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1. Executive Summary

PLMR has been appointed by BSR Energy (BSR) to undertake a programme of community
engagement to support its planning application for its Land at Leamington Road, Princethorpe site,
and to produce this Statement of Community Involvement.

The main period of community consultation took place between the 26 June and the 16 July 2023.

Ahead of the launch of the public consultation period, all of the relevant members at Rugby Borough
Council, Warwickshire County Council, Princethorpe Parish Council, along with representatives from
neighbouring Warwick District Council, Stretton-on-Dunsmore Parish Council, Frankton Parish
Council, and Eathorpe, Hunningham, Offchurch & Wappenbury Joint Parish Council, as well as other
key stakeholders, such as the neighbouring Princethorpe College and hotel under development, were
made aware of the emerging proposals and were offered the opportunity to meet with the project
team to discuss the plans in more detail.

The consultation was advertised through the distribution of a leaflet to 1,250 addresses surrounding
the site, 65 letters to immediate neighbouring residents and businesses, and a press release issued
to local media, which advertised the in-person consultation event.

A project-specific website, dedicated project free-to-call telephone line and project-specific email
address were also provided.

The in-person consultation event was held on Tuesday 4 July 2023, between 3pm and 7pm at
Eathorpe Village Hall, Fosse Way, Eathorpe, Leamington Spa, CV33 9DF. In total, 40 people attended
the event and spoke to members of the project team in attendance.

During the public consultation, residents were encouraged to complete a consultation survey. This
survey sought residents’ general views on the climate emergency, the cost-of-living crisis, and
biodiversity. They were also invited to share their thoughts more specifically on the proposals
regarding landscaping and biodiversity, construction, transport movements, and any other feedback
they wished to share.

All the materials provided at the public consultation event were shared on the BSR Ash Tree website
along with the consultation survey to ensure those who did not attend the in-person event were able
to access all the information. A total of 20 residents gave feedback during the consultation period.

The feedback provided during the consultation included:

o Fully supportive of the proposals

o Questions around the PRoW and if this will be staying open

o Concerns over visual impact and the additional planting proposed, particularly to assist with
views to the south
Concerns over the impact on the two schools
Concerns over impact on rush hour traffic during construction period

o Concerns over the impact on the neighbouring hotel currently under construction
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Questions and concerns relating to the ongoing operation of the site
Comments against the landowner

Concerns that there will be no benefit to the community

Better suited elsewhere

Concerns over impact on existing flooding issues

Nuclear power is better alternative to solar

Accusations of white washing / green washing

Glint and glare concerns

Impact on nearby heritage assets

Concerns over security cameras

0O O 0O O 0 0O 0 O O O

e The project team will continue to engage with those residents that signed up to be kept up to date,
Rugby Borough Council, Warwickshire County Council, Princethorpe Parish Council, and other key
stakeholders as the application progresses through the planning process.
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2. Context

BSR Energy (BSR) is bringing forward proposals for a new solar development on Land at Leamington Road.
The site measures 22.42 hectares in size and is located southwest of the village of Princethorpe in the Rugby
district of Warwickshire. The proposals represent an opportunity to boost green energy generation in the
local area.

Solar development is a cleaner and cheaper alternative to fossil fuels, helping to support our energy
independence, something highlighted within the Government’s recent Energy Security Strategy, which calls
for a five-fold increase in solar energy by 2035. The proposals for Land at Leamington Road (Ash Tree Solar
Park) seek to:

- Allow for a significant opportunity for green energy production in Rugby

- Ensure a secure and stable supply of electricity to help meet the Government’s target of Net Zero by
2050

- Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms take up less than 5% of the land. This
allows for plants to continue to grow and animals to still pass through the site

- Provide a minimum increase of 60% in Biodiversity Net Gain, which exceeds the 10% target outlined
in the Environment Act 2021

- Improvements in the condition of existing habitats and creation of new habitats to enhance
biodiversity on site

- Secure the future of a local family farm, supporting ongoing agriculture in the area

- Allow the land to be returned to agricultural use following decommissioning with an operational
lifespan of 40 years

The nearby area is rural, and the site is predominantly surrounded by open fields. The main village centre of
Princethorpe is nearby, along with a scattering of agricultural buildings. The site is well located for a solar
park development, given its discreet location and southerly tilt to the land.
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3. Principles of engagement

The purpose of this section of the Statement of Community Involvement is to highlight the objectives of
public engagement, methodology, strategy, and the principal guidelines that PLMR, on behalf of BSR, has
followed as part of its community consultation programme.

The objectives of the process have been to inform members of the local community on BSR’s proposals and
to seek their views on the proposed solar development being brought forward for Land at Leamington Road
(Ash Tree), Princethorpe, ahead of submitting a planning application to Rugby Borough Council (RBC).

There are a series of planning policies and guides at the national and local level which stress the need for
applicants to engage with the local community when bringing forward proposals of this nature.

3.1 National Level

The Localism Act 2011 emphasises the need for pre-application engagement and actively encourages both
Local Authorities and applicants to take these principles into account. The Act enshrines in law a community
right to consultation; it includes the “requirement to carry out pre-application consultation” and also requires
a “duty to take account of response to consultation.”

Meanwhile, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which came into force in March 2012,
strengthens the need for front-loaded community engagement, and is based on the principle that
consultation should not be a reactive process, but rather it should enable the local community to say what
sort of place they want to live in at a stage when this can make a difference. Such involvement leads to
outcomes that better reflect the views and meet the needs of the wider, diversified community. The NPPF
was revised in February 2019, building upon these core themes of community engagement, and then further
revised in July 2021 and again in September 2023 which resulted in a number of changes including
strengthening sustainability and biodiversity commitments and measures to improve design quality through
the ambition of ‘beauty’ in planning — where local communities and developers are encouraged to work
together to design and build beautiful places.

Alongside this, in August 2020, the Government launched a White Paper, ‘Planning for the Future’, which
outlined a range of reforms, including the digitisation of the planning process. It states that engagement with
local communities should move predominantly online, with digital resources such as maps and data making
the planning process more accessible to the public.

3.2 Local Level

Rugby Borough Council (RBC) adopted its latest Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) in September
2020. The document sets out how and when the Council will involve local communities in the planning
system, together with a description of the types of involvement that will be used. The document includes
community engagement in both Plan Making and consultation on planning applications.

Sections 2.1.3, and 2.5.1 of RBC’s SCl on pages 5 and 11, state:
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2.1.3 — The NPPF promotes a plan-led system, and re-iterates the duty to co-operate on planning issues that
cross administrative boundaries, particularly those related to the strategic priorities, including the homes and
jobs needed in the area. The NPPF sets out that local planning authorities should approach taking decisions
on planning applications in a positive way to help the deliver sustainable development, should look for
solutions rather than problems, and should work proactively with applicants to secure development that
improves the economic, environmental, and social conditions of an area.”

“2.5.1. Aside from any statutory consultation required by law, the nature and extent of consultation and who
is involved will depend on the subject matter of the document being prepared. In identifying who should be
consulted, it is necessary to consider:

e The need to reach a cross-section of the community in relation to social and economic status, age,
disability, gender, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race and ethnicity,
religion or belief, sex, sex reassignment, sexual orientation, and literacy.

e The roles of consultees: are they enablers, partners, funders, decision makers?

e How much time people have to contribute to the process.

e The nature of consultees: are they professionals, inexperienced, individuals, or representatives of a
group?

e  What sector a consultee falls within: public, private, voluntary or community?

o Whether consultees are directly or indirectly affected.”

3.3 Conclusion

With all of the above taken into account, planning policy and guidance at the national and local level indicates
that the consultation process should be based on the following principles when it comes to pre-application
engagement:

e Access to information should be open and without qualification

e Communities should be enabled by informing and educating

e Participation should be sought and encouraged

e There should be front-loaded involvement

e The process should be transparent and conveyed in plain-English

e Messages should be consistent

o There should be feedback and an intent to take account of responses

The principles outlined above should be adhered to, whilst acknowledging the fact that there can often be
barriers to providing a comprehensive and wide-reaching consultation process, including:

e The complexity of many issues, including the developing nature of proposals at the pre-application
stage

e Difficulties in identifying and reaching different groups within a community

o The language of planning can be complex and disengaging to a lay member of the public

PLMR on behalf of BSR has sought to adhere to these principles of engagement throughout its consultation
on the proposed solar development for Land at Leamington Road (Ash Tree Solar Park).
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4. Stakeholder Engagement

Consultation on the proposed solar development on Land at Leamington Road, Princethorpe took place
between 26 June and 16 July 2023. As part of this, the project team engaged with the following:

e Dunsmore ward members at Rugby Borough Council

e The Leader, Deputy Leader, Leader of the Labour Group, and the Mayor at Rugby Borough Council
e The neighbouring ward representatives for Radford Semele at Warwick District Council

The Leader, Deputy Leader, and Cabinet Member for Climate Change at Warwick District Council

e Division Member for Leam Valley at Warwickshire County Council

e Neighbouring Division Member for Cubbington and Leek Wootton at Warwickshire County Council
e Leader, and Cabinet Member for Environment, Climate, and Culture at Warwickshire County Council
e Princethorpe Parish Council

e Eathorpe, Hunningham, Offchurch, & Wappenbury Joint Parish Council

Stretton-on-Dunsmore Parish Council

e  Frankton Parish Council

e Statutory consultees, including; technical consultees from Warwickshire County Council and Natural
England

e 1,250 neighbouring residents and businesses, including a separate letter to the 65 immediate

neighbours inviting them to a separate meeting and letters to immediate neighbours Princethorpe

College and the Woodhouse Hotel & Spa — the hotel development currently under construction.

The following sub-sections provide an overview of the engagement with each of the stakeholders who
responded to our approaches. A sample copy of the letter issued to political members can be viewed at
Appendix A. A sample copy of the letter issued to neighbouring residents can be viewed at Appendix B. A
Sample copy of the letter issued to Princethorpe College, and the Woodhouse Hotel and Spa can be viewed
at Appendices C and D, respectively.

4.1 Warwick District Council

Following the issue of the letter to the aforementioned members at Warwick District Council on 8 June 2023,
one response was received from the Cabinet Member for Climate Change at Warwick District Council. The
member noted that whilst it was good to see solar energy proposals coming forward in the area, the Council
would not wish to be engaged in any discussions at this stage, and as such will not be looking to meet with
the project team.

4.2 Warwickshire County Council

Following the issue of our letter to relevant Warwickshire County Council members on 8 June 2023, a
response was received from the neighbouring Division member for Cubbington and Leek Wootton. The
response acknowledged our outreach but noted that whilst the proposal does not fall within their division,
they would await the Planning Application to comment. As such, they were not interested in meeting with
us. The email also noted that they had sent our approach across to Warwickshire County Council Planning.
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4.3 Princethorpe Parish Council

Following the issue of our letter to Princethorpe Parish Council on 16 June 2023, a response was received,
and a site visit was organised for Tuesday 4 July. Attending the site visit was the Parish Clerk and two
members of the Parish Council. An overview of the discussion is provided below.

e Does BSR lease or buy the land? — it was confirmed that BSR leases the land for the life of the
development — 40 years.

e How often are sites actually reverted back to agricultural use at the end of the 40 years? — it was
discussed that solar is a relatively new technology and as such, BSR does not have any sites that
have come to the end of the 40 years. However, as the planning consent is time restricted, so they
would need to revert the land back to an agricultural use or reapply for planning consent.

e Members questioned the impact the cameras would have on the PRoW — would they capture dog
walkers? It was responded that cameras are fixed and do not move around and would be focused
on the area covering the fence line around the site. As such, these would not pick up anything
further afield.

e How tall will the fence be? Was answered that this would be 2.2m.

e The camera poles would be 4.5m in height, which members noted was ‘large’.

e Members asked if there will be an ecological assessment, as the proposals would negatively impact
on animals’ right to roam — it was confirmed a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal had been carried
out which had identified further surveys required, which were being undertaken at the time. It is
now known that the proposed Solar development will not lead to the loss of any important habitats
and will indeed result in a positive net gain for the Ecology on and around the site.

e Members noted that although small mammals will be able to still get across the site, it will be a
hindrance to deer, of which there are some in this area.

e Members asked how Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) is measured — BSR confirmed that the increase is
based on the increase in the quality and quantity of habitats and flora / fauna across the site.
Requirement for 10% minimum — BSR aims for a minimum increase of 60%.

e Members asked why this site, and how are sites identified by BSR? — based on where there is
capacity in the grid and then where there is a viable point of connection. So, a hotspot is identified
which has adequate export capacity in the grid and then a radius is implemented to see which sites
could be considered suitable for Solar development. Brownfield and low Agricultural Land
Classification sites are BSR’s preference and would be prioritised, but brownfield land in particular
is difficult to come by in many locations that hit both the hotspot and radius points.

e The Clerk noted that Solar is known as being an “eye sore” and a “blot on the landscape” — how will
BSR help the local community. BSR noted its community fund, which would be managed by BizGive
and the introduction of appropriate landscaping will seek to reduce the visual impact of the
development.

e It was noted that the initial reaction from the community is that this will be an “eye sore” — can be
seen from the Fosse Way and the footpath from Princethorpe to Eathorpe.

e Concerns were raised relating to the recyclability of the panels.

e When will the consultation run until? — PLMR confirmed that the official period is until 16 July, but
feedback received after this date until submission of the planning application is still captured and
considered.

e When would construction start? — there is a grid connection delay due to upgrade works required
by National Grid. Currently this is 2033 although we believe this likely to be brought forward.

e Members were interested to know if the community fund amount will inflate over the next 10
years, given inflation? BSR committed to respond on this point.
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Concerns were raised over construction traffic. Members noted that quarry traffic uses Leamington
Road. Also noted that construction traffic will need to take account of school traffic.

Members asked if the road will change? BSR confirmed that the access is proposed off Leamington
Road and there are no road changes required. There may be a need for temporary traffic
management measures during the construction phase, which would be identified in the
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP).

Members asked about glint and glare — a Glint & Glare Assessment was being undertaken at the
time of the meeting. This confirms that the proposed development will not give rise to any
excessive or harmful glint or glare.

Members asked about green coloured panels to try and make it blend in. BSR noted that as far as
they are aware the panels required don’t come in green.

Members asked if the landowner continues to have any responsibility for the land. BSR noted that
they would not.

It was then asked what the lifecycle of the panels is and if there would ever be a need to replace
the whole site. BSR confirmed that the panels have a 25 year warranty and that the replacement of
these is generally as and when they are required, not as a whole site at once.

Does BSR carry out carbon footprint analysis? It typically takes sites 6 years to earn back carbon
savings.

Concerns over lobby groups and attracting unwanted attention for the village.

Questions relating to the distribution of the power generated and if this would go to the local
community. BSR confirmed the power goes back into the National Grid.

What would the solar development be like to work with? Will it be noisy? BSR noted that this
would not generate a lot of noise. Some elements will provide a low level ‘hum’ but not enough
that you would hear it from outside of the development, would need to be right next to it to hear
it. A noise survey has been undertaken as part of the planning application.

Clarification was sought by members on how likely BSR is to make amends to the proposals
throughout the planning process. BSR noted that should any updates be made, these would be
shared as the proposals progress.

Is the size fixed? Could this grow over the next 40 years? BSR noted that the site can’t flex. Grid
connection amount is fixed, so there is no scope for the size of the development to grow — if
anything, likely to get smaller as technology becomes more efficient over time.

Does pumping more energy in here make it harder for residents applying for more capacity? Should
if anything makes this easier, not harder.

Princethorpe Parish Council then placed the proposals on the Agenda for its Thursday 13 July 2023 meeting.
All Parish Councillors were in attendance with eight members of the public present.

The following was raised in the meeting:

Councillors questioned why local residents in Eathorpe and Stretton-on-Dunsmore villages have not
been consulted by BSR. They said it was “weird” that the consultation event was held in Eathorpe
village hall, but no residents were made aware of this taking place. It was also questioned if
Princethorpe College had been consulted on the plan, particularly given that the College had been
removed from a visual representation of the scheme in one of the graphics.

It was queried why the solar development will not be operational until 2033. There was then
speculation that BSR will do as little as possible to maintain planning permission if approved, before
building out the development years later. It was clarified that any planning permission would have a
five-year life span by the Clerk.
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e |t was argued that the proposal threatens conservation areas near Princethorpe College, as well as
the views from neighbouring fields. The Chair said that, from a personal point of view, this was a
common walk for him, and he is concerned about the visual impact. Councillors also voiced concerns
that allowing this solar farm could pave the way for further farms in adjoining fields.

e Councillors questioned the merits of solar panels and the wider electrification agenda, arguing that
the current targets are not achievable. The Councillor noted that he has two electric vehicles and
appreciates the energy needs to come from somewhere, but argued that the small scale of the farm
and its visual harms mean that this is not a suitable proposal.

e Councillors questioned why this particular field has been chosen by BSR. A Councillor noted that BSR
had told him that this is because it is in a suitable location to “plug into” the national grid.

e Councillors argued that there will be no real benefit to the Parish or its residents — aside from the
landowner. However, the Clerk highlighted that £33,600 will be provided to the village from BSR if
the application is approved.

e The discussion then moved to what these funds could be used for, given that there are limited issues
in the Parish which require more funding. The Chair argued that there will be no genuine benefit for
the Parish. A Councillor said that the Parish does have a longstanding ambition to create a
Community Hub, but that this would require significantly more funds that BSR would not be willing
to provide.

e It was then questioned how these funds would be issued, and who would be responsible for
deploying them. Will they be completely under the control of the Parish, and when will they be
released?

e Eathorpe’s Council was due to discuss the application on 18™ July. It was agreed that Princethorpe
Parish Council would consult with Eathorpe and Stretton-On-Dunsmore Councils to understand their
views on the proposals, before making a formal representation.

e Councillors also discussed arranging a ballot in the village so they can accurately gauge the views of
the community. Agreeing the logistics of how to run this (online/physical) will be done after the
meeting.

4.4 Stretton-on-Dunsmore Parish Council

Following the issue of our letter to Stretton-on-Dunsmore Parish Council via email on 16 June 2023, we
received a response that the proposals would be added to the agenda for its meeting on Monday 14 July
2023. There were 4 members of the public in attendance at this meeting and no comments were raised by
members or the public at the meeting.

4.5 Eathorpe, Hunningham, Offchurch & Wappenbury Joint Parish Council

Following the issue of our letter to Eathorpe, Hunningham, Offchurch & Wappenbury Joint Parish Council via
email on 16 June 2023, we received a response that the proposals would be added to the agenda for its
meeting on Tuesday 18 July 2023. There were no members of the public in attendance at the meeting and
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the Council decided to defer any comment on the proposal until after the Planning Application has been
submitted.

4.6 Princethorpe College

Following the issue of our letter to Princethorpe College via email on 21 June 2023, the College contacted us
to arrange a meeting to discuss the proposals. A meeting was held with the College on Tuesday 4 July 2023
with the Foundation Principal; Foundation Bursar; and Assistant Head (Development).

The following points were raised in the meeting with them:

PRoW are not currently very well kept.
Questions regarding grazing on site and if this would continue.

Discussion around the biodiversity and the measures that BSR is taking to provide a minimum 60%
increase.

Bridge over the stream is dodgy.
Queries were raised regarding electricity adjustments associated with the development.

Questions regarding the access to the site and construction traffic route, noting that the current
entrance is tight for access for large vehicles and near to a blind bend. Questions were also asked
around the management of the construction process.

The College also raised queries with regards to rush hour traffic associated with local schools. It was
noted that the local road network is particularly busy with school traffic between the hours of 8am
—9:15am and 3:30pm and 5pm.

The College appreciated that this was an ideal site for panels given its natural slope.

The College asked a number of technical questions in relation to the nationality of panels,
Electromagnetic Compatibility, Smart panels and questions around the minimum size for viability.

Queries in relation to the likely timescales and how the delayed connection date would affect the
planning consent.

The College asked if there were opportunities to connect an ‘off taker’? BSR noted that the
neighbouring Hotel / Princethorpe College are the only two buildings where this could be looked
into, but that this is very complicated to set up and there is lots of legal work involved.

Princethorpe College stated that they are largely supportive of PV — and they want to move towards
net zero for the planet.

They asked what the lifetime of the panels is and if they tilt or are fixed. BSR noted that they are fixed
at an angle, and are expected to last 20-30 years, but are replaced as and when needed over the
lifetime of the solar development.

The College envisaged that the cameras may be a point of objection for the community, but noted
that they had no objections to this from the College’s point of view. BSR confirmed that these would
be focussed into the site and along the boundaries only.

Queries relating to the development layout, specifically the location of the transformers.
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e The College was keen to understand if there would be opportunities for student visits if the
development goes ahead? It was confirmed that this could be looked into if / when the development
comes forward.

e They noted that the College’s Planet Princethorpe group would likely be interested in this. BSR
confirmed that it would be happy to engage this group should planning consent be granted.

4.7 Woodhouse Hotel and Spa

Following engagement with Princethorpe College, we asked if they would be able to share the contact details
for the Woodhouse Hotel and Spa, which is under construction and directly neighbours the site.

A letter was sent via email to the Project Manager on 26 June 2023 regarding the proposals and offering the
opportunity to meet with the project team. A response was received thanking us for the outreach and
information and stating that they would be in touch should they wish to meet with us. No further
correspondence has been received.

4.8 Technical Consultees

In parallel to the Pre-Application Enquiry to Rugby Borough Council, BSR has also taken advantage of the
opportunity to consult with the following groups:

e The Lead Local Flood Authority for its comments regarding the Flood Risk Assessment;
e Local Wildlife Records office — for information for the preparation of the Ecology Reporting; and
e Historic England for information regarding heritage and archaeology in the area.

Details of each enquiry and the formal responses are outlined in further detail in the Planning, Design &
Access Statement, which accompanies this Planning Application to Rugby Borough Council.
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5. Community Consultation

Following the Covid-19 pandemic there is now a renewed expectation for materials to also be made available
online, and as such a hybrid approach to community consultation was carried out.

Consultation was carried out between 26 June and the 16 July 2023 and was advertised in the local
community through a community mailing and letters to immediate neighbours. All communications linked
the community through to a dedicated consultation website, where more details on the proposals were
available, as well as details on how to submit feedback, and a survey. All communications included details of
the in-person consultation event.

A summary of this activity is covered in this section of the report.

5.1 Community Mailing

A letter was issued to 65 immediate neighbours via Royal Mail First Class post on 22 June 2023 offering them
the opportunity to attend a virtual webinar meeting to discuss the proposals on Thursday 29 June from 18:30
— 19:30 on Microsoft Teams. The mailing area for this letter is outlined below. A copy of this letter can be
viewed at Appendix B.

Two households registered to attend the Immediate Neighbour Webinar. As a result, the meeting was held
as a roundtable discussion as opposed to a ‘town hall’ format. The points raised by the four residents in
attendance were as follows:

e Queries around what the land classifications mean

e Concerns that local farms would overlook the site, so may have concerns

e Questions around Biodiversity Net Gain and how this is achieved

e Issues of flooding on Long Road

e Concerns over visual impact and proposed planting

e Concerns over impact of construction traffic — particularly in relation to the schools on Leamington
Road — would speed limit be lowered — additional risk with extra mud on the road

e Where is the site connection and when will the site be live?

e Comments centred around a need to ‘get used’ to solar farms in the area given the need for
renewable energy

e Questions around ongoing operation of the site

e Questions on glint and glare

e  Would be great to see information boards along the PRoW

e Engagement with schools is a must

e Whilst some attendees were close to the site, they acknowledged a need to ‘sacrifice for the
environment’

e Supportive of the principal of solar development here — ‘sensible enough to know we need long term
solutions to climate change’
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A leaflet was issued via 2™ Class post on Monday 26 June 2023 to 1,250 residential and business addresses
in the local area. The mailing area is outlined below. This area was selected to consult those residents and
businesses that are more likely to have a vested interest in the proposals. A copy of this leaflet can be viewed
at Appendix E.

Stoneleigh Ryton Pools
Country;Park Stretton-on-Dunsmore

Stareton

Princethorpe

Frankton

Wappenbury.

£athorpe Marton

Cubbington

Hunningham BeiBobury

Wider Commljnity‘MaiI‘ing Area

Recipients of both the immediate neighbour letter and wider community mailing were encouraged to attend
anin-person consultation event on Tuesday 4 July 2023 at Eathorpe Village Hall, and to provide their feedback
using the online survey. It was also communicated that all of the information available digitally was available
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in hard copy, and accessible formats on request, to ensure full inclusivity. A copy of the survey can be viewed
at Appendix F.

5.2 Website

A dedicated project website (www.bsr-ashtree.co.uk) was created ahead of the consultation and included
relevant information on the proposals, information on the construction and operation, the exhibition boards,
details of how to submit feedback as part of this consultation, a survey, FAQ, and contact information for the
project team.

Three people submitted feedback via the online form that was available on the website and has been
considered in our analysis in Section 6.0 Consultation Responses.

For full inclusivity, all of the information on the website was available in a hard copy format to be posted on
request.

Screenshots of the website can be viewed in Appendix G.

5.3 Local Media

A press release was issued to the Rugby Observer, Leamington Observer, Coventry Live, and Warwickshire
World to promote the consultation and the in-person event to try and boost engagement and attendance at
the event. However, the consultation was not featured. An example of the press release issued can be viewed
at Appendix H.

5.4 In-person consultation event

An in-person consultation event was held on Tuesday 4 July 2023. The event was held from 15:00 — 19:00.
Ten exhibition boards were displayed at the event covering the following topics:

e Welcome

e The Proposals

e Benefits / Needs Case
e landscape

e \Viewpoint 1

e Viewpoint 3

e Viewpoint 11

e Biodiversity

e Construction

e Have your say

A copy of the exhibition boards can be viewed at Appendix .

The event was held at Eathorpe Village Hall, as this appeared to be the most appropriate venue, being in
close proximity to the site. The event was held between 15:00 and 19:00 to ensure that as many residents as
possible had an opportunity to review the materials and speak to the project team.
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All of the materials provided at the in-person event were also available online and in hard copy, and
accessible formats on request.

The event was attended by 40 residents. This represents a turnout rate of 3.2% of those who had been
notified directly through the community mailing. Whilst there was clearly some interest from the local
community in the proposals, the turnout rate is still relatively low and could reflect a number of factors,
namely that people were able to view the information online, an acceptance of the need for green energy in
the area, or little to no interest in the proposals.

Attendees at the event were encouraged to complete the online survey to save paper, so very few forms
were completed at the event. Six hard copy feedback forms were posted into the feedback box at the event.
A full summary of the feedback received, both online and at the physical event is outlined within the next
section of this report, Section 6.0 Consultation Responses.

The following areas of interest were raised by residents at the events:

e Fully supportive of the proposals

e Questions around the PRoW and if this will be staying open

e Questions around the additional planting proposed and specific question on additional planting to
assist with views to the south

e Question on the height of the panels from sea level

e Comments that the viewpoints need to be taken in winter, which BSR’s are

e Concerns over visual impact

e Concerns over the impact on the two schools

e  Would be helpful to put a stick man next to the panel picture for context

e Mounting system drawing not to scale and misleading

e Traffic is bad from 7am - 9am and Friday afternoon from 12:30

e There was a delay to the letter arriving — problems with Royal Mail

e Has the hotel been taken into consideration?

o  Will there be staff on site?

e Concerns that the proposals would impact on house value

e Comments against the landowner

o  Will happen with no benefit to the community — there won’t be any cheaper electricity as a result

e Why is this near a village? - it would be better off elsewhere

e Current hedge is not very high

e There are existing flooding issues in village — this needs to be accounted for

e Staggered junction on Oxford Road is dangerous

e Nuclear power is better alternative to solar

o The development will ruin their view

e This is a prime example of white washing / green washing

e Glint and glare a concern for surrounding houses and roads

e Hunningham Hill has a hill site heritage asset that will be affected by this development

e Security cameras are a concern to nearby neighbours — concerns over invasion of privacy within
own land / property
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5.5 Project email address and phoneline

A dedicated project email address and freephone project line were provided as part of the consultation to
allow stakeholders to contact the project team. The project line and email address could be used by residents
to request information by post, ask questions, or provide their feedback.

Six emails were sent to the info@BSR-ashtree.co.uk email address throughout the consultation period. All
feedback received has been taken into consideration as part of our analysis in Section 6.0 Consultation
Responses.

Two phone calls were received to the freephone project telephone line requesting a link for the neighbour
webinar.
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6. Consultation Responses

6.1 Feedback forms

Throughout the consultation period, people were invited to submit their feedback on the proposals via an
online consultation feedback survey. Hard copy forms were available at the in-person consultation event on
Tuesday 4 July 2023 and on request. A copy of this survey is available at Appendix F.

This section of the report provides a detailed overview to the response received throughout the consultation.
All of the responses received have been carefully considered by the project team ahead of the submission of
the planning application.

In total, 20 survey responses were received to the consultation, representing a 1.6% response rate when
considered against those who were directly engaged through our leaflet mailing. An overview of the feedback
is outlined below, broken down into quantitative and qualitative feedback.

6.1.1 Quantitative data

The quantitative data received as part of the consultation was helpful in providing an overview of the attitude
towards the Climate Emergency, Net Zero, cost-of-living, land use, and Biodiversity Net Gain.

As Figure 1 shows, 85% of respondents stated that they either ‘agree’ or ‘somewhat agree’ that we need to
take steps to tackle the Climate Emergency.

A similarly high 75% of respondents stated that they ‘agree’ or ‘somewhat agree’ that building new solar
developments will contribute to reducing carbon emissions and reach the goal set by the Government of

being Net Zero by 2050. This is shown at Figure 2.
Figure 2: To what extent do you believe that building new

Figure 1: To what extent do you agree that we need solar developments will contribute to reducing carbon
to take steps to tackle the Climate Emergency? emissions and reach the goal set by the Government of being
net zero by 2050?

N\
<

m Agree = Somewhat agree

= Agree m Somewhat agree
= No view Somewhat disagree
No view Somewhat disagree
= Disagree = No answer
= Disagree = No answer
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As can be seen from Figure 3, overall, most respondents were in agreement that new solar developments
will assist with the current cost-of-living crisis, with 70% stating they ‘agree’ or ‘somewhat agree’ that these
new developments will help to provide additional energy security for the UK and reduce the cost of
household and business energy bills.

Figure 3: To what extent do you agree that building new solar developments will
assist with the current cost-of-living crisis, by helping to provide additional energy
security for the UK and reducing the cost of household and business energy bills?

o

m Agree  ® Somewhat agree = No view Somewhat disagree = Disagree = No answer

Figure 4 shows the response to the question relating to Biodiversity Net Gain. The proposals providing a
minimum 60% Biodiversity Net Gain on site was considered to be of importance to respondents, with 75%
considering it either ‘1’ (very important) or 2’ (important).

Figure 5 shows the response received to our question relating to the site being returned to agricultural use.
Returning the land to agricultural use following any solar development being decommissioned, was
considered ‘1’ (very important) or ‘2’ (important) to 50% of respondents.

Figure 4: On a scale of 1 - 5 how important is it that Figure 5: On a scale of 1 - 5 how important is it to you
the proposals provide a minimum 60% biodiversity that the site is returned to agricultural use following
net gain on the site? any solar development being decommissioned?

)Y

n]l =2 3 4 =5 mNoanswer ]l m2 3 4 m5 mNoanswer
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85% of respondents stated that it was ‘important’ or ‘very important’ for them that new developments make
provision for improvement and creation of habitats, through infill planting, species rich grassland and native
hedgerows. This is shown in Figure 6.

Figure 6: Sustainability and biodiversity (for example, maintaining habitats and helping to create
new habitats) are becoming increasingly important given the climate emergency. How important is
it to you that new development makes provision for improvement and creation of habitats, through
infill planting, species-rich grassland and native hedgerows?

= Very important = Important Neutral Not a priority = Notimportant atall = No answer

6.1.2 Qualitative feedback

There were a wide range of responses to the qualitative questions at the end of the survey, which asked if
there were any other comments that respondents would like to make on the proposals around two core
themes: landscaping and biodiversity; and transport movements throughout construction, with one final
guestion seeking any other feedback from respondents. These themes were identified to guide feedback, as
the project team was conscious that these were likely to be contentious areas. As is to be expected when
receiving feedback, the responses were mixed, and comments did not always keep to the designated theme
of the question. Most responses were constructive and offered suggestions for how to improve the scheme.
This included a variety of comments in support of the proposals. A breakdown of the feedback received from
the three qualitative questions is below.

6.1.2.1 Following a review of the information available, do you have any thoughts that you would
like to share regarding the landscaping and biodiversity of the site?

When asked to share their thoughts regarding landscaping and biodiversity, 19% chose not to answer.
Perhaps unsurprisingly, the most commonly occurring theme from those respondents that did provide their
feedback was comments around nature and environment (44%), with general comments; general supportive
comments; and general negative comments all forming 11% of the total comments each. These figures are
illustrated in the pie chart below.
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Figure 8:

AP

11%
m General Comments = General Supportive General Negative
Nature & Environment = No Answer = Transport and Roads

Examples of comments received in this section of the feedback form include:

Nature & Environment

e “Removing the biodiversity to allow construction of the proposed site and then reintroducing the
biodiversity has been proved to be ineffective. The proposed site needs to be developed in such a
way that has minimal impact on the current site and the current soils and biodiversity maintained
and improved during this process”.

o “Please don't let biodiversity become a blocker for fixing the climate crisis”.

e  “The land is currently agricultural which has minimal biodiversity as it is, so | am very in favour of
the development”.

e “Steps should be taken both on the site and on adjacent fields to install fencing on the Fosse Way
which will prevent small animals leaving the fields round about in an attempt to cross the Fosse.
The same steps should be taken on the Leamington Road.”

General Comments

o “Would be concerned if it closed off any existing public footpaths. Only concerned on direct benefit
Princethorpe will get. Just like HS2 the village seems to take the weight of the disruption/damage
with very little or no direct benefits. A great example is why the consultation was held in Eathorpe
rather than one of the schools in the village. Again, money going out of the village. Would be great
for the village if they can invest in road improvements at the Fosse/Rugby Rd/Oxford Rd junction
before work commences”.
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General Supportive

e “We feel the site is well planned and desperately needed”.

General Negative

e “Greenfield land should NOT be used for new solar installations. Warehouse/industrial building
roofs, brownfield sites should be used instead”.
e “It's too close to my property and the village we know we need this but not so close”.

6.1.2.2 Following a review of the information available, do you have any thoughts that you would
like to share regarding transport movements throughout construction or any other
transport-related queries?

When asked to share their thoughts regarding transport movements throughout construction or any other
transport-related queries, 19% chose not to answer. Again, unsurprisingly the most occurring theme was
transports & roads (66%), followed by general comments (9%). These figures are illustrated in the pie chart
below.

Figure 9:

3%

= General Supportive = General Negative = Transport & Roads

No Answer = General comments

Examples of comments received in this section of the feedback form include:

Transport & Roads

o “Installing new roads to access the construction site should not be allowed due to the damage done
during this process. Current roads must be improved and or maintained to enable this to happen
with a daily limit to the amount of construction traffic allowed on the roads to minimize disruption
to residents”.

December 2023 23



Land at Leamington Road Statement of P L M R
Community Involvement

e “I would suggest that during school drop off and pick up times for both Princethorpe College and
Princethorpe Primary school there should be no movement of any construction vehicle to or from
the site”.

e “The speed limit through Princethorpe is already quick and | am concerned more traffic will make
the village even more congested than it already is.”

e “We are not concerned with the transport movements as we feel the solar site is for the betterment
of all and not just a few like HS2”

General comments

e “I'would like to know how the community fund money will be used, and who will benefit from it? -
which parish council will get this fund?”

6.1.2.3 Please provide any further comments

When asked to share any further comments, 21% chose not to answer. The three themes that were the most
recurring from those respondents that did provide their feedback were general comments (40%), general
supportive comments (18%), and nature and environment (12%). These figures are illustrated in the pie chart
below.

Figure 10:

m General Comments = General Supportive = Nature & Environment

No Answer = Transport and Roads = General Negative

Examples of comments received in this section of the feedback form include:

General Comments

e “Solar power has proved not to be a long-term solution to climate change due to the panels breaking
down after 25ish years and this contributing to landfill due to the parts being non-recyclable”.

e “CanPrincethorpe residents have priority access to reduced electricity rates for having this disruption
in our countryside”.
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o “Will the people living in the area actually benefit from its installation”.
e  “When the panels have reached the end of their life why cannot they be replaced by new one's?
Batteries should be added at the earliest opportunity to maximise the benefits of the site”.

General Supportive Comments

o “Build it build it build It”.

e  “We would have liked to see the site go live prior to 2033. That is 10 years away and we need action
on lowering CO2 now. It is terrible that the grid is not prepared to accept the clean energy created
by solar today as we have known about the need for clean energy for decades”.

e  “Overall, I am in favour of the development. We need to do all we can to reduce the impact carbon
emissions have on the environment, and solar panels are a good example of how we can start to
tackle the issue”.

e “Very good idea, look forward to seeing it completed”.

Nature & Environment

e  “Pointless blot on the landscape that has no use during the winter”.

e “Does 'biodiversity net gain' refer to number and range of different plant species even if there is truly
one example of each OR does it relate to plants and animals and does it mean quantity ie. number
of plants, hedgehogs etc? If it happens who will be responsible for and ensure infill planting,
introduction of rich grassland and improvement of native hedgerows? Who will maintain vegetation
growth so it doesn't obscure all or part of the panels?”

6.2 Email and phone responses

Six emails were sent to the info@BSR-ashtree.co.uk email address throughout the consultation period. These
emails raised the following points:

e Requests for a webinar link.

e Concerns that the proposals will be taking up valuable agricultural land.

e Concerns for the visual impact of the proposals.

e A statement that the government has said that by 2030 offshore wind will supply enough electricity
to supply every home in the U.K. and therefore questions the justification for the need of a solar farm
on fertile agricultural land.

e Impact on the local agricultural economy.

e Concerns around traffic and disruption from the installation along with a query on how long the
installation will take.

Two phone calls were received to the freephone project telephone line, both were requesting a link for the
neighbour webinar.
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7. Summary and response to feedback

The low response rate to the consultation (1.28%) could indicate that there is a limited interest in the
proposals from the local community which may indicate that a relatively small number of people feel that
they would be directly impacted by the proposals, perhaps owing to its discreet location.

The feedback received was balanced, with a number of people noting support for the project or providing
suggestions for additional mitigation. Concerns raised throughout the consultation mainly centred around
the impact of the proposed development on the visual landscape, the impact on and suitability of the local
road network for construction traffic, and the belief that the land should remain in agricultural use. Some
other feedback was received outside of these core themes, which has been outlined below.

7.1 Visual impacts to local landscape

Drawing on the feedback relating to the perceived adverse visual impact of the proposal, further
investigations have taken place to establish where additional planting can be incorporated. This has resulted
in additional screening being implemented. For further information on this matter, please refer to the
Landscape & Visual Appraisal (LVA) and Landscape Masterplan, which outline in detail the full scheme of
mitigation being introduced to the final layout plan for this Planning Application.

7.2 Impact on and suitability of the local road network

Feedback during the public consultation revealed concerns regarding the capacity of the local highway
network to withstand the proposed construction traffic, and the perceived impact of large vehicles on the
safety of existing users (whether they be travelling via private motor vehicle, bicycle or on foot). BSR is
committed to ensuring a safe and efficient build-out of the proposal, and has carefully tailored the
construction traffic route to limit the level of disruption caused to local residents. Furthermore, BSR has
drawn on this particular feedback to ensure the appropriate measures are in place along Leamington Road
to alleviate any local concerns regarding capacity and safety during the construction-phase of the proposal.
For further information in relation to transport and access, please refer to the Transport Statement and
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP), which have been submitted with this Planning Application. It
is also confirmed that BSR will work with the Highway Authority to ensure that the construction traffic route
is the safest with regards to Highway Safety.

7.3 The land should remain in agricultural use

There is a delicate balancing act between (A) taking effective action against climate change, (B) establishing
a secure, independent energy source in the UK, and (C) ensuring that the UK’s food security is not impacted.

The proposed infrastructure would have an operational lifespan of 40 years, and following decommission,
the land can be efficiently reverted to agricultural use.

By supporting renewable energy schemes, such as this, we are taking an important step forward in the fight
against climate change and will be helping to contribute towards a secure and stable supply of electricity for
the United Kingdom. It should also be noted that the proposed Solar development will not result in the net
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loss of the agricultural land on which the Solar panels will be placed. The land can continue to be used for
the grazing of agricultural livestock.

7.4 Impact on wildlife and mammals wishing to cross the site

Throughout the lifespan of the solar development, there is a significant opportunity for biodiversity to
continue and thrive on the site. This is because solar developments take up less than 5% of the land, which
will allow for plants to continue to grow and animals to still pass through the site.

As part of the proposals, BSR has committed to providing Biodiversity Net Gain Figures of 123.48% for habitat
and 35.13% for hedgerow units for the site, which not only meets, but far exceeds the minimum 10% target
outlined by the Government in the Environment Act 2021. As part of this, existing habitats on site will be
retained and managed, to ensure that there is no detrimental impact on the existing condition of the habitat
over the lifespan of the development.

The gap for PRoW will allow for larger mammals to cross across the site, such as deer. Mammal gaps will
allow for smaller mammals to still cross across the whole site.

7.5 Community Benefit Fund

If the proposals were to be granted planning permission, BSR would establish a community benefit fund
offering up to £33,600 in grants to support local projects and benefit the local community. BSR is in the
process of setting up an agreement with a specialist fund management platform that will manage the fund.

This process provides greater control and power as to where funds are distributed. This project is also subject
to local business rates which will generate significant income. Over its lifecycle, this project will generate
approximately £3million of business rates, which will help fund local services and be paid directly to Rugby
Borough Council. In the meeting held between the project team and Princethorpe Parish Council on 4 July
2023, the Parish Council were keen to know if it could apply. BSR confirmed that the Parish Council would be
encouraged to do so and would be the ideal applicant for grants from the fund.

Should planning permission be granted, BSR is open to further discussions on the management and
distribution of the Community Benefit Fund with Princethorpe Parish Council and other stakeholders, such
as the neighbouring Parish Councils.

7.6 Wider sustainability of the solar development

In discussions with Princethorpe Parish Council and the community at the drop in event, a number of
concerns were raised regarding the wider impact of the proposals. These mainly centred on whether the
solar panels could be recycled at the end of their useful life.

BSR confirmed that there are a number of research projects currently ongoing which are looking into this,
given that solar developments are still relatively new and there is not yet a widespread need for this. BSR
has looked into this further and can confirm that it has a membership with an organisation called PV Cycle,
which collects old solar components from BSR and fully recycles these. Not only this, but the method that is
used, guarantees a true zero waste solution, with all raw materials recirculated into further production.
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7.7 Engagement with the local schools

During our consultation, Princethorpe Parish Council and members of the community suggested that both
Princethorpe College and Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School be consulted on the proposals, given the impact
that construction traffic may have on school ‘rush hour’ traffic. Given that Princethorpe College is almost
immediately opposite the site, a separate letter was issued to them on 21 June 2023 inviting them to meet
with us. A separate meeting was then held with the College on Tuesday 4 July. A summary of this meeting is
included in Section 4 Stakeholder Engagement.

Both Princethorpe College and Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School were included in our wider community
mailing, issued on 26 June 2023. A separate letter inviting Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School to meet with
the project team was then issued via email on 29 September 2023, once schools had settled back into the
Autumn Term, following the school summer holidays. No response has yet been received to this outreach.

BSR will continue to engage with both schools as the proposals progress and the offer of a meeting to discuss
the proposals remains open.

7.8 Flooding concerns

Concerns were raised in relation to the proposals exacerbating current flooding issues in the local area. A
Flood Risk Assessment has been undertaken by an independent consultant, which concludes that the site is
in Flood Zone 1, and at the lowest risk of flooding from all sources, with the chance of flooding being less
than 1 in 1000 in any one year. There is a small area where Flood Zone 3 slightly encroaches the site to the
east, but no development will take place in this area.

7.9 Glint and Glare

Solar panels by their very nature are designed to absorb light, rather than to reflect it. As such, it is expected
that glint and glare related issues will be negligible. A full Glint and Glare Assessment has been undertaken
as part of the planning application, which has fully assessed these issues, particularly in relation to any likely
impacts on flight paths. This report has found that the proposed solar development on Land at Leamington
Road will have no significant impacts on roads and dwellings or aviation activity.

7.10 Delayed connection date

Whilst there is a delayed connection date to 2033 on the site as a result of grid capacity constraints, BSR has
chosen to bring forward a planning application now given the focus on increasing grid capacity in the industry.

Grid connection delays are being experienced across the country and highlight the pressing need to increase
capacity. This is a wider industry issue which is a high priority for power networks, as these increases are
essential for meeting Net Zero targets. As such, it is hoped that as capacity is increased, connection dates will
start to be brought forward. BSR is therefore seeking planning permission on an extended five-year term, in
the hope that this will then be expedited as capacity becomes available.
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8. Conclusion

Throughout the community consultation programme, the aim has been to inform members of the local
community, members of Rugby Borough Council (RBC) and neighbouring Warwick District Council (WDC),
and other key stakeholders, of BSR’s proposed solar development for Land at Leamington Road, Princethorpe
prior to the submission of a planning application to RBC.

The project team is confident that it has conducted a thorough community consultation programme in
support of a planning application for the proposed solar development on Land at Leamington Road,
Princethorpe.

Feedback has been properly recorded in this Statement of Community Involvement and responded to
appropriately.

The project team has sought to address the concerns raised by stakeholders. The proposals directly respond
to the need for green energy production in Rugby. The site is located in a discreet location and every effort
has been made to ensure that the proposals are sufficiently screened to further address any visual impacts.

The project team will continue to engage with the local community and other key stakeholders throughout
the remaining stages of the planning process.

ENDS

December 2023 29



Land at Leamington Road Statement of P L M R
Community Involvement

9. Appendices

Appendix A — Sample copy of the letter issued to political members

B3R Energy Limited

BSR 35 and 35a The Maltings
Enoroy Lower Chanton Trading Estate
Shepfon Maliet, Somersef, BAd 5GE
E: info@bsrenengy.com

T: +44 (0]1458 224 200

8 Jun= 2023

BY EMAIL OMLY

Dear Councillor Roberts,
Land ot Leamingten Road, Princethorpe - solar development proposals

I am writing to you as a representative of both Dunsmore at Rugby Borough Council and
Dunsmore & Leam Valley at Warwickshire County Council, regarding B3R Energy’s [BSR)
emerging proposals for a new solar development on Land at Leamingion Rood,
Princethanpe, which falls within both your ward and division. The proposals, which are sfill af
an early stage, sesk fo provide a 14.8MW solar energy development, which would power the
eguivalent of 4201 homes a year and provide a reduction of 3,721 tonnes of CO2 per year.
Please find enclosed with this letter a site location plan fo help with identifying the proposed
location of the development.

The nesd to protect the planst from global warming has never kbeen more impordant, and
recent summer termperatures and resulting drought in the UK have reinforced this urgency. At
the same time, the scaring cost of fving crisis requires alfermative energy projects which do
not rely on expensive gas, fo help reduce consumer bills long term.

Solar development is a cleaner and cheaper alternative to fossil fuels, helping to boost our
ensrgy independence, something highlighted within the Govemment's Ensrgy Security
Straftegy. which calls for a five-fold increase in solar energy by 2035

Qur propeosals for Land ot Leamington Road sesk fo:

»  Allow for a significant opportunity for green energy production in Princethompe.

« Enzure a secure and stable supply of electricity to help mest the Govemment's
target of net zero by 2050,

* Support existing biodiversity fo thrive on the site, as solar farms take up less than 5% of
the land. This allows for plants o confinue to grow and animals to still pass throwgh
the site.

* Provide a minimum increase of 40% in biodiversity net gain, which exceeds the 10%
target cutined in the Environment Act 2021,

* Improvements in the condition of existing habitats and creatfion of new hakitats to
enhance bicdiversity on site.

«  Allow the land to be retumed to agriculivral use following decommizsioning with an
ocperational ifespan of 40 years.

Given your position at the Councils and likely inferest in this imporfant proposal, we would
welzome the opportunity fo meet with you to discuss the propozalk. We have also written in
sirnilar terms to the following Ruglky Borough and Warwickshire County Councillors:

Rugby Borough Council:

Councillor Kesling — Dunsmare.

Councillor D. Roberts — Dunsmore.

Councillor Pocle - Leader of the Council.
Councillor Picker — Deputy Leader of the Council.
Councillor O Roures - Mayor.

+d4 (1453 224 P00 | ifo@bsenergy.com | wees brifthenewables.com
BiR Emergy Limided | Comparny number 10425322
Regisherad address: 25 and 25a The Malfings, Lower Chardbon Trading Estate, Shapton Mallet, Somamat, BA4 SGE

| IR
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BSR

* Councilor Moran — Leader of the Lakbouw Group.

Warwickshire County Council:

*  Councillor Jeccomibe - Leader of Warwickshire County Council.
*  Councilor Redford - Cubkington and Leek Wooton.

Should you feel that there are others at the Councils who would be interested in the proposals, please
do not hesitate to get in touch.

Cwr pulblic consultation is currently scheduled to un from Monday 26 June to Sunday 14 July 2023, The
consultation will provide the cpportunity for the wider community to comment on the proposals. Prior o
launching the puklic consultation, we will be autreaching fo cur closest neighlbours and relevant
community groups to brief them in advance.

To launch puklic consultation, it & intended to issve a leaflet to the households surcunding the site
areaq, invifing residents to view information on our weksite, and provide feediback using our online
feedback form, project specific freephone line, and project specific email address. Hard copy
information and accessikle versions will be made availakle on request.

It is ako intended that we will puklicise the consultation through social media advertising. All maotenials
will invite residents to attend our public consultation drop-in session. The consultation event will provide
residents the opportunity to speak with @ memier of the project team, and review information on the

proposals.

| hope that this letter is helpful. Should you have any guestions or wish to set up a meeting with a
member of the project team at a fime and place of your convenience, please do not hesitate to

contact Lauren Whiii. or Martha Eocl from PLME, our stakeholder eniuiemerﬂ consultants, at

Yours sincersly,
Sarah Hymas

Project Manaoger
BSR Energy

EMNDS

+44 [0]1458 224 200 | [pfo@bsrenargv.com | waw brtshrenewables.com
BSR Energy Limited | Company number 10435323
Registered address: 35 and 350 The Malfings, Lower Charfton Troding Estate, Shepton Malet, Someset, BA4 5QE

31



Land at Leamington Road Statement of P L M R
Community Involvement

Appendix B — Sample copy of the letter issued to neighbouring residents

B3R Energy Limited

BSR 35 and 350 The Maltings
Lowser Chartton Troding Estate

Shepton Mallet, Somerset, bAd SQE

E: info@tsrenergy.com

T: +d4 [0]1455 224 900

21 June 2023

The resident
<insert address>

Dear resident,
Land at Leamington Rood, solar development proposals

| am writing to you as one of the neighlbours closest fo the site fo share with you information
regarding B3R Energy’s emerging proposals for solar development on Land at Leamington
Road, Princethorpe. The proposals, which are sfill at an eardy stage, seek to provide a
146.8MW solar energy development, which would power the equivalent of 4201 homes a
year and provide a reduction of 3,721 tonnes of CO2 per year. Please find on the reverse a
site location plan to help with identifying the proposed location of the development.

The need to protect the planet from glokal warming has never been more important, and
the recent summer ternperatures and drought in the UK have reinforced this urgency. At the
same fime, the scaring cost of living crisis requires alternative energy projects which do not
rely on expensive gas, to help reduce consumer kil long term.

Solar development & a cleaner and cheaper altermnative to fiossil fuelk, helping to boost our
energy independance, something highlighted within the Government’s Energy Security
Strategy. which calls for a five-fold increase in solar energy by 2035,

Cwr proposals for Land at Leamington Road seek to:

»  Allow for a significant opporfunity for green energy production in Rugly.

# Ensure o secure and stable supply of elechricity to help meet the Government’s
target of net zero by 2050

* Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms take up less than 5% of
the land. This allows for plants fo continue to grow and animals to sill pass through
the site.

* Provide a minimum increase of 60% in biodiversity net gain, which excesds the 10%
target cutlined in the Environment Act 2021,

* Improvements in the condifion of existing habitals and creation of new hakbitats to
enhance bicdiversity on site.

* Allow the land fo be refurned to agricultural vse following decommissioning with an
operational ifespan of 40 years.

Ahead of us launching cuw wider puklic consultation activities, we would welcome the
cpporunity fo speak with our closest neighbouws, as we appreciate that you wil be the most
affected by the proposals. As a result, you ore likely to have specific gueries on the
development and its impact on you. As such, we are hosting an immediate neighbour
webinar event on Thursday 29 June 2023 from 4:30pm — 7:30pm. Should you be interested in

+44 |0] 1458 224 %00 | info@bsrenergy.com | waw. betishrenewables. com
BiR Energy Limited | Company raemiber 10433322
Registered address: 35 and 25a The Maltings, Lower Chardion Trading Estate, Zhepion Mallet, Zomemrset, BA4 SQE
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Energy

attending this webinar event, please do register your attendance to receive an access link
by emailing infg@83R-gshiree com or calling freephone 0800 058 4272.

Our public consultation is scheduled to run from Monday 26 June 2023 to Sunday 16 July
2023. The consultation will provide the opportunity for the community to comment on the
proposals. As part of our consultation, we will be holding a public consultation drop-in session

on Tuesday 4™ July 2023 between 3pm and 7pm at Eathorpe Village Hall, Eathorpe,
Leamingion Spa, CV33 $DE.

For further information on the proposals, please visit ywaw BSR-gshiree co uk.

| hope that this letter is helpful. Should you have any questions please do not hesitate fo get
in touch with us by email af info@83R-ashiree com or by caling freephone 0800 058 4272.

Yours sincerely,

Sarah Hymas

Senior Project Manager
BSR Energy

ENDS

+44 {01458 224 900 | ipfo@barenargy com | peany botchrenewgbiac com
BSR Energy Umited | Company number 10435322
Registerad addreszs: 35 and 350 The Maltingz, Lower Charion Trading Estate, Shepion Mcllet, Somerat, BA4 SGE

| conva
"

|
"
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Appendix C — Sample copy of letter issued to Princethorpe College

December 2023

858 Energy Umited
BSR 45 and 3%a The Making
Emgy Lower Chartton lroding Estate

Shepton Male!, Somerset. 3A4 SGE
£ infolbtarenangy.com
1. +44 (0) 1458 224 %00

21 June 2023

BY EMAIL ONLY

Dear Mr Heaster

Land of Leamington Rood, solar development proposals

| am wiiting to you as the Foundotion Prinapie of Pincethape Colege, and as one of the
neighbours closast 1o the dte 1o share with you information regarding BSR Energy's emergng
proposdas lor solar davelopment on Land atl Leamingion Road, Princethorpe. The proposalks,
which are still of an early stoge, eek to provde a 168MW solar enargy development, which
woulkd power the aquivaent of 4,201 hames a year and pravide a réduction of 3,721 lonnes
of CO2 per yadr. Pleose find enclosaed with this letter a site locolion plon 1o halp with
idantifing the proposad location of the development.

The need o protect the planat from global warming has never been more impanont, and
the recent summer lempearahures and drough! in the UK have reinfoarced this urgency. At the
same fime, the soaring cos! of Iving criss requires allemative energy projacts which do not
rely on expensive gos, 10 help reduce consumes Bk long tem.

Solar development is o clearer and cheaper diemative 1o tossil fuels, helping 1o boost ouwr
ensrgy ndependence, something highlighted within he Govemment's Enargy Security
Strategy, which cals for o five-fold increase in solor energy by 2065,

Our proposals lor Land al Leamingion Rood seek 1o:

«  Alow for o significont opportunity for green energy production in Rugby.
«  Ervure o secure and stable supply of eleckicity 10 nalp mee! the Goverrment's

farget of net raro by 2050

« Support exisling biodiversity fo thrive on the 9te_ as solar forms lake up les than 5% of
the land. This diows for plants 1o contiove to grow ond cnimads 1o shill poess hrough
the ste,

*  Provide a minimum increase of 60% in biodiversity net gain, which exceads the [0%
torget outined in the Environment Act 2021

* Improvements in the condition of existing habitats and creation of new habitals to
enhance biodvaraly on site.

* Allow the lond o be returned o ogricultural use Ioliowing decommissioning with an
cperational lifespan of 40 years.

Given Princethorpe College's long hislory, we though! you would be interestad in knowing
thot a detailed Hertoge Asesment has bean undertaken. This cssessmeant has identified
that the site cannot be seen from oy haritage cssel and only he top of the fower of the
Grade |I* Lsted church of Princethorpe Colege can be seen from parts of the ste. Overall,
the proposed wicr development will nat offect how any haritoge assat in he surrounding
area would be experienced o viewad and theraby it is condudad that there wil be no harm
10 their heritage sanificance.
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BSR

Cur public consultation is scheduled to run frorm Monday 26 June 2023 fo Sunday 146 July
2023, The consultafion will provide the opportunity for the community to comment on the
proposals. As part of our consultation, we will be holding a public consultation drop-in session
on Tuesday 4w July 2023 between 3pm and 7pm at Eathorpe Village Hall, Eathorpe,
Leamington Spa, CV33 FDE.

Ahead of us launching cur wider public consuliation acfivities, we would welcome the
opporunity to meet with you, at a time and place of your convenience. As we appreciate

that as one of our closest neighbours, you are likely fo be interested in the proposals and
have specific gueries on the development and ifs impact on you.

For further information on the proposals, please visit www BIE-gshiree co Uk,

| hope that this letter is helpful. Should you have any questions or wish to set up a meefing
with members of the project team at a time and place of your convenience, please do not

hesitate to contact Lavren Whipp., or Martha Kool from PLME, our stakeholder engagement
consuttants, o+ [N

Yours sincerely,
Sarah Hymas

Senior Project Manager
BSK Energy

Copied to:

* Headmaster of Princethorpe College - Grove du Toit
* Foundation Bursar - Eddie Tolcher

ENDS

+44 (0]1456 224 P00 | jpfo@boenergy.com | v Ditehrenewagbles com

B5R Energy Limited | 10435323

;E‘; shered address: 35 and 353 The Ma '.";E Lowser Charton Tro d.“g Estate 'E“-:“p'-:' Mallet, Somerset, BA4L S3E
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Appendix D - Sample copy of letter issued to Woodhouse Hotel and Spa

B3R Energy Limited

BSR 35 and 35a The Maltings
Ener gy Lower Charlton Trading Estate
S Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 SGQE

E: info@lksrenergy.com

T: +44 [0]1458 224 200

28 June 2023

BY EMAIL ONLY

Dear Mr Taylor
Land at Leamington Road, solar development proposals

I am writing to you as the Project Manager for The Woodhouse Hotel and Spa development,
and as one of the neighbours closest to the site to share with you information regarding BSR
Energy’s emerging proposals for solar development on Land at Leamington Road.
Princethorpe. The proposals, which are still at an eary stage, seek to provide a 14 8MW solar
energy development, which would power the equivalent of 4,201 homes a year and provide
a reducfion of 3,721 tonnes of CO2 per year. Please find enclosed with this letter a site
locafion plan to help with identifying the proposed locafion of the development.

The need to protect the planet from global waming has never been more imporant, and
the recent summer temperatures and drought in the UK have reinforced this urgency. At the
same time, the soaring cost of living crisis requires alternative energy projects which do not
rely on expensive gas. fo help reduce consumer bkills long ferm.

Sclar development & a cleaner and cheaper altermative to fossil fuels, helping to boost our
energy independence, something highlighted within the Govemment's Energy Security
Strategy, which calls for a five-fold increase in sclar energy by 2035.

Cur propesals for Land af Leamington Road seek fo:

* Allow for a significant opportunity for green energy production in Rugby.

* Ensure a secure and stable supply of elecrcity to help meet the Government's
target of net zero by 2050,

* Support exisfing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as sclar farms take up less than 5% of
the land. This allows for plants 1o confinue to grow and animals to still pass through
the site.

+  Provide a minimum increase of 0% in biodiversity net gain, which excesds the 10%
target cutlined in the Environment Act 2021

+* Improvements in the condition of existing habitats and creation of new hakbitats to
enhance biodiversity on site.

* Allow the land fo be returmed to agricultural use following decommissioning with an
operational lifespan of 40 years.

Qur public consultation is scheduled to run uniil Sunday 16 July 2023, The consultaficon will
provide the opportunity for the community to comment on the proposals. As part of our
consultation, we will be holding a public consultation drop-in session on Tuesday 4t July 2023
between 3pm and 7pm at Eathorpe Village Hall, Eathorpe, Leamington Spa, CV33 PDE.

Given your proximity to the site and likely inferest in the proposals, we would welcome the
opportunity to meet with you, at a fime and place of your convenience. As we appreciate

+44 (0)1458 224 200 | jniodporenergycom | sy DitEnrenewa bl com
BSR Energy Limited | Company number 10435323
Registered address: 35 and 35a The Maltings. Lower Charifon Trading Estate. Shepton Mabet, Somerset, BA4 SGE
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BSR

that as cone of cur closest neighbours, you are likely to have specific guernes on the
development and its impact on you.

For further information on the proposak, please visit wawe BiR-ashirese couk.

| hope that this letter is helpful. Should you have any guestions or wish fo zet up a meeting
with members of the project team at a time and place of your convenience, please do not
hesitate to contact Lauren Whipp, or Martha Kool from PLMR, cuwr stakehclder en ement

canzotants. o N

Yours sincerely,
Saragh Hymas

Senior Project Manager

BSR Energy
EMDS
]
+44 (001458 224 000 | info@bsrenergy.com | e brifishrenswobles com E
BIR Energy Limifed | Company number 10425323 2
Pegistered oddress: 25 and 250 The Malfings, Lower Charton Troding Esfote, Shepton Mallet, Somemses, BAL SGE S
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Appendix E — Community leaflet

Have your say on proposals
for solar development on
Land at Leamington Road.

BSR Energy (BSR) is
bringing forward proposals
for solar development
on Land at Leamington
Road, Princethorpe. The
proposals, which are still
at an early stage, seek to
provide a 16.8MW solar
energy development,
which would power the
equivalent of 4,201 homes
a year and provide a
reduction of 3,721 tonnes
of CO2 per year.

The need to protect the planet from global
warming has never been more important,
and the recent summer temperatures
and drought in the UK have reinforced this
urgency. At the same time, the soaring cost
of living crisis requires alternative energy
projects which do not rely on expensive gas,
to help reduce consumer bills long term.

Solar development is a cleaner and cheaper
alternative to fossil fuels, helping to boost
our energy independence, something
highlighted within the Government's Energy
Security Strategy, which calls for a five-fold
increase in solar energy by 2035.

The proposals for Land at Leamington Road
seek to:

+ Allow for a significant opportunity for
green energy production in Rugby.

+ Ensure a secure and stable supply of
electricity to help meetthe Government's
target of net zero by 2050.

December 2023

+ Supportexisting biodiversity to thrive on
the site, as the solar panels will only disturb
around 5% of the ground. This allows for
plants to continue to grow and animals to
still pass through the site.

* Provide a minimum increase of 60% in
biodiversity net gain, which exceeds the
10% target outlined in the Environment Act
2021

* Improvements in the condition of
existing habitats and creation of new
habitats to enhance biodiversity on site.

« Allow the land to be returned
to agricultural use following
decommissioning with an operational
lifespan of 40 years.

Information on how to have your say on the
proposals and to speak with members of the
project team can be found on the reverse.
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BSR is commiitted to speaking with the community at the
earliest possible opportunity to allow us to fully consider
the feedback received from those that know the area best.

-

-,

Our consultation is taking place until
Sunday 16 July and we want to hear
from you. For more information and
to have your say:

Visit www.BSR-ashtree.co.uk v"fgg::gﬁ
Email info@BSR-ashtree.co.uk Consultation venue i

Phone 0800 058 4272 (freephone)

Come and see us in person

An in-person consultation event will

also be taking place as follows: This event will provide an opportunity
for you to speak with a member of the

Tuesday 4™ July 2023 project team, review the early-stage
3pm until 7pm proposals, and provide your feedback.
All of the information available to view
Eathorpe Village Hall, Eathorpe, at the in-person consultation events
Leamington Spa, CV33 9DE will also be available on the project
website
www.BSR-ashtree.co.uk
BSR The projectteamcanbereachedon 0800058 4272 (freephone) or
£ info@BSR-ashtree.co.uk should you have any questions or
nergy wish to request hard copy materials and/or accessible formats.
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Appendix F — Consultation survey

BSR 1R

communications + impact

BSR Aszh Tree Solar Development on Land at Leamington Road, Princethorpe

Consultation Feedback Survey

1. To what exfent do you agree that we nesad to take sfeps to tackle the Climate
Emargency?

Agree
Somewhat agree
Mo view

Somewhat disagree

oddn

Dizagres

2. Towhat extent do you belizve that building new solar developrents will contribute to
reducing carbon emissions and reach the goal set by the Government of being net
Zero by 20807

Agree
Somewhat agree
Mo view

Somewhat disagree

Oooon

Dizagres

3. Towhat extent do you agree that building new solar developments will assist with the
current cost-of-living crisis, by helping to provide addifionsl energy security for the UK,
and reducing the cost of household and business energy bills.

Agree
Somewhat agree
Mo view

Somewhat disagree

Oooon

Dizagres

Get in touch

Phone: DE00 058 4272 (freephone)

Email: infoi@lks uk

Website: v =.c0.uk

Post: Land at Leamington Road, ofo PLMR Built Environment, Church House, 28 Great Smith Street,
London, SWiF 3BL
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4. On a scake of 1 - & how important is it that the proposals provide a minimum 80%
bicdiversity net gain on the site? (please circle below)

1 2 3 4 b

Very impartant Mot impartant

5 Onascale of 1 - 5 how important is it to you that the site is retumed to agricultural use
following any salar developrent being decommissioned? (please circle below)

1 2 3 4 ]

Wery impartant Mt impartant

G. Sustsinability and biodiversity (for example, maintsining habitats and helping to creste
new habitats) are becoming increasingly important given the climate emergency. How
important is it to you thet new development makes provision for improvement and
craation of habitats, through infill planting, species rch grassland and native
hedgerows?

‘Wery important
Imporiant

Meuwtral

Mot a priority

Mot important at all

Doogon

7. Following a review of the information aveilable, do you have any thoughts that you
wiould like to share regarding the landscaping and bicdiversity of the site?

Get in touch
Phone: 0200 053 4272 (freephone)

Email: infoifbsr-ashires.c
Website: waw. bsr-zshires. co.uk
Post: Land st Leamington Road, o'o PLMR Built Environment, Church House, 28 Great Smith Street,
London, SW1P 3BL
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& Following a review of the information aveilable. do youw have any thoughts that you

wiould like to share regarding transport movements throughout construction or any
other transport related queriss?

9. Please provide any further comments in the box below.

December 2023

About You:

Get in touch

Phone: D200 058 4272 (freephone)

Email: infoi@bsr-ashires co.uk

Website: vevnw.bsr-ashires. co.uk

Post: Land at Leamington Road, oo PLMR Built Environment, Church House, 28 Great Smith Street,
London, SW1P 3BL
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Appendix G — Screenshots of the consultation website

/u Energy

Land at Leamington Road,

Princethorpe

BSR Energy (BSR) is bringing forward proposails for a new solar
development on Land ot Leamington Road: The sife measures 22.2
hectares in size and is located southwest of the village of
Princethorpa in the Rugby district of Warwickshire. The proposals
represent an opportunity fo boosat green energy generation inthe
local area.

We are n the mIcs:

e e

LIz D05 &M
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a cry prices, renewchle energy
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The Proposals

ESR Barton Close Form Solor Park, Davon
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Construction and Operation

Hove Your Say A= Downloods v

© Eritizh Solor Renewobles 2023 | Designed by PLMR
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@

i' Energy

Have Your Say

Eathorpe
Village Hall

Consultation venue

If you, or aryone jow knove would benef from hard copy infarrnaton or accessitle formats, these are cvavoble on regues? by using the detanls fsted above,

Copyright © Eritizh Solar Renewoble= 2023 | De=igned by PLMR
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Whore ls the site?

Wy s the solar form noeded'?

What are the henefits of tho proposal?

How will the lord be used once he solar dovelopmert renchos $He and of its aperational idospon?

Wil this Imoact blodivers ey on the sito?

* The réormnation provided states that the proposals wouks deliver 29 95 MW of groen energy, how many solar panels wil be on the sfe to penerate this lovel of
power and what size oro these?

* Land Is neoded In the UK for $ood production Thero are aroody a large number of solar developments coming forward In tho area, why ks this noodod os wel?

* How con | tako part in the consuSoion?

* Howconigetin contoct?

Copyright © Eritizh Solar Renewoble= 2023 | De=igned by PLMR
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Appendix H — Press release

PLMR

PRESS RELEASE — FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Have your say on BSR’s proposals for a new solar energy development in Rugby

Site location plan
30 June 2023

BSR Energy (BSR) is bringing forward proposals for a new solar development on Land at Leamington
Road, Princethorpe and is currently undertaking a public consultation to understand the
community’s views on the proposals. The public consultation, which is running until Sunday 16 July
includes an in-person drop-in event at Eathorpe Village Hall on Tuesday 4 July, between 3pm and
Tpm.

The proposals represent an exciting opportunity to boost green energy generation in Rugby. BSR
wants to hear from the local community at an early stage to understand their views and concerns.
The in-person drop-in event will provide the opportunity for the community to review the proposals
in detail and speak to members of the BSR Energy team.

The proposed solar development will have an export capacity of up to 16. 8MW. This is the
equivalent energy production to powering 4,201 homes every year and would result in the reduction
of 3,721 tonnes of CO2 per year being emitted into the atmosphere.

BSR Energy’s proposals for Land at Leamington Road would:

* Allow for a significant opportunity for green energy production in Rugby, which is in support
of the Council’s Local Plan.

* Ensure a secure and stable supply of electricity to help meet the Government’s target of net
zero by 2050.

* Generate enough renewable, clean energy to power up to 4,201 households.

* Prevent 3,721 tonnes of CO2 each year being emitted into the atmosphere.
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*  Support existing biodiversity to thrive on the site, as solar farms take up less than 5% of the
land. This allows for plants to continue to grow and animals to still pass through the site.

*  Provide a minimum increase of 680% in Biodiversity Net Gain, which exceeds the 10% target
cutlined in the Environment Act 2021.

*  Provide improvements in the condition of existing habitats and creation of new habitats to
enhance biodiversity on site.

*  Provide a Community Benefit Fund, offering £2,000 per MW installed, therefore up to
£33.600 in grants available to directly support local projects and benefit the local
COmMmunity.

*  Allow the land to be returned to agricultural use following decommissioning with an
cperational lifespan of 40 years.

Sarah Hymas, Senior Project Manager at BSR, said:

“We are incredibly excited to be coming forward with this proposal. We are witnessing first-hand the
impact of climate change and living through an incredibly difficuit cost-of-living crisis driven largely
by the cost of energy. This proposal will bring a greagt opportunity for the local community to
generate clean, green, and affordable energy for the UK.

“Rugby Borough Council has declared a climate emergency, and we must act now to secure the
energy independence of the United Kingdom in a green and affordable way. 5olar power affers the
best way forward to increase the local energy production capacity in the country and we look
forward to waorking with the local community as we mave forward with our proposals.®

For more information or to have your say as part of the ongoing public consultation, please visit

www ber-gshtree co uk, email jnfo@ber-ashires coyk, call 0800 058 4272 (freephone), or visit the
project team in person on Tuesday 4 July, between 3pm and 7pm at Eathorpe Village Hall, Eathorpe,

Leamington Spa, CV33 SDE.
EMDS

Contact

Lauren Whipp

PLMR

07415 878 077
Lauren.whi Imnir.co.uk

Notes to editors

British Solar Renewables is the largest privately-owned, integrated solar developer in the UK. We
develop (BER Energy), build [BSR EPC) and manaoge {BER O&M) utility-scale solar and storage projects
aocross the UK and internationally.

With over a decade’s experience, we've successfully developed neariy 16W of solar PV and Energy
Storage plants. All of our projects are self-originated, which ensures the connections with the
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communities that we waork in starts right ot the beginning of the development journey aond is able to
continue through the life cycle of the plant.

B5R combines the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions with sympathetically derived schemes to
minimise the impact on local communities and the environment while creating rich ecosystems and
protected havens for wildlife.

Multi-media

A number of high-res images of existing B5SR solar developments are available on request. Please
review the website www.bsr-ashtree.co.uk for available imagery.

December 2023 50



Land at Leamington Road Statement of
Community Involvement

Appendix | — Exhibition boards

BSR Energy (BSR) is bringing forward proposals for a new solar development on
Land at Leamington Road, Princethorpe. The 22.2-hectare site is located to the west
of the village of Princethorpe in the Rugby district of Warwickshire. The proposals
represent an exciting opportunity to boost green energy generation in Rugby.

v

Rugby Borough Council deciared a climats change emergency in
2019, announcing its alm to be a carbon neutral Council by 2030
and its commitment to support the local community to reduce the
Impact of climate change across the district. Proposals such as
this one are important to help achleve net zero alms and ensure
that not only Rugby, but that the United Kingdom as a whole, ks able
to reduce Its dependence on carbon dioxide emitting fossll fusis.
Athough these chalk are d by lengthy connection
dmeaonduxg‘domocitymdlengu
Last summer saw the UK experlence first-hand the impact of
climate change, with record breaking h temp:
anddvmsgmﬂgﬁomoutheeoumythexpmmmm
sously once ina g tion phenomenon will become more
raguor ond oonthue to get worsa. Through Initiotives such as the
proposad solar development at Land at Leamington Road, we
can reduce our carbon emissions and reach the goal sst by the
Government of being net zerc by 2050.

www.BSR-ashtree.co.uk

Visit - .CO.
S‘f‘n rqy emai R
‘ 1y Phone 0800 058 4272 (freephone)

info@BSR~ashtree.co.uk
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Westan undes
Wesheriey

The cost-of-living crisis that the UK Is currently experiencing k being
predominantly driven by the rapidly Increasing cost of energy.
This s in part due to the rising costs of imported fuel and gas that
the UK relles on. By establishing clean and rellable local energy
production sites, such as this solar development, we can ensure
that there Is energy security within the UK and help to reduce the
cost of household and business energy bills.

We want to work with you as the local community to ensure we
are delivering a project that works for everyone. Your feedback
and questions are very welcoms, so please feel free to speok to a
member of our team today or at any peint ofter the mesting by
phone or emall.
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THE PROPOSALS

BSR Energy's proposals for Land at Leamington Road would deliver the following:

L & solor developrmont with o totol axport copochby of up o 158 MW, This
Is the equivalent ansegy production to powering 4,201 homos avary
year, resuiting in the reduction of 3721 tannes of CO2 par yeor being
emitted into the obmiosphare.

A milnirmum of B Increcss in blodivensity net goln for tha sits, this
not anly meets bulfor exceeds the minkmum 0% tonget cutlined by
the governmant in the Emironmaent Act 202,

. Improvesrants i the condition of existing habitats, os wall as loclitating
the creation of new hobitots.

Tha proposed solor development is tlemporary with an oparotional
lifespon of 20 yoars, meaning that foliowing the decommissioning
the land con be fully reinstated for ogriculiuol use.

. Throughet the lilespaniof the solor developrment, theee s o significant
opporbunity lor biodiversity to continue ond thrive on the site. This is
becouse solar kanmis taks up less than B% of the land, which will aliow
for plorts o continue io grow and onimaols o stil poss throwgh e sie.

Solor enargy is an affordable ond efficlent form of green enangy shich
Is an iImportant part of ansuring the enengy iIndependancs of the United
Kingdor and working towards maeting the Govammant sat tanget of nat
2mro by 2050, as wall as tha COF2E tangets for eeping global temperaiue
riss balow 15°C.

ponals, undanground cabla connection route, and substation location

Az thae proposals are still baing developed the axoct rumber of panals
Is cusmantly uniknown. From similar devslopmaents that BSR hos

EBroughit
torweard, it is lily that 25,500 Photovoitala (Solar] panels will be required
‘0 panesain B EMY of powar.

Tha Imaga balow shows the proposed heights of tha panals.

B A& daotollod Harltoge Assessmant hos been underioken. This has

Identified that tha site cannot be sean brom oy hanfoge assat ond only
thix top of the towar of the Grode || Listed dhusch ot Princethonpss oon
ba sman frorm ports of the site. The ossessment concluded that thane:

will be no hanm to the hertoge signiiconce of ony nearby hertoge

ossois.

. Tha site falls prodominonty within Flood Zone 1 - this means that it

has o B000 yeor chonce of fleoding, so ks very unlkehy:

The site is Micely to foll predominantly within Agricultural Lond
Ciossificotion 3b. This |s Moderobe quolity agricuttunl kend. The full
clossification repart is stll being undartaken 5o o full conclusion is
Yot to be drown, but the site doas not look Blaly at this stoge to be
presdominantly best and most versatie ogrcultueal jand.

PLMR

Bsn Wisit wiww.BSR-ashtree.co.uk
Ermail info@BSRk-ashtree.co.uk
Phore 0800058 4272 {lruaphom]

Energy

December 2023




Land at Leamington Road Statement of
Community Involvement

PLMR

BENEFITS/NEEDS CASE

Solar enargy ks on affordable and efficient form of gresn enarngy
which s an importont port of ensuring the enengy independence
of the United Kingdom. Sclor enengy will also help to work towards
mesting the government get targed of net zero by 2050 az well s

the COP2S targsts for keeping the global temparature rigs balow
1.8°C.

= Rising temperatures @ June 2034 prediction
= = 2060 Cap

§gsgs

1990 2005 2020 M35 2060
SO CORCIT TR SO sHTiC UL

In addition to needing to take oction against climate changs,
energy sacurity is a significant pinch point in the current cost-of-
living crisis we are sesing. The creotion of renewable ond local
energy sources will be vital In bringing down energy costs and
ensuring the UK's anergy indspandence.

Llw:whm

Fossil Fusls

UK primary snergy sounces in 2020
1

Low Carbon

Sosice U Brviaggy b Bkl 2000 Dot for Busiresssy, Erey & inaiusiiol Strotecry

By supporting renewoble energy schemes, such as the
development on Lond ot Leomingten Rood, we are toking an
Importont step to ensuring o secureand stable supply of electricity
for the United Kingdorn golng forward.

BSR WVisit www.BSR-ashtree.co.uk
Ermaail info@BSk-ashtree.co.uk
Fhone oaco 058 4272 {fnmphuna]

Energy
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The key benefits of our proposal
include:

Allowing for a significant opportunity for grean
energy production in Rugby, which Iz In support of
the Council's Local Plan.

Ensure a secure and stable supply of electricity to
help meat the Government's target of net zero by
2060,

Generating enough renewable, clean energy to
power up to 4,201 households.

Prevanting 3,721 tonnes of CO2 aach year being
emitted (nto the atmosphans.

Support existing blodiversity to thrive on the slte,
ae sobar farms toke up lees than 5% of the land. This
allows for plante to continwe to grow and animals
to etill poss through the elte.

Provide a minlmum inerease of 50% in Blod hwersity
Net Galn, which excesds the 10% tangst outlined in
the Environment Act 2021

Irnprovemeants In the condition of exdsting habitots
and creation of new habltots to enhance biodiwerelty
on slte.

A Community Banafit Fund, offering £2,000 per MW
Imztalled, therefore up to £33,600 in grants avallable
to directly support local projects and banefit the
local community. Further information |s provided
balow.

Allow the land to be returned to ogricultural use
following decommizsioning with an operational
Iifeapon of 40 years.

Community Benefit

& cormimunity benafit fund will be provided offering up to £33800 In
grants to support lecal projects aond benefit the local community.

B3R Is In the process of setting up on ogreement with BeGive, o
ep=cialiet fund management platform that will manage the fund
and aliows for granits from the fund to be appilled for via itz wabsite.
This process provides greater control and power 0s to where funds
are distributed,

This project ks also subject to local business rates which will generate
gignificant income. Owver itz lifecycle, thiz project will genarate
approximotely £3mililon of business rates, which will heip fund
local services.
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The below map highlights the three ’ ‘ ‘\ iﬂ :
viewpoint angles for the images

covered on the next three boards. We
have selected these viewpoints, as they
show the key vistas from the PRoWs.
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BSR Visit www.BSR-ashtree.co.uk
Enera Email info@BSR-ashtree.co.uk
)y Phone  0BOD 058 4272 (freephone)

December 2023 54



Land at Leamington Road Statement of P L M R
Community Involvement

VIEWPOINT1 = e
SRR
(SE A ot e
A Bt : o S
K_i re : of : % " "’-Ar
D BB e n' [ ——
»” Y & A - -
S ==
T
: - ]
St j)
|
1 |
|
|
\
BSR Visit www.BSR-ashtree.co.uk y@ E'
Enerc Emnail info@BSR-ashtree.co.uk
Y Phone 080D 058 4272 (freephone) =)

December 2023 55



Land at Leamington Road Statement of P L M R
Community Involvement

A0t

VIEWPOINT 3
IMAGES

I

,
I
i

|

;qm;'i'

""ﬂ

Visit www.BSR-ashtree.co.uk ¥, ™
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BIODIVERSITY

In addition to the benefits that a new solar

development at Land at Leamington Road could
bring to the local community and the climate
change fight, there will also be a significant boost
to biodiversity on the site.

The proposals will deliver the following biodiversity benefits:

December 2023

The proposed solar development’s operational lifespan
would be 40 years, meaning that, following the
decornmissioning, the land can be returned to agricultural
use.

Throughout the lilespan of the solar development, there
Iz a significant opportunity for blodiversity to continue
and thrive on the site. This Is becouse solar panels only
disturb approximately 5% of the ground they sit above,
which aliows for plants to continue to grow and onimols
to etil pass throughout the site.

At least a minimum of 60% Increase in blodiversity net
gain for the site, this not only meets but far exceeds the
minimum 10% target outiined by the government In the
Environment Act 2021 As part of this, existing habitats on
site will be retalined and maonaged, to ensure that there
Is no detrimental Impact on the exlsting condition of the
habitat over the [fespan of the development.

Improverments to the condition of existing habltats, os
well as foclitating the creation of new habltats. This could
Include:

L The creation of new native hedgerows where required;

2. Infll hedgerow planting where gaps occur In the
exdsting vegetation, for betterment of the existing
landecape;

BSR Visit www.BSR~-ashtree.co.uk
Email info@BSR-ashtree.co.uk
Phone 0800 058 4272 (freephone)

Energy

3. Replanting of removed hedgerows due to works with
native specles;

. The additlon of bird and bat boxes across the site;
. Grazing meadow mix introduced across the site;

. Specles rich grassiand on all borders outside fence
line apart from east border;

. Pond edge mixture on east border which will enrich
the area by the stream;

. New proposed trees along north border, north eastern
border, and southermn border; and

. New hedgerow to the north of the public footpath.

As these benefits demonstrote, the scheme will strengthen
the Green infrastructure of the area with new hedgerow and
hedgerow tree planting, enhonced existing hedgerows and
new tree pianting, contributing to the wooded character in
the north. New grassiand and wildfiower pianting alme to
support blodiversity on site and enrich the area by the stream
along the eastern boundary.
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CONSTRUCTION

She acness
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ﬂ; Throughout
construction we

i | will ensure that

{ disruption to the

local area and

community is kept

to a minimum.
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Throughout construction the site will be accessed off Leomington
Read, with o compound baing constructad ot the exsting occess
to the site.

Construction ls expected to take approxdmately & rontha, within
this time the peok traffic movements in and around the site
will be during mgnths 1 - 4. During the peak of the construction

pariod, there are expected to be approdmately § two-way HEV
movernents a doy os o worst cose scanario.

OPERATION

Throughout the operation of the solar
development, the site will be accessed
from the existing point of agricultural
access to the field from Leamington Road,
where a small compound will be set up to
service the development.

Thig tz situated in the north westemn comer of the proposed aolar

devaelopment The eite’s access will be mointained for the lifespan
of the solar developrment.

BSR Visit wiww.BSR-ashtree.co.uk
Enart Ermiaail info@BSR-ashtres.co.uk
1y Phone  0BOO 058 4272 (freephone)
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The site will be occessed off Leomingion Rood and construction
traffic would trovel along Leamington Rood (B4453) and anto
Ocford Rood (A423).

Exiating Public Rights of Wy (PRow) will be maintained to ensure
that os for os possible throughout construction, there ks sofe
passage for those accesaing thessa.

Crverall, our proposed solar development ls not expectad 1o result
In any significant impocts to the site ond surrounding area, ond
any required miltigations are belng corefully considered.

Access to the site will be required regularly for maintenonce ond
repalrs, however the Impact of this on lecal traffic ond the local
rood natwork ls not expected to be significont. This Is typlcally
two or three visita per month Inoo 4xd style vehicle.

Similarly, os throughout the construction process, we will be
maintaining all exdsting PRoWe within and arcund the proposed
eita. Wawill e implameanting ecreening mitigations wharerequired
along these PROWS to ensure the proposed solar development
doss not couse any negative impact.
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Our consultation is running until Sunday 16th July 2023,
and we want to hear from the local community as we
develop our proposal for Land at Leamington Road to
ensure we understand any concerns.

There are a number of ways that you can provide your feedback,
as follows:

» Fill out our questionnaire available to fill in at today’s event,
or on our website

« Call us on 0800 058 4272 (freephone)
» Email us on info@BSR-ashtree.co.uk

» Fill out the Contact Us form on our website www.BSR-ashtree.co.uk

If you, or anyone you know, would benefit from hard copy
information or accessible formats, these are available on
request by using the details listed above.

BSR Visit www.BSR-ashtree.co.uk
Enerav Email info@BSR-ashtree.co.uk
nergy Phone  0B0D 058 4272 (freephone)
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