, helping to boost our
energy independence, something highlighted within the Govemment's recent Energy
Security Strategy. which calk for a five-fold increase in solar energy by 2035,

Our proposals for Land at Bakers Road seek to:

* Allow for a significant opporunity for green energy production in Braintree

= Ensure a secure and stable supply of electncity to help meet the Government's
target of net zerc by 2050

» Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms take up less than 5% of
the land. This allows for plants o continue to grow and animals fo still pass through
the site

* Provide a minimum increase of 25% in biodiversity net gain, which exceeds the 10%
target outlined in the Environment Act 2021

*»  Improvements in the condifion of existing habitats and creation of new habkitats to
enhance biodiversity on site

» Secure the future of a local family farm, supporting ongeing agriculiure in the area

s  Allow the land to be retumed to agrculivral vse following decommissicning with an
operational lifespan of 40 years

Although West Suffolk Coundcil is not the Local Planning Authority for the propesals, given the
proximity to the authority border, we wanted fo ensure that you were fully briefed on the
proposals. We have also written to the Clare, Hundon, and Kedington ward members at West
Suffolk Council to seck a meeting to present the proposals. Our public consultation activities
will also include residents of Clare.

Cwr public consultation is scheduled to run from 19% September 2022 to ¥ October 2022, The
consultation will provide the opporfunity for the wider community fo comment on the

+44 (0] 1458 224 900 | nfodbsenergy.com | weew britishrenewabies com
SR Energy Limited | Company number 10435323
Regstered oddress: 35 and 353 The Maltings, Lower Chardon Troging Estate, Shepton Mabet, Somerset, BA4 5EE
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proposals. Phor to lmunching the public consultation, we will ke cutreaching to our closest
rneighlocurs and relevant comemunity groups to brisf these in advance.

To launch pulblic consultation, it s intended o Bsue a leaflet o 2250 households acros KEnowl
Green, Belchamp 5t Paul, Church Street, Clare, Stoke by Clare, Ashen, and Cwington, inviting
residernts to view information on our welbbsite, and provide feedbock wsing our online
feedboack form, project specific freephone line (0800 058 4283), and project specific email
oddress info@BiRknowlgreen_ co.uk). Hard copy information and accessible versions will be
made availakble on reguest.

It iz alzo infended that we will pulblicise the consultation through social media adverizsing. All
rarterials will invite residents o attend our public consultation drop-insession on Thursday 29
September 2022 between 4pm and 8pm of Clare Town Hall, Market Hill, Clare, Sudouny 010
BHM. The consultation event will provide residents the opportunity to speak with a memileer of
the project team, and review infoemation on the proposals.

| hoxpe that this letter B helpful. Should you have any questions or you wish o setup a
mesting with the project feam, please do not hesitate o contact Lauren Whipp, or Alashar
Fizher frorm PLME, cur stakeholder engagement consultants, on

We can continue o be confacted by residents and other interested parties by email at
infoEBiRknowlareen.co.uk and by calling freephons 0800 058 4283,

Yours sincersly,
Sarah Hymos

Project Manoger
B3R Energy

EMDE

+44 |0]1458 224 P00 | ipfo@borapergy.com | e oofehrenegblac com
BSR Enengy Limited | Comparny numiber 10435323
Regiiered oddress: 25 and 35a The Maitings, Lower Charion Troding Esfabe, Shepton Malet, lomersat, BA4 SQE
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Appendix F — Sample letter to other stakeholder groups

January 2023

B3R Energy Limited

BSR 35 and 35a The Malfings
Lower Chartton Trading Estate

Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 5GE

E: infolllsrenargy.com

T: +44 (0] 1458 224 200

22 Septermber 2022

BY BMAIL ORMLY

Dear Esex Climate Acfion Commission,

Land at Bakers Road, solar development proposals

| am wrifing fo you in your capacity as an active community group focused on climate
action in Essex, to share with you information regarding BSE Energy’s emerging proposals for
solar development on Land at Bakers Road, Belchamp 5t Paul. The proposals, which are sfill
at an eary stage, seek to provide a 49 9%0MW solar energy development. which would power
the equivalent of 12,501 homes a year and provide a reduction of 11,072 fonnes of CO2 per
yvear. 3omething which we thought would be of interest to your organisation. Please find
enclosed with this letier a site location plan to help with identifying the proposed location of
the development.

The need to protect the planet from global warming has never been more important, and
the recent summer femperatures and drought in the UK have reinforced this urgency. At the
same fime, the soaring cost of living crisis requires alfemative energy projects which do not
rely on expensive gas, fo help reduce consumer bills long ferm.

Solar developrment is a cleaner and cheaper altemafive to fossil fuels, helping to boost our
energy independence, something highlighted within the Govemment’s recent Energy
Security Strategy. which calls for a five-fold increase in solar energy by 2035.

Qur proposals for Land at Bakers Boad seek fo:

= Allow for a signiicant opporfunity for green energy croduction in Braintree

» Ensure a secure and stable supply of elechicity to help meet the Govermment's
target of net zero by 2050

» Support exisfing biodiversity to thrive on fhe site, as solar farms take up less than 5% of
the land. This allows for plants to continue to grow and animals to still pass through
the site

*  Provide o minimum increase of 60% in biodiversity net gain, which exceeds the 10%
target cutined in the Environment Act 2021

» Improvements in the condifion of existing habifals and creaticn of new halbitats to
enhance biodiversity on site

= Secure the future of a local family farm, supporifing ongoing agriculfure in the area

= Allow the land fo be returned to agriculiural vse following decommissioning with an
operational lifespan of 40 years

Ahead of us launching our wider public consultation activities, we would welcome the
opportunity to speak with local community groups such as Essex Climate Action Commission,

+44 [0]1458 224 700 | jpfo@boenergy com | waww Difisrenewgbie: com
SR Energy Limited | Compsany numioer | 0435303
HE"Q stered oddress: 35 and 35a The Matt Mgs, Losseer Charfton Trccir‘g Estate, 5"|EPTGT' Mallet, Somerset, BA4 S2E
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to discuss this important proposal. We would be happy to meet with members of the
Commissicn at a fime and place of your convenience. If you would like to set up a mesting
to discuss the proposals, then pleass do get in touch with us by emailing
info@BSRknowlgreen.co.uk or calling freephone 0800 058 4283,

Cur public consulfation i scheduled o run from 26 September 2022 to 16n October 2022,
The consultation will provide the opportunity for the community fo comment on the
proposals. As part of our consultation, we will be holding a public consultation drop-in session
on Teesday 11 October 2022 between 4pm and 8pm of Clare Old School Community Cenfre,
Callis Street, Clare, Sudbury, CO10 8PX. This event will provide a further opporiunity to speak
with a member of the project team. and review information on the proposals.

For further information on the proposals, please visit www. BSEknowligreen.co.uk.

| hope that this letter is helpful. Should you have any questions or wish to organise a meeting
with the team. then please do not hesitate to get in touch with us by email ot

infoEBSRknowlgreen couk or by calling freephone 0800 058 4283.

Yours sincersly.
Sarah Hyrmas

Project Manager

BSR Emergy

EMDS

+44 (0]1458 224 900 | DOFOIENErgQY.COM | WA, DETe NGRS SO E '
BSR Energy Limited | Company numicer 10435325 | Lq

Regsterad oddress. 35 and 350 The Malfimgs, Lower Chanton Tro cir‘g Estate, Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BAd 5QFE
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Appendix G - Sample of email issued to Braintree District Council members, Essex
County Council Members, and Belchamp St Paul Parish Council following Queen’s

]
]
RE: Land at Bakers Road, solar development proposals
ﬁ Reply A@ Reply All —> Forward o
Suggested Meetings + Get more add-ins
Dear Councillor Parker,
| am writing to follow up on the email you would have received previously from my colleague Lauren Whipp on behalf of BSR Energy regarding proposals it is bringing forward for a solar development on Land
at Bakers Road, Belchamp St Paul.
Due to the passing of Her Majesty the Queen, the decision has been taken to delay the start of the public consultation on the proposals, as well as the consultation event date.
The public consultation will now run between 26 September 2022 and 16 October 2022. The public consultation event will now take place on Tuesday 11 October 2022 at the Clare Old School Community
Centre, Callis Street, Clare, Sudbury CO10 8XP from 4pm to 8pm.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact myself, or my colleague, Lauren, via return email, or by nm___smI\ respectively.
Kind regards,
Alastair
Alastair Fisher (He/Him)
Senior Account Executive
Built Environment at PLMR
oo 8
c I
o >
A &
]
® c
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Appendix H - Sample of letter to immediate neighbours

BSR

B3R Energy Limited
35 and 350 The Malfings
Lower Chariton Trading Estate

shepton Malert, somenet, BA4 SQE

E: info@bsrenergy.com
T: +44 0)1453 224 200

22 Septemioer 2022

The resident
<insert address=

Dear resident,
Land at Bakers Road, solar development proposals

| am writing to you as one of the neighkours closest to the site to share with you information
regarding B3R Energy's emerging proposals for sclar development on Land ot Bakers Road,
Belchamp 5t Paul. The proposals, which are still at an eary stage, seek to provide a 49 7MW
solar energy development, which would power the equivalent of 12,501 hames a year and
provide a reduction of 11,072 tonnes of COZ2 per year. Please find enclosed with this letter a
site location plan to help with identifying the proposed locaotion of the development.

The need to protect the planet from glolbal warming has never been more important, and
the recent summer temperafures and drought in the UE have reinforced this urgency. At the
same time, the socarng cost of living crisis requires altemative energy projects which do not
rely on expensive gas, to help reduce consumer kills long term.

Solar development is a cleanser and cheaper alternative to fossil fuels. helping to boost cuwr
ensrgy independence, something highlighted within the Govemment's recent Energy
Security Strategy. which calls for a five-fold increase in sclar energy by 2035,

Cur proposals for Land ot Bakers Road seek to:

*  Allow for a significant opporfunity for green energy production in Braintres

* Ensurs a secure and stable supply of electricity to help meet the Govemment's
target of net zere by 2050

*  Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms fake up less than 5% of
thie land. This allows for plants to continue fo grow and anirmals to still pass theough
the site

*  Provide a minimum increase of 605 in bicdiversity net gain, which exceeds the 10%
target outlined in the Envircnment Act 2021

*  Improvements in the condition of exisfing habitats and creation of new hakitats to
enhance bicdiversity on site

* Secure the future of a local family farm, supporting ongoing agrculfure in the area

* Allow the land fo be returned to agricultural vse following decommissiconing with an
operafional ifespan of 40 years

Ahead of us launching ocur wider public consulfation activities, we would welcome the
opporunity to speak with our closest neighlbouws, as we appreciate that you will ke the most
affected by the proposals. As @ result, you are likely to have specific gueries on the

+44 (0]1455 224 P00 | jpfo@osrenergy.com | wayw brtishrepesgbles.com
pr

BiR Energy Limited | Company number 10435323
Regisiered address: 25 and 350 The Maltings, Lower Charfton Trading Esiote, Shepton Malet, Zomersef, BA4 SGE
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BSR

development and itz impact on you. We would be happy fo meet with you at a fime and
place of your convenience. If you would like to set up a meeting to discuss the proposals,

then please do get in fouch with us by emailing info@BSRknowlgreen co uk or calling
freephone 0800 058 4283,

Cwr public consultation i scheduled to run from 26W September 2022 to 146% Oclober 2022,
Thie consultafion will provide the cppordunity for the community to comment on the
proposals. As part of our consultation, we will be holding a public consultation drop-in session
on Tuesday 11 October 2022 between dpm and 8pm at Clare Old School Community Centre,
Callis Sfreet, Clare, Sudkury, TO10 BPX. Thizs event will provide a further cpportunity to speak
with a member of the project tearm, and review information on the proposals.

For further information on the proposak, please visit waww BERknowlgreen.couk.

| hope that this letter is helpful. Should you have any questions or wish fo orgaonise a meeting
with the team, then please do not hesitate fo get in touch with us by email at

infofBs Fknowlgrean oo uk or by calling freephone 08500 058 4283

Yours sincershy,
Sarah Hymaos

Froject Manoger
BSR Energy

EMD3

+44 (D]1458 224 200 | info@bsrenergy.com | waw. britishrenswables.com
B3R Energy Limited | Comporny number 10435323 g
Regisiered oddress: 25 and 350 The Mallings. Lower Chaoriton Troding Esiote, Shepion Maollet, Jomese=f, BAd SGE e
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Appendix | — Sample of consultation leaflet

Have your say on proposals
for solar development on land
at Bakers Road.

BSR
Energy

January 2023

Ciare Golf Course

Church €

Belchomp St Paul

BSR Energy is bringing forward proposals for solar development on Land at Bakers
Road, Belchamp St Paul. The proposals, which are still at an early stage, seek to provide
a 49.99MW solar energy development, which would power the equivalent of 12,501
homes a year and provide a reduction of 11,072 tonnes of CO2 per year.

The need to protect the planet from global
warming has never been more important, and
the recent summer temperatures and drought
in the UK have reinforced this urgency. At the
same time, the soaring cost of living crisis
requires alternative energy projects which
do not rely on expensive gas, to help reduce
consumer bills long term.

Solar development is a cleaner and cheaper
alternative to fossil fuels, helping to boost our
energy independence, something highlighted
within the Government’s recent Energy Security
Strategy, which calls for a five-fold increase in
solar energy by 2035.

The proposals for Land at Bakers Road seek
to:

+ Allow for a significant opportunity for green
energy production in Braintree;

* Ensure a secure and stable supply of
electricity to help meet the Government’s
target of net zero by 2050;

Support existing biodiversity to thrive on
the site, as the solar panels will only disturb
around 5% of the ground. This allows for
plants to continue to grow and animals to
still pass through the site;

Provide a minimum increase of 60% in
biodiversity net gain, which exceeds the
10% target outlined in the Environment Act
2025;

Improvements in the condition of existing
habitats and creation of new habitats to
enhance biodiversity on site;

Secure the future of a local family farm,
supporting ongoing agriculture in the area;

Allow the land to be returned to agricultural
use following decommissioning with an
operational lifespan of 40 years.
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BSR is committed to speaking with the community at the

earliest possible opportunity to allow us to fully consider
the feedback received from those that know the area best.

Our consultation is taking place until Sunday 16 October and we want to
hear from you. For more information and to have your say:

Visit ~www.BSRknowlgreen.co.uk
Email info@BSRknowigreen.co.uk
Phone 0800 058 4283

Come and see us in person

An in-person consultation event will
also be taking place as follows:

Tuesday 11 October 2022
4pm until 8pm

Clare Old School Community Centre,
Callis Street, Clare, Sudbury,
COI0 8PX.

This event will provide an opportunity for you to speak with a member of the project
team, review the early-stage proposals, and provide your feedback. All of the information

available to view at the in-person consultation events will also be available on the
project website.

www.BSRknowligreen.co.uk

BSR The project team can be reached on 0800 058 4283 or
Ener Info@BSRknowlgreen.co.uk should you have any questions or
ay wish to request hard copy materials and/or accessible formats.
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Appendix J — Consultation Survey

BSR
Energy

Knowl Green Solar Farm, Belchamp St Paul
Consultation Feedback Survey

m .

@ Tokes 4 minutes

1+ To what extent do you agree that we need to take steps to tackle
the Climate Emergency?

[E Agree

[ Somewhat agree

]
]
[@ No view ]
]
]

[@ Somewhat disagree

[E Disagree

2+ To what extent do you believe that building new solar developments
will contribute to reducing carbon emissions and reach the goal set
by the Government of being net zero by 20507

{E Agree
{ Somewhat agree

|
|
{@ No view }
|
|

{@ Somewnhat disagree

{E Disagree
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3» To what extent do you agree that building new solar developments

will assist with the current cost-of-living crisis, by helping to provide
additional energy security for the UK, and reducing the cost of
household and business energy bills.

Agree
[ Somewhat agree

|
|
No view }
|
|

[@ Somewhat disagree

[ [e | Disagree

4» Onascale of 1-5how important is it that the proposals provide a
minimum 60% biodiversity net gain on the site? (please circle below)

Very Important Not important

5+ Onascale of 1-5how important is it fo you that the site is returned
to agricultural use following any solar development being
decommissioned? (please circle below)

Very Important Not important
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6 Sustainability and biodiversity (for example, maintaining habitats
and helping to create new habitats) are becoming increasingly
important given the climate emergency. How important is it fo you
that new development makes provision for improvement and
creation of habitats, through infill planting, species rich grassland
and native hedgerows?

{E Very important }
{ Important }
{@ Neutral }
|
|

{@ Not a priority

{E Not important at all

7+ Following a review of the information available, do you have any
thoughts that you would like to share regarding the landscaping
and biodiversity of the site?

Shift T + Enter ¢ fo make aline break

press Enter ¢

8+ Following a review of the information available, do you have any
thoughts that you would like fo share regarding fransport
movements throughout construction or any other fransport related
queries?

Shift §t + Enter ¢ o make a line break

press Enter ¢

9+ Please provide any further comments in the box below.

Shift @ + Enter ¢ to make aline break

press Enter ¢
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10+ Full Name:

Type your answer here...

press Enter ¢

11+ Email address:

name@example.com

press Enter ¢

12+ Postcode:

Type your answer here...

m press Ctrl + Enter ¢
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Appendix K — Sample of consultation website

£~
v Energy

Land at Bakers Road,

Belchamp St Paul

British Solar Renewables (BSR Energy) is bringing forward proposals
for a new solar development on Land at Bakers Road, Belchamp St
Paul. The 49.7-hectare site is located 1km northwest of Belchamp St.
Paul Village in Essex. The proposals represent an opportunity to boost

green energy.generation in Braintree.

BSR North Farm Solar Park,

Given the current cost of living crisis, which includes soaring energy prices and
concerns around energy security, providing locally sourced clean, green, and
reliable energy production is more vital than ever. Additionally, Braintree District
Council declared a climate emergency in 2019 and the central Government has set
out ambitious targets to ensure the United Kingdom is net zero by 2050. In order to
meet this target and to address the climate emergency, the shift away from
polluting fossil fuel sources towards green energy production options, such as

solar developments, is needed urgently.

BSR Energy is passionate about playing its part to help the UK make the change

towards renewable sources. We have all seen first-hand this summer the impacts

that climate change is having, from the hottest day on record being recorded, fo
official drought declarations. The time to take action and mitfigate against any Aerial red line site outline plan

further damage to our planet is now.

BSR's proposals would deliver a solar development with an export capacity of up to 49.99MW. This energy would be fed directly into the grid via an underground cable

route and substation connection.

BSR is keen to hear from the local community as these plans are progressed, to ensure we understand any concerns at this early stage in the development of the

proposals. Further information on how you can get involved in our consultation can be viewed here.

The Proposals Construction and Operation Have Your Say FAQs Downloads »
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The Proposals

BSR Barfon Close Farm Solar Park, Devon

BSR Energy's proposals for Land at Bakers Road would deliver the following:

= Asolar development with o total export copacity of up to 49.93 MW, This is the equivalent
energy production to powering 12,501 homes every year, resulfing in the reduction of 11,072
tonnes of CO2 per year being emitted into the atmosphers.

A.minimum of 60% increase in biodiversity net gain for the site, this not only mesets but far

exceeds the minimumm 10% farget outlined by the government in the Environment Act 2021. As
peart of this, existing habitats on site will be retained and managed, to ensure that thereis no
detrimental impact on the existing condition of the habitat over the lifespan of the
developrment.

Improvements to the condition of existing habitats, as well as facilitating the creation of new

habitats. This could include:

1. The creation of new native hedgerows where required;
2. Infill hedgerow planting where gaps occur in the existing vegetation, for betterment of
the existing londscape and along the By-Way and Public Right of Way (PROW); and

3. The craation of species rich grassland across the entire site, including rough grassland

clong the bases of existing vegstation.

Proposed site layout plan

The proposed solar development would have an operational lifespan of 40 years, meaning that following the decommissioning the land can be refurned to

agricultural use.

Throughout the lifespan of the solar development, there is a significant opportunity for biodiversity fo continue and thrive on the site. This is because solar

developrments toke up less than 5% of the land, which will allow for plants to continue to grow and animals to still pass through the site.

Solar energy is an affordable and efficient form of green energy which is an important part of ensuring the energy independance of the United Kingdom and

working fowards meeting the Government sef target of net zero by 2050, as well as the COP26 fargets for keeping global temperature rise below 1.5°C.

Secure the future of a local family run farm, allowing them fo confinue to be used for food production for the foreseeable future.

A Community Benefit Fund will be created, offering a total of £49,980 (£1,000 per MW) in grants available fo directly support local projects and benefit the local

community.

The creation of jobs through installation, ongeing mainfenance, and decommissioning, helping to further support the local economy.

The above site layout plan indicates the proposed location for the solar panels, underground cable connection route, and substation location.

The global climate is changing faster than we have ever seen before, evidenced by the UK experiencing the hottest day on record this summer, fo official drought
declarations as a result of the uncharacteristically hot, dry weather. Conditions which are set to confinue and worsen if we don't act now fo make the fransition to clean
and renewable energy sources. By supporting renewable energy schemes, such as the one we are proposing at Knowl Green, we are taking an important step forward in

the fight against climate change and will be helping fo confribute fowards a secure and stable supply of electricity for the United Kingdom.
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Construction and Operation

Throughout construction and operation of the proposed solar development on Land at Bakers Road, Belchamp St Paul, BSR Energy is committed fo ensuring that the

impact to the local road network, and the local community is kept fo a minimum.

Construction is expected to take approximately six months, within this fime the peak traffic movements in and around the site would be during months one to four. During

the peak of the construction period, there are expected to be approximately 15 fwo-way HGV movermnents a day during month three as a worst-cose scenario.

Access to the sife is proposed to be from Bakers Road, located to the south of the main site. The A131, whichis located 8.5km east and 15km south of the site, would be

the primary route for construction traffic accessing the development. Construction traffic is expected to leave the A131 at High Garrett and turn onfo the A1017 and

follow this for 12km before turning right onfo Bridge Street. Traffic would then follow the road round onto Tillbury Road before turning leff onfo Clare Road, and confinuing

for approximately 4km before reaching Bakers Road, where the site access would be located. The route is outlined on the Traffic Route Map below.

Due to the rural location of the site, it is expected that there will be minimal
noise disruption to the wider area surrounding the site throughout
constfruction, although we appreciate some of our closest neighbours are
likely to have specific concerns relating to the construction noise and impact.
We would encourage these neighbours to get in touch with the project team
with regard to these specific concerns. Details on how to get in fouch can be

found here

Existing Public Rights of Ways (PRoW) will be mainfained to ensure that as far
as possible throughout construction, there is safe passage for those
accessing these. We will be implementing screening mitigations where
required along PRoWs fo ensure the proposed solar development would not

have a negative impact on these.

Once the sife is operafional, it is anticipated that there will only be low levels of
traffic accessing the site for maintenance purposes. It is therefore expected
that the largest volume of fraffic will be associated with the construction

phase of the project.

January 2023
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S Eneroy

Have Your Say

Thank you to everyone who gave feedback during the consultation. Our consultation period has now closed. We will be reviewing all feedback given ahead of submitting

an application to Braintree District Council.
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Home “The Proposails Construction and Operation Have Your Say

Energy

BSR Barton Close Farm Solar Park, Devon

Land at Bakers Road, Belchamp St Paul is located 1km northwest of Belchamp St. Paul Village in Braintree, Essex. The village of Belchamp St. Paul is Tkm to the

southeast of the site and the hamlet of Knowl Green is 1.2km fo its south.

In 2019 Braintree District Council declared a climate emergency, and central Government has also set out commitments for the Unifed Kingdom to reach net zero by
2050. Additionally, the United Kingdom is facing a cost-of-living crisis, fuelled largely by concerns around energy security and rapidly rising costs of wholesale fossi

fuels.

Solar energy is an affordable and efficient form of green energy which is an important part of ensuring the energy independence of the United Kingdom and working

towards meeting the target of net zero by 2050 as well as the COP26 targets for keeping global temperature rise below 1.5°C.
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4« What are the benefits of the proposal?

Our proposals for Land af Bakers Road seek to:

Allow for a significant opportunity for green energy production in Braintree

Ensure a secure and stable supply of electricity to help meet the Government's target of net zero by 2050

Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms fake up less than 5% of the land. This allows for plants to confinue to grow and animals to still

pass through the site

Provide a minimum increase of 60% in biodiversity net gain, which exceeds the 10% target ocutlined in the Environment Act 2021

Improvements in the condition of existing habitats and creation of new habitats to enhance biodiversity on site

Secure the future of a local family farm, supporfing ongoing agriculture in the area

Provide a Community Benefits Fund with a total funding allocation of £49,990 to support local projects and the local community

Allow the land to be returned to agricultural use following decommissioning with an operational lifespan of 40 years

For more information on the benefits of the proposal and fo view further details, please see The Proposals’ page of the website by clicking here.

-« How will the land be used once the solar development reaches the end of its operational lifespan?

The proposals would have an operational lifespan of 40 years. Following this the solar farm would be decommissioned and the land could be returned to agricultural

use.

= Will this impact biodiversity on the site?

Our proposal will result in at least a minimum of 60% increase in biodiversity net gain for the site, this not only meets, but far exceeds, the minimum 10% farget
outlined by the government in the Environment Act 2021. As part of this, existing habitats on site will be retained and managed, to ensure that there is no detrimental

impact on the existing condition of the habitat over the lifespan of the development.

Througheout the lifespan of the sclar development, there is a significant oppertunity for biodiversity fo contfinue and thrive on the site. This is because sclar

developments take up less than 5% of the land, which will allow for plants fo continue fo grow and animals to still pass through the site.

We will also ensure that improvements are made to the condition of existing habitats, as well as facilitating the creation of new habitation which will enhance

biodiversity on site. This could include:

« The creation of new native hedgerows where required;
« Infill hedgerow planting where gaps occur in the existing vegetation, for betterment of the existing landscape and along the By-Way and Public Right of Way
(PROW); and

« The creation of species rich grassland across the enfire site, including rough grassland along the bases of existing vegetation.

= The information provided states that the proposals would deliver 49.99 MW of green energy, how many solar panels will be on the site to generate this level of
power and what size are these?

Whilst the proposals are still being developed the exact number of panels is currently unknown. From similar developments that BSR has brought forward,

approximately 94,000 Photovoltaic (Solar) panels will be required to generate 49.99MW of power.

The panels will be an industry standard size as demonstrated by the images below.

=
—— sting bt
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~ Land is needed in the UK for food production. There are already a large number of solar developments coming forward in the area, why is this needed as well?

There is currently an urgent need for alternatives to expensive, and polluting fossil fuels in the UK. The need for solar development, and ofher forms of renewable
power across the UK is crucial for the UK's future energy security. As such, there is a need for solar development to come forward on a number of sites across the

country.

The development of solar can help to support local farmers with additional income, offering a level of additional financial security to allow them fo confinue to grow
crops and rear livesfock. As such, the two elements complement and support each other. Solar development also allows for the land fo be returned to agriculiural
use after the project lifespan. As such, should better renewable technology exist at this time, the land can be returned fo its original use with no long-term

detrimental impacts.

~ How can | take part in the consultation?

Consultation is running until Sunday 16th October 2022 and there are a number of ways fo have your say. These are as follows:

Fill out cur questionnaire available on the ‘Have your Say’ page by clicking here. (hard copies can be posted out on request)

Call us on 0800 058 4289 (freephone)
Email us on info@BSRknowlgreen.co.uk

Visit us — we will be holding a public engagement event, which will provide an opportunity fo speak directly with members of the project team and discuss any

concerns / ask any questions in person:

Date: Friday 11th November

Time: Drop in any fime from 4pm - 8pm

Location:

Clare Old School Community Centre, Callis Street, Clare, Sudbury, CO10 8PX

+ Fill out the Contact Us form here.

« How can | get in contact?

If you have any questions about the proposals or need to speak with a member of the project team, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us by:

Calling 0800 058 4283 (freephone)

Emailing info@BSRknowlgreen.co.uk

By completing the Contact Us form available on the ‘Have Your Say’ page here.
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O BSR Energy - Know! Green Solar Farm
Sponsored - Q

British Solar Renewables is proposing a 49.99MW solar development
on Land at Knowl Green.

* The UK is currently experiencing a cost-of-living crisis and energy
security concerns. With soaring gas and electricity prices, people are
being forced into fuel poverty. Projects like the proposed solar
development on Land at Knowl Green can help the UK to reduce the
cost of energy and secure a reliable supply.

For more information, please click the button below to visit our
web... See more

BSRKNOWLGREEN.CO.UK

& Local Clean, Green and Affordable Learn more
Energy is coming to Braintree!
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Have your say on proposals
for solar development on
land at Bakers Road.

British Solar Renewables (BSR Energy)

is bringing forward proposals for a
49.99MW solar energy development,
which would power the equivalent of
12,501 homes a year and provide a
reduction of 11,072 tonnes of CO2 per year
on Land at Bakers Road, Belchamp St Paul.

Our consultation will run until
Sunday 16th October.

® Ship Stores

 StPeter &St
Paul's Church

January 2023

O e

For more information,
please visit our website
by scanning the

QR code or visiting:

www.bsrknowigreen.co.uk

Or you can contact the project team on:

Email
Phone

info@BSRknowlgreen.co.uk
0800 058 4283

In person

Tuesday lith October 2022

4pm until 8pm

Clare Old School Community Centre, Callis
Street, Clare, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 8NN.
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PRESS RELEASE — FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Have your say on BSR’s proposals for a new solar energy development in Braintree

Site location plan

6 October 2022

British Solar Renewables (BSR Energy) is bringing forward proposals for a new solar development on
Land at Bakers Road, Belchamp St. Paul and is currently undertaking a public consultation to
understand the community’s views on the proposals. The public consultation, which is running until
Sunday 16 October includes an in-person drop-in event at Clare Old School Community Centre on
Tuesday 11 October 2022, between 4pm and 8pm.

The 43 7-hectare site, which & located 1km northwest of Belchamp St. Paul village in Essex,
represents an exciting opportunity to boost green energy generation in Braintree. BSR Energy wants
to hear from the local community atan early stage to understand their views and concerns. The in-
person drop-in event will provide the opportunity for the community to review the proposals in
detail and speak to members of the BSR Energy team.

The proposed solar development will have an export capacity of 43.9SMW, which will be fed directly
into the grid. This is equivalent to powering 12,501 homes every year, which will result in the
reduction of 11,072 tonnes of CO2 per being emitted into the atmosphere.

The proposals will:

* Allow for a significant opportunity for green energy production in Braintree;

* Ensure a secure and stable supply of electricity to help meet the Government’s target of net
zero by 2050;

® Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site;

* Provide 3 minimum increase of 60% in biodiversity net gain, far exceeding the 10% target
outlined in the Environment Act 2021;

* Creation of new, and improvements to existing, habitats to enhance biodiversity on site;

* Secure the future of a local family farm, supporting ongoing agriculture in the area;
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= Secure the future of a locl family farm, supperting ongeing agriculture in the area;

#*  Provide a Community Benefit Fund with a total value of £49 990 to support local projects;
and

* Allow the land to be returned to agricultural use following decommissioning with an
operational lifespan of 40 years.

Sarah Hymas, BSR Energy Project Manager, said:

“We are incredibly excited to be coming forward with this proposol. We are witnessing first-hand the
impact of climate change and living through an incredibly difficult cost-af-living crisis driven largely
by the cost of energy. This proposal will bring a great opportunity for the local community to not oniy
Jjoin the fight against climate change, but generate clean, green, and affordable energy for the UK.

“Both Braintree District Council and Essex County Council have declared a climate emergency, and we
must act now to secure the energy independence of the United Kingdom in a green and affordoble
way. Solar power offers the best way forward to quickly increase the local energy production

capacity in the country and we ook forward to working with the local community as we move
forword with our proposais.”™

For more information or to have your say as part of the ongoing public consultation, please visit
www.bsrknowlgreen.co.uk, email info@bsrknowlgreen.co.uk, call 0800 058 4283, or visit the project
team in person on Tuesday 11 October 2022, between 4pm and 8pm at Clare Old School Community
Centre, Callis Street, Clare, Sudbury, CO10 8PX.

ENDS
Contact

Lauren Whipp

PLMR

07415 878077

Lauren whipp@ pimr.co uk

Motes to editors
British Solar Renewables is the largest privately-owned, integrated solar develaper in the UK. We

develop (BSR Energy), build (BSR EPC) and manage (BSR O&M) wutility-scale solor and storoge prajects
gcross the UK and internationaily.

With over a decade’s experience, we ve successfully developed nearly 1GW of salar PV and Energy
Storage plants. All of our projects are self-originated, which ensures the connections with the
communities that we work in starts right ot the beginning of the development journey and is able to
continue through the life cycle of the plant.

BSR combines the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions with sympathetically derived schemes to
minimise the impact on local communities and the environment while creating rich ecosystems and
protected havens for wildlife.

) )

A number of high-res images of existing BSR solar developments are available on request. Please
review the website www bsrknowlgreen.co.uk for available imagery.
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British Solar Renewables (BSR Energy) is
bringing forward proposals for a new solar
development on land at Bakers Road,
Belchamp St Paul. The 49.7-hectare site is
located 1km northwest of Belchamp St. Paul
Village in Essex. The proposals represent an
exciting opportunity to boost green energy
generation in Braintree.

Maln wte outino

THE PROPOSAL

The below site layout plan indicates the proposed
location for the solar panels, underground cable
connection route, and substation location.
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Proposed sita layout plon

As the proposals are still being developed the exact number of panels
is currently unknown. From similar developments that BSR has brought
forward, it is likely that approximately 94,000 Photovoltaic (Solar) panels
will be required to generate 49.99MW of power.

The panels will be an industry standard size as demonstrated below.

e
-~ 1]

nicatve 570 of solor panels
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Our consuitation is running until Sunday 16th October
2022. Details on how to have your say can be found on
our Have Your Say board.

Braintree District Council declared a climate change emergency in July
2019. As part of this, the Council stated that it would like to be carbon
neutral by 2030, as well as take steps to support the local community to
reduce the impact of climate change across the district. This proposal

is an important step to achieving those aims and ensuring that we are
taking steps to reduce our dependence on carbon dioxide emitting fossil
fuels.

This summer has seen the UK experience first hand the impact of climate
change, with record breaking heatwaves, and droughts right across

the country. It is expected that these previously once in a generation
phenomenons will become more regular and continue to get worse.
Through initiatives such as the proposed solar development on Land at
Bakers Road, we can reduce our carbon emissions and take an important
step towards reaching the Government’s goal of being net zero by 2050.

The cost-of-living crisis that the UK is currently experiencing is being
predominantly driven by the rapidly increasing cost of energy. This is

in part due to the rising costs of importing the fuel and gas that the UK
relies on. By establishing clean and reliable local green energy sources,
such as this solar development, we can continue to build up energy
security within the UK and help to reduce the cost of household and
business energy bills.

We want to work with the local community to ensure we are delivering
a project that works for everyone. Your feedback and questions are very
welcome, so please speak to a member of our team today or at any
point after the meeting by phone or email.
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BSR Energy’s proposals for Land at Bakers Road would deliver
the following:

1. A solar development with a total export capacity of up to 49.99 MW.
This is the equivalent energy production to powering 12,501 homes
every year, resulting in the reduction of 11,072 tonnes of CO2 per year
being emitted into the atmosphere.

. The proposed solar development would have an operational lifespan
of 40 years, meaning that following the decommissioning the land
can be returned to agricultural use.

. Solar energy is an affordable and efficient form of green energy
which is an important part of ensuring the energy independence of
the United Kingdom and working towards meeting the Government
set target of net zero by 2050, as well as the COP26 targets for
keeping global temperature rise below 1.5°C.

. In addition to needing to take action against climate change, energy
security is a significant pinch point in the current cost-of-living
crisis. The creation of renewable and local energy sources will be
vital in bringing down energy costs and ensuring the UK’s energy
independence.

BSR Energy would create a Community Benefit
Fund, which will offer a total of £49,990 for
grants to support local projects and to benefit
the local community.
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LANDSCAPE

The below landscape plan on the left highlights the key landscape features of the proposals. While the map on the
right highlights the three viewpoint angles for the images covered on the next three boards. We have selected to
display viewpoints 2, 5, and 9, as they show a view of the solar panels, a view of the DNO substation, and a vista view

of the site.
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VIEWPOINT 2

The images below show how Viewpoint 2, from Bakers Road looking north
towards the site looks now, and how it will look in one year, and in 15 years,
should planning permission be granted.

Present day:
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VIEWPOINT 5

The images below show how Viewpoint 5, from PRoW EX/62/29, looking north-
west towards the site looks now, and how it will look in one year, and in 15 years,
should planning permission be granted.

Present day:

Year 15:
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VIEWPOINT 9

The images below show how Viewpoint 9, from PRoW EX[62/4, looking south-
west towards the site looks now, and how it will look in one year, and in 15 years,
should planning permission be granted.

Present day:

Yeaor 15:
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BIODIVERSITY

In addition to the benefits that the new
solar development at Bakers Road
could bring to the local community and
in helping to tackle climate change,
there will also be a significant boost to
biodiversity on the site.

CONSTRUCTION

During the construction phase we will ensure that
disruption is kept to a minimum.

Throughout construction the site will be accessed through the existing
access point off Bakers Road, with a temporary construction compound
being introduced on the opposite side of Bakers Road to the south of the

site. Once the development is operational, the land used for the construction

compound will be returned to agricultural use.

Construction is expected to take approximately

N

w

>

. The proposed solar development’s operational lifespan would be 40
years, meaning that, following the decommissioning, the land could
be returned to agricultural use with no impact to the land’s agricultural
grading.

. Throughout the lifespan of the solar development, there is a significant
opportunity for biodiversity to thrive on the site. This is because solar
panels only disturb approximately 5% of the ground they sit above,
which allows for plants to continue to grow and animals to still pass
throughout the site.

At least a minimum of 60% increase in biodiversity net gain for the site,
this not only meets but far exceeds the minimum 10% target outlined
by the government in the Environment Act 2021. As part of this, existing
habitats on site will be retained and managed, to ensure that there is
no detrimental impact on the existing condition of the habitat over the
lifespan of the development.

Improvements to the condition of existing habitats, as well as
facilitating the creation of new habitats. This could include:

- The creation of new native hedgerows where required;

Infill hedgerow planting where gaps occur in the existing
vegetation, for betterment of the existing landscape and along the
By-Way and Public Right of Way (PROW);

A range of breeding boxes for bats and birds;

Improvements to the two existing on-site ponds; and

The creation of species rich grassland across the

entire site, including rough grassland along the bases
of existing vegetation, and wildflower and wild bird seed
grasslands.
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OPERATION

Throughout the operation of the solar development,
the site will be accessed from the existing point of
agricultural access off Bakers Road.

This runs along the southern boundary of the solar development. The
site's access will be maintained for the lifespan of the solar development.

The proposed new substation, to the northeast of the development, will
be accessed off Hickford Hill, using the existing field entrance.

6 months, within this time the peak traffic wew | Site Location |— ,

movements in and around the site will be during
months 1 - 4. During the peak of the construction
period, there are expected to be approximately
15 two-way HGV movements a day during month
three as a worst-case scenario.

Access to the site is proposed to be from Bakers
Road, located to the south of the main site. The Al3],
which is located 8.5km east and 15km south of the
site, will be the primary route for construction traffic
accessing the development. Construction traffic

is expected to leave the Al3] at High Garrett and
turn onto the Al0I7 and follow this for 12km before
turning right onto Bridge Street. Traffic would then
follow the road onto Tillbury Road before turning left
onto Clare Road, and continuing for approximately
4km before reaching Bakers Road, where the site
access is located. A map of the proposed route is
included on the right.

Existing Public Rights of Way (PRow) will be
maintained to ensure that as far as possible
throughout construction, there is safe passage for
those accessing these.

Overall, our proposed solar development is not expected to result in any
significant impacts to the site and surrounding areq, and any required
mitigations are being carefully considered.

January 2023

Exampla conatruction raffic route map

. 1,_‘ During the operation phase there are no permanent
onsite staff. Access will be required regularly by light

vehicles for maintenance and repairs but this is

ey expected to have very little impact on local traffic.

e s Similarly, as throughout the construction process,
all existing PRoWs within and around the site will
Ganagoaia remain open. We will be implementing screening
mitigations where required along these

s PROWSs to ensure the proposed solar development
does not cause any negative impact.

Existing sita antrance off Bokees Road
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There are a number of ways @ .; @
Our consultation is running until Sunday that Zou.cc;r; provide your o

16th October 2022. We want to hear from

the local community as we develop our « Fill out our questionnaire available to fill e
proposal for Land at Bakers Road, to
ensure we understand any concerns.

in at today’s event, or on our website @ =
+ Call us on 0800 058 4283 (freephone)
* Email us on info@BSRknowlgreen.co.uk

« Fill out the Contact Us form on our website
www.BSRknowligreen.co.uk

If you, or anyone you know, would benefit from
hard copy information or accessible formats,
these are available on request by using the
details listed above.

BSR Visit :ww,lsnkmvngnm.eo.uk
Email Info@BSRknowigreen.co.uk
Energy Phone0800 058 4383 0
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