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1. Executive Summary 
• PLMR was appointed by BSR Energy (BSR) to undertake a programme of community engagement to support 

its planning application for the Land at Baker’s Road, Knowl Green site, and to produce this Statement of 
Community Involvement. 

 

• The main period of community consultation took place between the 26 September and the 16 October 2022.  
 

• Ahead of the launch of the public consultation period, all of the relevant members at Braintree District Council, 
Essex County Council, Belchamp St Paul Parish Council, and Clare Town Council, as well as other key 
stakeholders, such as relevant local community groups, were made aware of the emerging proposals and were 

offered the opportunity to meet with the project team to discuss the plans in more detail. 
 

• The consultation was advertised through the distribution of a leaflet to 2,250 addresses surrounding the site, 
150 letters to immediate neighbouring residents and businesses, social media adverts on Facebook and 

Instagram, a press release issued to local media, and posters issued to Clare Town Council and Belchamp St 
Paul Parish Council to display, which advertised the in-person consultation event. 

 

• A project-specific website, dedicated project free-to-call telephone line and project-specific email address were 
also provided. 
 

• The in-person consultation event was held on Tuesday 11 October 2022, between 4pm and 8pm at the Clare 
Old School Community Centre, Clare, Sudbury, CO10 8PX. In total, 38 people attended the event and spoke to 
members of the project team in attendance. 
 

• During the public consultation, residents were encouraged to complete a consultation survey. This survey 
sought residents’ general views on the climate emergency, the cost-of-living crisis, and biodiversity. They were 
also invited to share their thoughts more specifically on the proposals regarding landscaping and biodiversity, 
construction, transport movements, and any other feedback they wished to share.  
 

• All the materials provided at the public consultation event were shared on the BSR Knowl Green website along 
with the consultation survey to ensure those who did not attend the in-person event were able to access all 

the information. A total of 27 residents gave feedback during this first consultation period. 
 

• A further round of engagement was held between the 24 October and the 11 November 2022. This was due to 
an administrative error, which meant that a number of households intended to be included within the initial 
leaflet drop, did not receive their leaflet. To allow as many residents and businesses to feedback as possible, 
the decision was taken to reopen the consultation for a further two-week period and to issue information 
about the consultation to 300 additional addresses.  
 

• An additional 5 people provided feedback following the reopening of the consultation between the 24 October 
and the 11 November, taking the total number of local people responding to the consultation to 32. 
 

• The feedback provided during the consultation included: 
o Comments expressing support for the proposals 
o Comments noting that all new buildings should have solar panels 

o Comments that the land should remain in agricultural use  
o Concerns over the visual impacts of the proposals 

o Concerns over the size of the roads, being too narrow and single laned 
o Concerns over damage to the roads during construction 
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o Objections to the proposals as a whole 
o Concerns over the survey 
o Comments against the landowner 
o Praise for the project team 

 

• The project team will continue to engage with those residents that signed up to be kept up to date, Braintree 
District Council, Essex County Council, Belchamp St Paul Parish Council , and other key stakeholders as the 
application progresses through the planning process. 
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2. Context 
BSR Energy (BSR) is bringing forward an application for a proposed 49.99MW solar development on Land at Baker’s 

Road, Belchamp St Paul. The 52.88-hectare site is located 1km northwest of Belchamp St Paul village in Essex. The 

proposals represent an opportunity to boost renewable energy production in Braintree. 

Solar development is a cleaner and cheaper alternative to fossil fuels, helping to support our energy independence, 

something highlighted within the Government’s recent Energy Security Strategy, which calls for a five-fold increase in 

solar energy by 2035. The proposals for Land at Baker’s Road seek to:  

- Allow for a significant opportunity for green energy production in Braintree 
- Ensure a secure and stable supply of electricity to help meet the Government’s target of Net Zero by 2050 
- Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms take up less than 5% of the land. This allows 

for plants to continue to grow and animals to still pass through the site 

- Provide a minimum increase of 60% in Biodiversity Net Gain, which exceeds the 10% target outlined in the 
Environment Act 2021 

- Improvements in the condition of existing habitats and creation of new habitats to enhance biodiversity on site 
- Secure the future of a local family farm, supporting ongoing agriculture in the area  
- Allow the land to be returned to agricultural use following decommissioning with an operational lifespan of 40 

years 
 

The nearby area is rural, and the site is predominantly surrounded by open fields. The main village centre of Belchamp 

St Paul is nearby, along with a scattering of agricultural buildings. The site is well located for a solar park development, 

given its discreet location. 
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3. Principles of engagement  
The purpose of this section of the Statement of Community Involvement is to highlight the objectives of public 

engagement, methodology, strategy, and the principal guidelines that PLMR, on behalf of BSR, has followed as part of 

its community consultation programme. 

The objectives of the process have been to inform members of the local community on BSR’s proposals and to seek 

their views on the proposed solar development being brought forward for Land at Baker’s Road, Belchamp St. Paul, 

ahead of submitting a planning application to Braintree District Council (BDC).  

There are a series of planning policies and guides at the national and local level which stress the need for applicants to 

engage with the local community when bringing forward proposals of this nature.  

3.1 National Level 

The Localism Act 2011 emphasises the need for pre-application engagement and actively encourages both Local 

Authorities and applicants to take these principles into account. The Act enshrines in law a community right to 

consultation; it includes the “requirement to carry out pre-application consultation” and also requires a “duty to take 

account of response to consultation.”  

Meanwhile, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which came into force in March 2012, strengthens the need 

for front-loaded community engagement, and is based on the principle that consultation should not be a reactive 

process, but rather it should enable the local community to say what sort of place they want to live in at a stage when 

this can make a difference.  Such involvement leads to outcomes that better reflect the views and meet the needs of 

the wider, diversified community. The NPPF was revised in February 2019, building upon these core themes of 

community engagement, and then further revised in July 2021 which resulted in a number of changes including 

strengthening sustainability and biodiversity commitments and measures to improve design quality through the 

ambition of ‘beauty’ in planning – where local communities and developers are encouraged to work together to design 

and build beautiful places. 

Alongside this, in August 2020, the Government launched a White Paper, ‘Planning for the Future’, which outlined a 

range of reforms, including the digitisation of the planning process. It states that engagement with local communities 

should move predominantly online, with digital resources such as maps and data making the planning process more 

accessible to the public. 

3.2 Local Level 

Braintree District Council (BDC) adopted its latest Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) in February 2021. The 

document sets out how and when the Council will involve local communities in the planning system, together with a 

description of the types of involvement that will be used. The document includes community engagement in both Plan 

Making and consultation on planning applications. 

Sections 8.7, 8.10 and 8.11 of BDC’s SCI on page 25, under the heading “Pre-Application Process”, states:  

“8.7 The NPPF highlights the importance of pre-application engagement and states that a Local Planning Authority 

should encourage Applicants to engage in pre-application discussions prior to submitting a formal application for 

consideration.” 

“8.10 It is recognised that the level of engagement needs to be proportionate to the nature and scale of a proposed 

development. The more complex or contentious the proposal, the broader the range of consultation methods should be, 

to allow as many people as possible to engage with the process.” 

“8.11 Applications for new residential or commercial development should be subject to wider community engagement. 

The scale of this engagement would be relative to the proposed development. The list below is not exhaustive, but 
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outlines some of the consultation measures which should be considered by applicants to ensure meaningful engagement 

with the local community is undertaken: 

• Consultation with the Parish / Town Council 
• Consultation with the Neighbourhood Plan Group (if applicable) 
• Leaflet mail drop to adjoining properties outlining the proposed development and how residents can submit 

feedback 
• Publicise proposals via a website and/or through the local press, social media and flyers and provide a 

mechanism for residents to be able to submit feedback 
• Public meeting/local exhibition in an accessible venue (accessible for disabled persons and for all members of 

the community) within the locality of the proposed development, for residents to view the proposals, ask 
questions and submit feedback 

• Workshops with different groups (local residents and interest groups) to discuss proposals.” 
 

3.3 Conclusion 

With all of the above taken into account, planning policy and guidance at the national and local level indicates that the 

consultation process should be based on the following principles when it comes to pre-application engagement: 

• Access to information should be open and without qualification 

• Communities should be enabled by informing and educating 
• Participation should be sought and encouraged 

• There should be front-loaded involvement 

• The process should be transparent and conveyed in plain-English 

• Messages should be consistent 

• There should be feedback and an intent to take account of responses 
 

The principles outlined above should be adhered to, whilst acknowledging the fact that there can often be barriers to 

providing a comprehensive and wide-reaching consultation process, including: 

• The complexity of many issues, including the developing nature of proposals at the pre-application stage 

• Difficulties in identifying and reaching different groups within a community 
• The language of planning can be complex and disengaging to a lay member of the public 

 

PLMR on behalf of BSR has sought to adhere to these principles of engagement throughout its consultation on the 

proposed solar development for Land at Baker’s Road. 
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4. Stakeholder Engagement  
Consultation on the proposed solar development on Land at Baker’s Road, Belchamp St. Paul took place in earnest 

between 26 September and 16 October 2022 and reopened 24 October to 11 November 2022. As part of this, the project 

team engaged with the following:  

• The Stour Valley North ward member at Braintree District Council 

• Relevant members of Braintree District Council 
• Relevant members of Essex County Council  

• Belchamp St Paul Parish Council  
• Clare Town Council  
• Statutory consultees, including; technical consultees from Essex County Council and Natural England 

• Local groups, including; Eco Essex, Essex Climate Action Commission, Essex is Green, Essex Wildlife Trust and 
Place Based Climate Action Network. 

• 2550 neighbouring residents and businesses, including a separate letter to the 150 immediate neighbours 
inviting them to a separate meeting  

 

The following sub-sections provide an overview of the engagement with each of these stakeholder groups. Please note 

that following the initial consultation materials being shared with political stakeholders, further contact was made in 

light of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s passing and the national mourning period to inform them that the public 

consultation had been delayed until 26 September. A sample of the email that was issued can be viewed at Appendix 

G. 

 

4.1 Stour Valley North ward member 

A letter was issued to the ward member for Stour Valley North, the ward within which the site sits, Councillor Iona 

Parker, on 31 August 2022. The letter advised of the proposals coming forward and the pre-application consultation. 

The letter was issued via email and offered a meeting to discuss the proposals, outlined the details of the in -person 

consultation event, and invited her to attend a political stakeholder preview event. A sample copy of this letter can be 

viewed at Appendix A. 

A follow up phone call was made, a voicemail message was left, and an email was sent to Councillor Parker to follow up 

on our letter on 2 September 2022. This process was repeated on 7 September 2022. A reply was received from 

Councillor Parker on 12 September 2022 in which she stated she was not able to attend the proposed meeting and 

requested that the notification leaflet be sent to households in Tilbury Juxta Clare and Little Yeldham. A reply was issued 

to Councillor Parker on 13 September confirming the inclusion of these areas in our public consultation.  

 

4.2 Other political stakeholders at Braintree District Council 

A letter was also issued to a number of other relevant members of Braintree District Council, including the Leader, and 

Deputy Leader of the Council and the Cabinet Member for Climate Change and the Environment, and Cabinet Member 

for Planning and Infrastructure on 31 August 2022. The letter advised of the proposals coming forward and the pre-

application consultation. The letter was issued via email and offered a meeting to discuss the proposals, outlined the 

details of the in-person consultation event, and invited them to attend a political stakeholder preview event. A sample 

copy of this letter can be viewed at Appendix B.  

A follow up phone call was made, a voicemail message was left, and an email was sent to each of the above-mentioned 

members of Braintree District Council to follow up on our letter on 2 September 2022. This process was repeated on 7 

September 2022.  
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A reply was received from the Cabinet Member for Planning and Infrastructure, Councillor Spray, on 31 September 

2022, confirming that she had reviewed the information, however, was unable to attend the meeting offered. She 

confirmed that she would attend the consultation event to look at the proposals.  

A follow-up email was received from Councillor Spray on 12 October 2022, noting she was unable to make it to the 

consultation event the previous evening but that she would look out for further information coming forward but would 

not make any comment prior to the application going to the Planning Committee.  

 

4.3 Essex County Council 

A letter was issued to the relevant members of Essex County Council, including the member for Hedingham ward, within 

which the site sits, the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council, and the Cabinet Member for Economic Renewal, 

Infrastructure, and Planning on 31 August 2022. The letter advised of the proposals coming forward and the pre-

application consultation. The letter was issued via email and offered a meeting to discuss the proposals, should they 

wish, and outlined the details of the in-person consultation event, inviting them to the political stakeholder preview 

event. A sample copy of this letter can be viewed at Appendix C. 

A follow-up phone call was made, a voicemail message was left, and an email was sent to each of the above-mentioned 

members of Essex County Council to follow up on our letter on 2 September 2022. This process was repeated on 7 

September 2022.  

On 7 September, the Deputy Leader of the Council, Councillor McKinlay confirmed that she was unable to attend the 

meeting. 

On 16 September the Division member for Hedingham, Deputy to the Leader, and ECC Climate Czar, Councillor Schwier 

emailed to enquire if the information was in the public domain as he wished to share it with his division Parish Councils. 

He also confirmed that he hoped to attend the public consultation event and questioned if details had been sent to ECC 

Planning for information and comment.  

On 21 September an email reply was sent to Councillor Schwier confirming that on 26 September the information would 

all be in the public domain and offering to draft a letter outlining the proposals and the public consultation for him to 

forward to his division Parish Councils. It was also confirmed that high-level engagement had occurred with ECC officers 

and formal consultation will occur once the application is submitted.  

 

4.4 Belchamp St Paul Parish Council 

On 17 August 2022, an email was sent to the Clerk of Belchamp St Paul Parish Council to offer to present to the members 

of the Parish Council as part of their scheduled meeting on 6 September. On 18 August 2022, the Parish Council 

confirmed their interest in meeting with the team to hear about the proposals. It was agreed that the meeting would 

take place at 7pm on 6 September prior to the Parish Council’s Meeting that evening. It was requested that details of 

the proposals be sent ahead of the meeting to allow Councillors to review them. This information was shared via email 

to the Parish Clerk on 31 August, which included a letter outlining the plans and a site location plan. A sample of this 

letter can be viewed at Appendix D. 

At the meeting with the Town Council, the following points were raised: 

• Roads are narrow and windy – construction traffic routes need to be carefully considered 

• Upon presentation of the proposed transport route for construction traffic, the PC suggested that the traffic 

sticks to main roads for as much of the route as possible. Members advised that traffic to the site routes from 

the A120, to the M11, onto the A11, then through Haverhill and down to the site via main A road routes for as 

much of the way as possible. 

• Members noted that historically any benefit money has stopped with Braintree District Council. Asked if this 

would be ringfenced to the area.  
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• Requested that the consultation event details are shared with the Council to display.  

• Sought further details on the biodiversity measures across the site and how these have been rolled out on 

other sites. 

• Asked if there would be any noise from the site once operational.  

• Members were interested in details of the landowner, many of which were confidential 

• Asked why this location was selected.  

• Asked questions about the impact on the value of the land for agricultural use.  

• Sought further information on BSR and the other work that it is involved with.  

 

4.5 Clare Town Council 

On 26 August 2022, an email was sent to the Clerk of Clare Town Council to offer to present to the members of the 

Parish Council as part of their scheduled meeting on 15 September. A follow up email was sent on 8 September, which 

also included a letter for the Council to inform them of the proposals and consultation. A sample of the letter can be 

viewed at Appendix E 

On 13 September, an email was sent to the Chair of Clare Town Council offering a meeting at a time of the Council ’s 

convenience should it be of interest. The Chair confirmed that a meeting would be of interest to the Council.  

On 16 September, the Council confirmed their next meeting would be Thursday 29 September and offered a time to 

present to the Council. On 20 September, an email was sent to the Council confirming that the team was unable to 

attend the next meeting and offered an alternative meeting, or the opportunity for a preview session ahead of the 

consultation event on 11 October. It was agreed that Councillors who wished to attend the consultation event would 

do so in their own time. 

 

4.6 Technical Consultees 

In parallel to the Pre-Application Enquiry to Braintree District Council, BSR has also taken advantage of the opportunity 

to consult with the following groups:  

• Natural England 

• Local Highway Authority: Essex County Council 

• Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley   

Details of each enquiry and the formal responses are outlined in further detail in the Planning, Design & Access 

Statement, which accompanies this Planning Application to Braintree District Council.   

 

4.7 Other groups 

A letter was issued via email on 22 September 2022 offering a meeting to discuss the proposals for Land at Knowl Green 

to the following groups:  

• Eco Essex 

• Essex Climate Action 

• Essex Wildlife Trust 

• Place Based Climate Action network 

A sample of this letter can be viewed at Appendix F. No responses were received. 
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5. Community Consultation 
Following the Covid-19 pandemic there is now a renewed expectation for materials to also be made available online, 

and as such a hybrid approach to community consultation was carried out. 

Consultation was carried out between 26 September and 16 October 2022 and was advertised in the local community 

through a community mailing, social media adverts, letters to immediate neighbours and posters issued to Belchamp St 

Paul Parish Council and Clare Town Council. All communications linked the community through to a dedicated 

consultation website, where more details on the proposals were available, as well as details on how to submit feedback, 

and a survey. All communications included details of the in-person consultation event. 

Due to the administrative error, which was discovered following the close of the initial consultation period, the 

consultation was reopened for a further two weeks between 24 October and 11 November 2022. This was advertised 

through a community mailing to the 300 missed households, the 150 immediate neighbours and on the dedicated 

consultation website. 

A summary of this activity is covered in this section of the report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.1 Community Mailing 

A letter was issued to 150 immediate neighbours via Royal Mail First Class post on 23 September 2022 offering them 

the opportunity to meet the project team to discuss the proposals should they wish. The mailing area for this letter is 

outlined below. A copy of this letter can be viewed at Appendix H. Following the issue of the immediate neighbour 

letter, two residents got in contact to request a site location plan, which was missing from the information shared.  

One resident responded seeking a call from BSR to discuss the proposals. This call took place on 3 October. The resident 

largely raised concerns over a different solar development and was interested in understanding more general 

information about solar farms. The call covered: 

- Concerns over a different solar development  

- Concerns over the lack of engagement that had been undertaken by the other solar development  

- Not sure this development will affect them too much 

- Was keen to understand the planning process and the process for delivery of a solar development in general 

- Had some concerns over construction traffic to site on small local roads 

- Concerns over property values being negatively affected  

Image of Community Consultation event on Tuesday 11 October 2022 
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A leaflet was issued via GPS tracked hand delivery on 26 September 2022 to 2,250 residential and business addresses in 

the local area. The mailing area is outlined below. This area was selected to consult those residents and businesses that 

are more likely to have a vested interest in the proposals. A copy of this leaflet can be viewed at Appendix I.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, the mailing area above was an error and had been updated following initial engagement with political 

members to include additional areas, as shown below. 

 

 

 

 

Immediate Neighbour Letter Mailing Area  

Initial Mailing Area  
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A letter was then issued to the 300 missed addresses from the original leaflet drop via Royal Mail First Class post on 27 

October 2022 apologising for the error which missed them off the original delivery and informing them of the reopening 

of the consultation period. Additionally, a letter was issued to the 150 immediate neighbours via Royal Mail First Class 

post on 27 October 2022 informing them of the reopening of the consultation.  

Recipients of the first leaflet were encouraged to attend the in-person consultation events and all recipients of 

communications were encouraged to provide their feedback using the online survey. It was also communicated that all 

of the information available digitally was available in hard copy, and accessible formats on request, to ensure full 

inclusivity. A copy of the online survey can be viewed at Appendix J. 

 

5.2 Website 

A dedicated project website (www.BSRknowlgreen.co.uk) was created ahead of the consultation and included relevant 

information on the proposals, information on the construction and operation, the exhibition boards, details of how to 

submit feedback as part of this consultation, a survey, FAQ, and contact information for the project team. 

For full inclusivity, all of the information on the website was available in a hard copy format to be posted on request.  

Screenshots of the website can be viewed in Appendix K. 

 

5.3 Social media 

Throughout the initial consultation period, adverts were run across Instagram and Facebook to promote the 

consultation and the in-person consultation event. These were specifically targeted to the area that received the leaflet 

drop to ensure that residents who were most likely to have a vested interest in the proposals  were informed of the 

consultation. Throughout the course of the advertisements running, they received 28,182 impressions, resulting in 526 

link clicks through to the consultation website. 

Screenshots of the Facebook and Instagram advertisements can be viewed at Appendix L. 

 

Updated Mailing Area  

http://www.bsrknowlgreen.co.uk/
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5.4 Poster circulation 

A poster was designed to advertise the consultation and in-person exhibition event and is available to view at Appendix 

M. This was shared with the following groups for them to display or share: 

• Belchamp St Paul Parish Council 

• Councillor Peter Schwier 

• Cavendish Parish Council 

• Clare Town Council 
• Stoke by Clare Parish Council 

 

Belchamp St Paul Parish Council responded to confirm that a poster advertising the consultation was on display on the 

Parish Council’s notice board. 

 

5.5 Local Media 

A press release was issued to the Braintree & Witham Times, Essex Live, East Anglian Daily Times and Saffron Walden 

Reporter to promote the consultation and the in-person event to try and boost engagement and attendance at the 

event. However, the consultation was not featured. An example of the press release issued can be viewed at Appendix 

N. 

 

5.6 In-person consultation event 

An in-person consultation event was held on Tuesday 11 October 2022. The event was held from 16:00 – 20:00. Nine 

exhibition boards were displayed at the event covering the following topics: 

• Introduction  

• The Proposal 

• The Landscape 

• Viewpoint 2 
• Viewpoint 3 

• Viewpoint 9 
• Biodiversity 

• Construction and Operation 

• Have your say 
 

A copy of the exhibition boards can be viewed at Appendix O. 

The event was held at the Clare Old School Community Centre, as this was the most appropriate second-choice venue. 

The first choice of venue, given its proximity to the site, the Belchamp St Paul Community House, was closed for 

refurbishment work at the time of the consultation. The event was held between 16:00 and 20:00 to ensure that as 

many residents as possible had an opportunity to review the materials and speak to the project team.  

All of the materials provided at the in-person event were also available online and in hard copy, and accessible formats 

on request.  

The event was attended by 38 residents. This represents a turnout rate of 1.68% of those who had been notified directly 

through the community mailing. This is a relatively low turnout rate and could reflect a number of factors, namely that 

people were able to view the information online, an acceptance of the need for green energy in the area, or little to no 

interest in the proposals. 
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Attendees at the event were encouraged to complete the online survey to save paper, so very few forms were 

completed at the event. Two hard copy feedback forms were received, with one being posted through to us following 

the event and prior to the close of the consultation period and one posted into the feedback box at the event. A full 

summary of the feedback received, both online and at the physical event is outlined within the next section of this 

report, Section 6.0 Consultation Responses. 

The following areas of interest were raised by residents at the events: 

• Concerns over the construction traffic route proposed 
• Questions on impact to agricultural land 

• Questions on how the site was selected 
• Concerns around the use of high-grade agricultural land for solar developments 

• Concerns relating to the screening proposed at the site and impact on views 

• Concerns over water runoff and potential risk of contamination 

• Concerns over diesel generators on site  
• Suggestions of further consultees to engage 

• Questions regarding the safety of solar panels to the environment / glare / noise 

• Questions relating to biodiversity and planting on the site / tree retention 

• Concerns over the extension of the site in future 
• Questions around community benefit and the community fund more specifically 

• Comments of support for green energy and solar developments 
• Comments that the Prime Minister is “bonkers” for not supporting green energy / solar development 

• General questions around the application – how this is determined / timeframes 
 

 

5.7 Project email address and phoneline 

A dedicated project email address and freephone project line were provided as part of the consultation to allow 

stakeholders to contact the project team. The project line and email address could be used by residents to request 

information by post, ask questions, or provide their feedback. 

In total 20 emails were received to info@BSRknowlgreen.co.uk throughout the consultation period. Responses were 

issued to all queries and all feedback received has been taken into consideration ahead of submission. 

6 phone calls were received to the freephone project telephone line.  
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6. Consultation Responses 
6.1 Feedback forms 

Throughout both consultation periods, people were invited to submit their feedback on the proposals via an online 

consultation feedback survey, hard copy forms were available at the in-person consultation event on Tuesday 11 

October 2022 and on request. A copy of this survey is available at Appendix J. 

This section of the report provides a detailed overview to the response received throughout the consultation. All of the 

responses received have been carefully considered by the project team ahead of the submission of the planning 

application.  

In total, 32 survey responses were received to the consultation, representing a 1.25% response rate of those who were 

directly engaged through our leaflet mailing. An overview of the feedback is outlined below, broken down into 

quantitative and qualitative feedback. 

 

6.1.1 Quantitative data 

The quantitative data received as part of the consultation was helpful in providing an overview of the attitude towards 

the Climate Emergency, net zero, cost-of-living, land use and Biodiversity Net Gain.  

As Figure 1 shows, 90.63% of respondents stated that they either ‘agree’ or ‘somewhat agree’ that we need to take 

steps to tackle the Climate Emergency.  

A similarly high 77.42% of respondents stated that they ‘agree’ or ‘somewhat agree’ that building new solar 

developments will contribute to reducing carbon emissions and reach the goal set by the Government of meeting Net 

Zero by 2050. This is shown at Figure 2.  

 

 

As can be seen from Figure 3, respondents were split on whether they agreed that new solar developments will assist 

with the current cost-of-living crisis, with 50% stating they ‘agree’ or ‘somewhat agree’ that these new developments 

will help to provide additional energy security for the UK and reduce the cost of household and business energy bills .  

48.39%

29.03%

9.68%

9.68%

3.23%

Agree

Somewhat agree

No view

Somewhat disagree

Disagree

65.63%

25.00%

6.25%

3.13%
0.00%

Agree

Somewhat agree

No view

Somewhat disagree

Disagree

Figure 1: To what extent do you agree that we need to 

take steps to tackle the Climate Emergency? 

 

Figure 2: To what extent do you believe that building new solar 

developments will contribute to reducing carbon emissions and 

reach the goal set by the Government of being net zero by 2050? 
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Figure 4 shows the response to the question relating to Biodiversity Net Gain. The proposals providing a minimum 60% 

Biodiversity Net Gain on site was considered to be of importance to respondents, with 60% considering it as either ‘1’ 

(very important) or ‘2’ (important). 

 

Figure 5 shows the response received to our question relating to the site being returned to agricultural use. Returning 

the land to agricultural use following any solar development being decommissioned, was considered ‘1’ (very important) 

or ‘2’ (important) to 81% of respondents.  

 

 

31.25%

18.75%

9.38%

15.63%

25.00% Agree

Somewhat agree

No view

Somewhat disagree

Disagree

Figure 3: To what extent do you agree that building new solar developments will assist 

with the current cost-of-living crisis, by helping to provide additional energy security for 

the UK, and reducing the cost of household and business energy bills. 

Figure 4: On a scale of 1 - 5 how important is it that the 

proposals provide a minimum 60% biodiversity net gain 

on the site? 

Figure 5: On a scale of 1 - 5 how important is it to you that 

the site is returned to agricultural use following any solar 

development being decommissioned?  
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96.77% of respondents stated that it was ‘important’ or ‘very important’ for them that new developments make 

provision for improvement and creation of habitats, through infill planting, species rich grassland and native hedgerows. 

This is shown in Figure 6.  

6.1.2 Qualitative feedback 

There were a wide range of responses to the qualitative questions at the end of the survey, which asked if there were 

any other comments that respondents would like to make on the proposals around two core themes: landscaping and 

biodiversity; and transport movements throughout construction, with one final question seeking any other feedback 

from respondents. These themes were chosen as we wanted to receive feedback and be aware of the views of the local 

community. As is to be expected when receiving feedback, the responses were mixed and did not always keep to the 

designated theme resulting in comments not always aligning with the theme of the question. Most responses were 

constructive and offered suggestions for how to improve the scheme. This included a variety of comments in support 

of the proposals. A breakdown of the feedback received from the three qualitative questions is below.  

 

6.1.2.1 Following a review of the information available, do you have any thoughts that you would like to 

share regarding the landscaping and biodiversity of the site? 

When asked to provide any further thoughts regarding the landscaping and biodiversity of the site, the majority, 56% 

of respondents chose not to answer. Those respondents that provided feedback highlighted the belief that the land 

should remain in agricultural use (32%), concerns around the visual impact to the landscape the proposal might have 

and requests for further planting to mitigate this (16%), concerns around the impact the construction might have on the 

landscape (16%) and support for the project, biodiversity increases and use of solar developments in nature (11%). 

Figure 7 below provides a visual overview of the response to this question.   

78%

19%

3%

0% 0.00%

Very important

Important

Neutral

Not a priority

Not important at all

Figure 6: Sustainability and biodiversity (for example, maintaining habitats and helping to create new habitats) 

are becoming increasingly important given the climate emergency. How important is it to you that new 

development makes provision for improvement and creation of habitats, through infill planting, species-rich 

grassland and native hedgerows? 
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 Figure 7:  

 

Examples of comments received in this section of the feedback form include: 

Land should remain in agricultural use 

• “Leave the site as agricultural land and don’t develop it.  It comes with its own naturally-occurring wildlife.” 

• “I totally disagree with this proposal. I am 100% against building the solar panel on good agricultural land. And 

it ruins the local environment. Both for the flora, fauna and for people too.” 

• “We would also much prefer that it became compulsory for ALL new build housing schemes and ALL new 

commercial buildings to incorporate solar panelling. This would be far preferable to taking agricultural land out 

of food production” 

• “Growing crops is far more important, taking away agricultural land is a false economy” 

• “I totally disagree with this proposal. I am 100% against building the solar panel on good agricultural land. And 

it ruins the local environment. Both for the flora, fauna and for people too.” 

• “It is important to find suitable locations to build solar farms ideally using land which cannot be used for 

intensive agriculture. This land is arable and I think not suitable for pasture.” 

Concerns around the visual impact to the landscape the proposal might have and requests for further planting to 

mitigate this 

• “My only thoughts would be that the solar panels are hidden by natural hedging i.e. robust hedging to required 

hight along the main road” 

• “Visual impact is critical. These are unsightly in a beautiful countryside. The desert would be better. No visual 

impact, loads of space and more solar radiation” 

• “We would like to see all hedgerows left in place and preferably double planted so that there is a greater 

density of habitat for wildlife.” 

Concerns around the impact the construction traffic might have on the landscape 

• “The questions do not allow for the damage caused in building site and industrial poisoning of the land” 

• “In addition there will doubtless be a major impact on the old green lane leading from Knowl Green to Clare in 

Suffolk.” 

• “This site is already naturally landscaped and biodiverse.  Putting in a solar farm would be destructive to both.  

Leave it as it is.” 

16%

32%

16%

11%

5%

5%

5%

5%
5%

Concerns around the visual impact to the landscape the proposal might have
and requests for further planting to mitigate this
Land should remain in agricultural use

Concerns around the impact the construction might have on the landscape

Support for the project, biodiversity increases and use of solar developments in
nature
All new buildings should have solar panelling

Green energy should be cheaper to households

Unhappy with questions in survey

Objection to the proposal as a whole

Unhappy with consultation period
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Support for the project, biodiversity increase, and use of solar developments in nature 

• “Solar Farms can work in sympathy with the environment” 

• “It seems unlikely that the site will be able to be used for animal husbandry as the site is unsuitable, so as long 

as biodiversity is maintained AND improved-good. I have been assured that the intrusive nature of the 

development will be kept to a minimum, also assured on archaeological observation.” 

 

6.1.2.2 Following a review of the information available, do you have any thoughts that you would like to 

share regarding transport movements throughout construction or any other transport-related 

queries? 

When asked to share their thoughts regarding transport movements throughout construction or any other transport-

related queries, 50% of respondents chose not to answer. Those respondents that provided feedback shared concerns 

over the suitability of roads for construction traffic (39%), requests to keep to main roads (13%) and questions about 

the duration of construction works and their impacts (13%). Figure 8 below provides a visual overview of the response 

to this question.   

Figure 8: 

 

Examples of comments received in this section of the feedback form include: 

Concerns over the suitability of roads for construction traffic 

• "The road in is nearly single lane and unsuitable. If other lorries use this road at the same this will block the 

road and make impassable. Not the right road to site.” 

• “Transport on this narrow rural lane would be both destructive and intrusive.” 

• “This will be very disruptive on tiny, rural roads.” 

• “The route via Tilbury Juxta Clare is not suitable for large vehicles” 

• “The roads leading to the site from all directions are not suitable for heavy construction vehicles. Roads are 

already in a poor state and due to the rural nature of the area are not a priority to the Council” 

Request to keep to main roads 

• “Keep to the main roads as far as possible” 

39%

5%

9%

13%

5%

13%

4%

4%

4%
4% Concerns over the suitability of roads for

construction traffic
Request to clean roads regularly

Concerns over impact to local area and requests for
compensation
Request to keep to main roads

Request for no construction traffic at night

Questions over duration of construction works and
their impact
Suggestion for the use of traffic lights during high
point of construction
Objection to the proposal as a whole

Support for construction speed

Request for more time to consider impacts
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• “Keep to the main roads where possible and clean mud from local roads regularly” 

• “Please don’t bring enormous vehicles through the villages, they always run over my garden.” 

Questions over duration of construction works and their impacts 

• “How long is the anticipated work and transport movements going to take” 

• “How long will the development take to be fully functional and how the local traffic flow will be affected by 

this development? Example: road closed, heavy plants movement etc.” 

 

6.1.2.3 Please provide any further comments 

Finally, when asked to provide any further comments or feedback, 64% of respondents chose not to provide any further 

comment. Those respondents who provided feedback expressed support for the project and the team at the 

consultation event (28%), further reiterated that they wished to see the land remain in agricultural use (22%), expressed 

objections or negative comments about the project and the landowner (11%) and expressed concerns over the visual 

impact to the landscape (11%). Figure 9 below provides a visual overview of the response to this question. 

Figure 9:   

 

Examples of comments received in this section of the feedback form include: 

Support for the project, project team and the consultation event 

• “Good idea, need as much renewable energy as possible” 

• “Hope it goes ahead we need green energy” 

• “Thank you for answering my questions” 

• “Good idea, need as much renewable energy as possible” 

• “I generally found it very informative and hope you are successful.” 

 

Land should remain in agricultural use 

• “Prime agricultural land should not be lost to solar energy, particularly since this would be to the aesthetic 

detriment of the surrounding area.“ 

11%

22%

5%

28%

5%

6%

6%

11%

6%
Concerns over the visual impact to landscape

Land should remain in agricultural use

All new buildings should have solar panelling

Support for the project and the team at the
consultation event

Site is too close to public highways

Unhappy with questions in survey

Objection to the proposal as a whole

Comments against landowner

Unhappy with consultation period
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• “This should not go ahead. It is valuable grade 2 land that should stay in food production” 

• “Please liaise with house builders and commercial builders rather than prioritising large plots of productive 

agricultural land.” 

• “Grade two farmland must not be turned over to solar power” 

Comments against the landowner 

• “The landowner has plenty of other land more suitable to make this project possible. He will stop it happening 

through being obstinate.” 

• “Yes, we need renewables, but not when a development is destructive to the countryside and is for personal 

financial gain.” 

 

6.2 Email responses 

In total, 20 email inquiries and responses were received throughout the consultation. The email responses highlighted 

a range of questions and concerns regarding the proposals including: 

• Questions and concerns around the impact to biodiversity  

• Objections to and concerns about the proposal due to the use of agricultural land 

• Questions and concerns around the visual impacts of the proposal and screening mitigations 

• Support for the project and the increase in biodiversity  

• General questions on the proposals or requests for further information 

 

6.3 Phone responses 

Six phone inquiries and responses were received throughout the consultation. These consisted of requests for a meeting 

with the project team from an immediate neighbour, questions about the site location map that was made available, 

expressing support for the project overall and a question on the location of the proposed new substation. 
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7. Summary and response to feedback 
The low response rate to the consultation could indicate that there is a limited interest in the proposals from the local 

community which may indicate that a relatively small number of people feel that they would be directly impacted by 

the proposals, perhaps owing to its discreet location. Additionally, of the 32 respondents only 9.4% expressed strong 

views against the proposals, with the majority of respondents either expressing neutral views or support for the 

proposals. 

The feedback received was balanced, with a number of people noting support for the project or providing suggestions 

for additional mitigation. Concerns raised throughout the consultation mainly centred around the impact of the 

proposed development on the visual landscape of the area, the impact on and suitability of the local roads network for 

construction traffic, and the belief that the land should remain in agricultural use. Some other feedback was received 

outside of these core themes, which has been outlined below.  

 

7.1 Visual impacts to local landscape 

Drawing on the feedback relating to the perceived adverse visual impact of the proposal, further investigations have 

taken place to establish where additional planting can be incorporated. This has resulted in additional screening being 

implemented along Bakers Road, and the bridleway running along the western side of the site, where it has been 

identified that there is currently inconsistent or ineffective screening in the form of hedging and trees. For further 

information on this matter, please refer to the Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) and Landscape Masterplan, 

which outline in detail the full scheme of mitigation being introduced to the final layout plan for this Planning 

Application.   

 

7.2 Impact on and suitability of the local road network 

Feedback during the public consultation revealed concerns regarding the capacity of the local highway network to 

withstand the proposed construction traffic, and the perceived impact of large vehicles on the safety of existing users 

(whether they be travelling via private motor vehicle, bicycle or on foot). BSR Energy is committed to ensuring a safe 

and efficient build-out of the proposal, and has carefully tailored the construction traffic route to limit the level of 

disruption caused to local residents. Furthermore, BSR has drawn on this particular feedback to ensure the appropriate 

measures are in place along Baker’s Road to alleviate any local concerns regarding capacity and safety during the 

construction-phase of the proposal. For further information in relation to transport and access, please refer to the 

Transport Statement and Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP), which have been submitted with this Planning 

Application.  

 

7.3 The land should remain in agricultural use 

There is a delicate balancing act between (A) taking effective action against climate change, (B) establishing a secure, 

independent energy source in the UK, and (C) ensuring that the UK’s food security is not impacted. 

The proposed infrastructure would have an operational lifespan of 40 years, and following decommission, the land can 

be efficiently reverted to agricultural use. Throughout the lifespan of the solar development, there is a significant 

opportunity for biodiversity to continue and thrive on the site. This is because solar developments take up less than 5% 

of the land, which will allow for plants to continue to grow and animals to still pass through the site. 
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As part of the proposals, BSR Energy has committed to providing a minimum of 60% increase in biodiversity net gain for 

the site, this not only meets but far exceeds the minimum 10% target outlined by the Government in the Environment 

Act 2021. As part of this, existing habitats on site will be retained and managed, to ensure that there is no detrimental 

impact on the existing condition of the habitat over the lifespan of the development. 

By supporting renewable energy schemes, such as this, we are taking an important step forward in the fight against 

climate change and will be helping to contribute towards a secure and stable supply of electricity for the United 

Kingdom. 

 

7.4 Community Benefit Fund 

If the proposals were to be granted planning permission, BSR would establish a Community Benefit Fund worth up to 

£49,990 (£1,000 per MW installed) that would be managed by the Essex Community Foundation. In the meeting held 

between the project team and Belchamp St Paul Parish Council on 6 September 2022, concerns were raised about the 

management of Community Benefit Funds in the past. The Parish Council raised concerns that historically funding was 

stopped at the Braintree District Council level, meaning there was no guarantee that the communities that are directly 

impacted by the developments that the fund was established for would benefit from the funding. Additionally, a similar 

concern was raised by Clare Town Council that despite residents in the Council being directly impacted by the proposals, 

as they are located in the neighbouring County they would not benefit from the proposed fund.  

It was agreed that if planning permission is granted for the proposals, further discussions would take place on how to 

set up and manage the Community Benefit Fund to ensure that the local community is represented and are the 

beneficiaries of the funding. BSR will work with the Essex Community Foundation to ensure that the funds are 

distributed to important local projects. It is also proposed that local representatives be on the fund so that people who 

are active in the local community have a say in where the funds are directed. BSR is open to further discussions on the 

management and distribution of the Community Benefit Fund with Belchamp St Paul Parish Council and Clare Town 

Council, should the proposals receive planning permission.  

 

7.5 Additional consultees and extending mailing areas 

Following the meeting with Belchamp St Paul Parish Council on 6 September, a request was made from the councillors 

to extend the proposed consultation area to include residents of Belchamp Otten and Tilbury juxta Clare to ensure a 

larger amount of the local community who might be impacted by the proposals during construction or operation  were 

included. The larger consultation mailing zone, shown in Section 5.1 of this report, was produced following discussion 

with Belchamp St Paul Parish Council. This request was also made by the local ward member for Stour Valley North.  

On 21 October 2022, the Clerk of Belchamp St Paul Parish Council contacted the project team to inform them that 

following the 18 October meeting of the Parish Council it was established that the residents of Belchamp Otten, Tilbury 

juxta Clare and Little Yeldham had not received the initial consultation leaflet as had been agreed and expected. 

Following an investigation into this incident, it was established that due to an administrative error with the printing and 

distribution provider, the map used to deliver the consultation leaflet that was used was the originally proposed 

distribution area and not the updated larger map. To correct this error and ensure that all residents who wished to be 

involved in the consultation were able to, the consultation was re-opened for a further two weeks and the original 

leaflet and a new letter explaining to residents the error and the re-opening of the consultation was sent via first class 

mail to those who were missed out on 27 October 2022. Additionally, a follow-up letter which included the site outline 

map was sent to all 150 immediate neighbours informing them of the extended consultation period and allowing them 

to provide further feedback if they wished.  
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8. Conclusion 
Throughout the community consultation programme, the aim has been to inform members of the local community, 

members of Braintree District Council (BDC), and other key stakeholders, of BSR’s proposed solar development for Land 

at Baker’s Road, Belchamp St Paul prior to the submission of a planning application to BDC. 

The project team is confident that it has conducted a thorough community consultation programme in support of a 

planning application for the proposed solar development on Land at Baker’s Road, Belchamp St Paul. 

Feedback has been properly recorded in this Statement of Community Involvement and responded to appropriately. 

The project team has endeavoured to respond to all of the feedback received throughout the consultation and has 

sought to address the concerns raised by stakeholders. The proposals directly respond to the need for green energy 

production in Braintree. The site is located in a discreet location and every effort has been made to ensure that the 

proposals are sufficiently screened to further address any visual impacts. 

The project team will continue to engage with the local community and other key stakeholders throughout the 

remaining stages of the planning process. 

 

ENDS 
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9. Appendices 
Appendix A – Sample of letter to Stour Valley North Ward Councillor   
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Appendix B – Sample letter to Braintree District Council members 
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Appendix C – Sample of letter to Essex County Council 
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Appendix D – Sample of letter to Belchamp St Paul Parish Council 
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Appendix E – Sample of email and letter to Clare Town Council  
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Appendix F – Sample letter to other stakeholder groups 
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Appendix G - Sample of email issued to Braintree District Council members, Essex 

County Council Members, and Belchamp St Paul Parish Council following Queen’s 

passing 
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Appendix H - Sample of letter to immediate neighbours 
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Appendix I – Sample of consultation leaflet  
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Appendix J – Consultation Survey  
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Appendix K – Sample of consultation website 
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Appendix L – Sample of social media advert  
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Appendix M – Poster advertising consultation event 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

January 2023 56 

Land at Baker’s Road Statement of 

Community Involvement  

Appendix N – Press release issued to local media 
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Appendix O – Exhibition boards from consultation event 
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